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^whom, Sir, codd the 
ttpid)Ucation of t& Ht^e 
hiflbiy with mote propriety be 
addrefled^ than to a gentle- 
inan to whom it is under 
inch coniiderable obHgaiJons^ 
When h firft appeared^ it "was 
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iv DEDICATION. 

honoured with your notice in 
an cipecial manner : and is not 
a little benefited by your ia- 
hours,. You, Sir! with a care- 
J^/Tidhd noted its errors ; and 
what has ftood the teft of your 
fbi^tures is certainly eflabllihed 
with additional authority. What 
ever JMXghtbe the motiveswhich 
influenced yo vigorous an exer- 
tion of your learned and crltl- 
.c^/ 'powers, powers fb univer- 
ially acknowleged and relpec- 
ted; the author of this piece 
: yjffl not now- enquire; itisfiif^ 
* -^ : ficxent 
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ficient to him, that they ope- 
rated to the extending the kno w- 
lege of his tradt, among that 
clafi of readers who ftood moft 
in need of the information it 
fiimifhed : and he is periuaded 
you will with pleafiire hear his 
aflurances, that the work owes 
no jfinall ftiare of what appro- 
bation it may have gmned, to 
your elaborate Review of it. 
Several worthy pious perfbns 
having candidly declared in pri- 
vate conver^tion, (and unknow- 
ingly to the author himielf) that 

A 3 the 
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in thc^ hijfibry. Tot t^ jthere* 
S^tjC he confydefts you ^ entitled 
to his thaiid^i and d^ hk ac* 

djients migkt be as 
^bHcasthe obligddpn, no me* 
Jlhodofdpnveyancefeeniedmpre 
proper, than to prjefix them to 

this n€wZdltiotio£TbeHiJioryo/ 
ti(e Man aftet (io(ts own Hearts 

Heitomsy Sir, tp follow the 
^da.iC4 of Dedicators in com- 
inodj who &om venal motivesi 

ivlrfeit 
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ftirfeit dietr patrons ynik fut^ 
ibme aduktion: he will not 
-dierefore caU diie bhilhes into 
your cornitenance, by €xpcelSi^ 
Ills private fodtnents of yogr 
iffOfrned Review of ijiis l&ffoo^ 
licat Sketch, &Fther than by 
one obiervation ; >vhich is, that 
had you been totally unknown 
in the republic of letters be- 
fbfe, yow apdogy for the 
d^titi of Uriah would alone 
have raifed your literary Bime 
beyond the power of en^ous 
detraction* However, not to 

A 4 offend 
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of&Dd yoiBT modedy, he defifk 
&(mi ^rther encomiums ; bat 
mth a wifh that you may long 
live to enjoy the reputation ac- 
quired t^ fo laudable a per- 
formance, he concludes "with 
iubicnbing himielf^ 
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Your greatly obliged 
and vdy humble 

Admireic^ 
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PREFACE. 

« 

QJ O M E reverend pancgyrHts * on 
)s3 our late king, have, a little un- 
Jfortunately, been fond of comparing 
him with a monarch in no refpef): re- 
fembling him ; except in the length 
of his reign, tbirty and three years : 
which a lucky text informed them to 
be the duration of David's fovcreignty 
over the Hebrew liation. Had our good 
old king died a year fooner, or had we 

been 

, ... 

* Dr. Chandler, Mr. Palmer, and others. 
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X PREFACE. 

beca indulged with him a year longer s 
the opportunity o( applying this text 
would then have been loft; and in 
either cafe we might not h^ve heard 
of the parallel. 

■ 

. A reverence for the mesiorj^ of * 
^MTthy prince, ha^ occafioned the 
world^s being troubled with a new hif- 
tory of king Dairid, (which, ether« 
wife might not have appeared) meerly 
to ibew how the inemory of the 6ri« 
ti(h monarch h a£^de4 by the eoOH 
pari£>n. 

Why ivp^ of j^MrfeheM judge yt not 

wbait is right? is the language of 

Jcfus Chrift. Prove all things i hold 

/aft that which is goodj is the Ian* 

guagc 
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£uage of the apoflie Paul. The li- 
herty thus granted is unlimited ; but 
It is more than a meer grant of li- 
berty^ tbefe are pofitive injimdions : 
let no one then be fb timid as to re« 
fign aninclination to fatisfyjuft doubts: 
in Britain, thanks to the obftinate he* 
^cfy of our brave forefathers, no aa«* 
dacious Romifh prieft dare prefer^ 
limits to the exercife of our reafoning 
rfaculties; and proteflant ones furely 
\eill not: nay they cannot; confidently 
with tfaofe principles which juftify 
their diflbnt from the ronuih comt- 
munion. An honeft defire to obtain 
truth, will fanftify the moft rigid fcru^^ 
tiny into every thing. An apeftle has 
told us, that we are not tQ believe 

even 
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even an angel from Heaven, who 
ihould preach any other go/pel than 
that of Chrift ^ : and, no authority 
can be fb facred, as to fet afiide the 
mojl valuable diJiinSHon of humanity 9 
with which our Creator has fumiflied 
\is ; or to give the lie to our moft 
felf-evident conceptions of right and 
wrong. 

If that liberty of which Britons j 
boaft the pofTeffion, means any thing, ! 
it muft primarily include freedom of 
thought ; without which there can be ! 
no freedom of adtion. Thus it muft 1 
mean an uncontrouled power to exa- 
mine 

* 

^ Galatians i. 8. 
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PREFACE. xiii 

mine the validity of every propofition 
offered to our aiTent : without which 
power and the due exercife of it, oui: 
affent cannot be the aflent of rational 
beings. If the reformed religion means 
any thing, it muft mean a religion 
founded by the authority, not of coun- 
cils and iynods, but of eonvidion, the 
refult of private judgment. True 
proteftants do not puzzle themfelves 
about the decisions of Trent, Con- 
ilance, or Dort ; they proteft againfl: 
all authoritative didates : diiciples of 
the meek, the lowly, the humane 
Jcfus, they feek of themfelves to judge 
of right or wrong. Who is moft the 
proteftant, the friend to human kind^ 
and t» truth ? thofe who appeal to the 
• humaa 
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Iliimaft uAderftandingy and fubmit to 
die publid judgment whether tMifgs 
are really fy or not ; or thofe who fay; 
diey are £6, they fhall be fb; you 
IBaH^ acknowlege them to be* Co, or 
cH e - ? 

Let not weaJb-mmded'chriilHans who 
think truth not abie to maintain its 
audibrity without legal enforcements^ 
lament what they call licentious ab* 
ufes^of that liberty on which wtr arfc 
happy, to congratulate ourfelires : in- 
Judicious produ^ions of the pen will 
always meet the treatment they de^ 
ierve: Fallacious pretenfions to rea^ 
£ming cannot deceive mankind in theie 
Jib^eral^ times i nor can truth be ob- 

icured 



F R E F A C B« at* 

ftufed, v9hcA the attention of h<meft 
eoquirars after it, is properly «ta:ted« 
If the little hiAorical iketch enfuing^ 
and which in £z6t, exhibits no more 
than what we have all daily read with'* 
out prefiiming to decide tiponi — ^if it 
really is that audadous calumny which 
many noundly afiixm it to be ; it wiU 
doubtlefs be conlidered as fuch : if^ <m 
die contrary, it contains undeniable 
jnatters of fad, fallacioufnefs will ap- 
pear in the angry obje^ons agaiaft iti 
and the writer trufts, the futility of 
fuch objedions, have already been made 
^fiifiicicntly apparent. 

^ The name of David has never been 
ihentioned by divines but with the 

greateft 
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greattfffrefped:^ from the time iawhich 
Jie lived to the prefent day ; and 
he is always quoted as an illuftrioiis 
example of holinefs ! fo illuftrious^ 
that the greateft inftance of purity that 
ever exifted on earth, was frequently 
fainted by way of eminence, in refe- 
i^ence;to him. Son of David! fo illuf-* 
triOus> that on the death of the late 
king of Great Britain, many fermons 
.werepreache4^^dpubli{hed, inwhich^ 
.parallels are drawn betwixt hiiii and 
this ftandard of piety, in order to 
juftify encomiums on the former, by 
declaring how nearly he refembled the 
latten 



In 



J it.* 



PREFACE. xvii 

In what manner David firft ac- 
quired, and has ever fince maintained, 
this extraordinary reputation, is not 
difScuh to deduce : he was advanced, 
hy an enraged prophet, from obfcurl- 
ty to the Hebrew throne ; and taught 
by the fate of the unhappy monarch 
who was raifed in the fame manner, 
whom he fupplantcd, and whofe fa- 
mily he crufliedj he prudently at- 
tached himfelf to the caufe of his pa- 
trons, and they were the trumpeters, 
of his fame. The fame order of meii, 
true to their common caufe, have con- 
tinued to found the praife of this 

church-hero fromgenerationtogenera- 
tion, unto theprefent time ; in like man- 
ner the grand violator of the Englifh 

^ ^on- 
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conflitijU;ion ol>tained the epidiet.of 
holy Martyr. 

A new fcrutioy beiqg made how-^ 
ever ..Id to David's claiiQ to fanftityt 
whiph^ aiotwithftanding a wry k^ar^ed 
defence of him^ turned out Q> »catly 
to his diihonourjr^the icene has bqen 
fliifted by a few whofe fenife )ms over- 
balanced their bigotry by two or thrp^ 
fcruples. Sotne .fuchj JUkp SJit^ba pf 
old^ blow th? trumpet wid 9ry, Wp 
have no part in J^avid^ neitbtr kM)e 
we inheritance in tbejoji (^J0^ I ia 
thi^ manner have /ome clerical wea- 
ther-coclcs veered about tp an oppoiijte 
point of the comp^fs ^ and I>avi.d whp 
'til] now has 4)een confidered as a niajri 

• ' • • • * ♦ 

who 
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wko Jid ti(0 miach Sff^s rig At in the 
eyes of the Lord^ and turned notafide 
from any thing that he commanded him 
cM the days of his t^e^ fave i>nly in the 
matter if Uriah iSe WttitCy has by 
one ftroke ef polkjes been tefigned to 
the mercy ^f his ^etedors ; and the im- 
portance of the <iete6dan eadeayoured 
to ^e annihilated, as the eafiet talk z 

m 

all whkh aippears with rather an ill 
grace, at a time when it is ^aniifefUy 
ext(Hte(j[. 

'Thus much hdngpremifed relating 
to the conduct of the champions for 
Qfthodjpxy, on the occafion gf this 
little fqiiib which has prodC^ced fo 
n^uch buiHc in the clerical hivejs, pro- 

B 2 ceed 
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ceed wc to fay foinething of the trad 
itfelf. 

The intentioik was, without any re- 
gard to remote objedte, or heed of 
future confequencesy which in fadt 
ought n^er to be confidered in in- 
veftigating any point ; to give a fair 
undi%uired narrative of the life and 
tranfa(Aions of David king of IfraeL *' 

This however was not fo eafy to 
perform, as it was to projed : fron\ 
three difficulties which impeded the 
execution. 

!• It is not eafy to conquer the early 
prejudices of education in favour of 
the Hebrew nation ; which the careful 

incuU.. 








P R E F A C E- xxi 

inculcation of their ftory during pur 
infancy hinders our feeing in a proper 
light : fo that relations which might 
{hock humanity in what is called pro- 
phane hiftory, are read without any 
emotion but that of reverence^ in tAis., 
This mifconception is in great meafure 
aflifted 

IL By their Hiftory being written 
iy tbemfehes : And difficult to be cor- 
refted, 

III. By the broken uaconneded 
manner in which it is tranfmitted down 
to us : which renders it impoffible to 
gi^e a compleat narrative of any pe-* 
riod in it. 

B 3 Acorn- 
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A coftnftoh diSfe of Btttttaftfty, 
^hicfr * Utile af teritibh to totomott 
fenfe tti^hh& iht attthor to etterA tor 
every natWn undet htaven as die otr- 
j1e€fe of It, relieved hhn frttti the ftfffe 
of thcfe difGcuItiesr t to bvefCOrtie thtf 
oAer twoi he has atftmietf the Hhtrxf 
of giving bis fenfe to Mrhat appears 
dark, or mifreprefented. ; which- he 
hopes wiH not. be denied him,, fo long 
as it is not found that a forced con- 
ilrudion is put upon any thing cited : 
or that it is repreiented in any other 
light than what it natutaily appears &% 
when coniidered with the' freedom^ 
which it is our duty ta ufe in the exa- 
mination of every hiftorical recond* 

And 
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AAd left it fliouM^ be khagmed that 
t66r gttit libeiriStts are taken with the 
Bibldeal writers j k ittay not be amift 
taineirtiott' oticefor dl, thatiiflhiimer - 
«Bie mihiicies might be jn-odueecF^ to 
fliew that the authdfify of /A^ LorJi 
for contiitmtUjT quoted to ftntflifj^ every 
franlirfiioii related-; conftitiited fbr the 
ttioftr p)af ti itothing lAorc than natfonal 
phrafes^ which obtained univerfally 
^motlg (b bigott^d a people a^ on all 
occiafions the Jews appear to havebcefr: 
one twelfth part of whom were appl^ 
priated to the priefthood ! A phrafeo-* 
logy ill fome meafure fimilar obtslined 
inSngland^ atthat^ttmei when (huniiitlg 
the ctuel talons of papacy, the people 

■ ^ • 

rufheditttothejawsofv^d^hthttfiftifh. 

B 4 That 
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That the fenfe ia which the z€t$ of 
David are here underftood^ is the moil: 
obvious and natural^ appears from the 
ftmazing pains it has occaiioned his 
champions^ to force another upon them. 
Of this, the life of David, by Dr. De- 
lany, is a moft renoarkable inftance ; 
but the grofs palliations, puerile 
conjectures, and mean ihifts, to which 
he has been driven, prove the di0i« 
culty of the tafk ; while they are too 
frivolous to bias anyi but the moil Ca* 
tbolick believers^ 

Mr. Stackhouie, in his Hiilory of 
the Bible, has urged arguments againit 
particular paiTages, under the title of 
QbjeBionsi fo cogent, xhzt bis anfwers 
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to, certainly could not be fatisfa&oiy 
even to himfelf. 

Dr. Chandler has lately added hir 
name to the lift of David's apologifts*, 
Strange ! that fo holy a king (hould 
need the exertion of fo much learned 
and critical dexterity, to eftablifli his 
fame fbr goodnefs of heart! This 
gentleman's performance which was 
publifhed as a reply to the firft edition 
of the prefent work, is a very extra* 
ordinary piece i and ihews that great 
learning is no fecurity for found- 
nefs of judgment. The Dodor's book 
has been confidered in a letter ad« 
drefTed to him, and publifhed fepa« 
ratelyj to which the reader is re- 
ferred 
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iisrred fbr ait exaitiifialiofl into ttef 
merits of his arguments* In anfwefing 
theDodor^ new lights opened on many 
Ocduirrences^ trhich, as far its tHey 
could be detached fi<6m that particular 
eontroverfy, aire takeivinto the prefent 
edition. 
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fl t tivSi e&bri&ment of regal go* 
vernment among the Hebrews^ was 
occafioned byv the oorrupt adrnini* 

ftration of Joel and Abiah^ the two font of 
Samuel ; whom he had deputed- to judgp 
Ifrael in the deolme of his life *. The people, 
exaiperated at the opprei&on they laboured un- 
der. 
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a THE HISTORY OF THE MAN 

der, applied to Samuel for redrefs ; teftifying 
a defire to experience a different mode of go^^ 
vernment ; by peremptorily demanding a King ^» 
At this, however, Samuel was greatly difpleafed : 
not that his fons had tyrannized over the people ; 
for of that he takes no manner 6f notice ; neither 
exculpating them, nor promifing the people re- 
drefs : his chagrin arofe from this violent re- 
fumption of the fupreme magiftracy out of the 
Hands of his family ; a circun^lancey for which 
h^exprefles great refentment ^. He confults 
the Ix>rd i and, not knowing elfe how the in« 
furre£lion might terminate, in his name yieldal 
to their deiires ; promifing them a king, with 
vengeance to them ^. For, fays the Lord, thif 
have net rejectid thuj but they have rejected nuy 
tbat'IJbould mt reign ever them *. The people 
neverthelefs, reiblving to free themfehres from 
prefent oppreffion, at the -hazard of the threatned 

judgments. 



t> I Sam. viil 5. « Vfcr. 6, lie. ^ Vcr. 11, tfr, 
^ Ver. 7. compared with Ch. ix. 16. Ch. x< i. 




AFTER GOD^s OWN HEART. 3 

judgments, obftinately perfifted in their de- 
mandy and difperfed not without a promife of 
compliance. 

Samuel to all outward appearance chofe the- 
moft impartial method that could be of cleAing 
a king; which was by lot, from among the 
people affembled by tribes : but, prudently 
pitches upon his man, previous to the election ; 
the whole tenpr of his condud manifeffing that 
he intended to give them a king, in name ; but 
ftill to retain the fupreme authority in his own 
hands, by chufing one who ihould continue fub- 
cirdinate to his dictates. Opportunely for hia 
purpofe, a young countryman named Saul, hav- 
ing rambled about to feek his father's afles, 
which had ftrayed ; and finding all fearch after 
them vMn, applied to Samuel as a prophet ^^ 
with a fee in his hand, to gain intelligence of 

his beafts. 

We 



f I Sam. iz. 7, 8. 
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We gather from feverd paflages In Jetvtlh 
hiftorjr, that there were feminarios of prophets, 
f « e. the univerfities of the times ; where youth 
were-trsuned up to the^yftery pf proyphef^uig. 
We fi|id thei3B were fj|lfe prophgts^ Non-con- 
formifts^ not of the eflabUfliinent \ yre find ihat 
fivpn the true oues wea:e liable, to ^e iippofed on 
by their brethren »: and we find moreover^ by 
this inftance;^ that prophets 4id not 4if42in to 
give afliftance in their propheticfil charader^ 
^nceri^ing domeftic matters^ for reaibnable ^- 
tuiM^. A cbipf afpong the propheijts, pnewhp 
hftdb^n.a judge over Ifrad, is applied to, in 
a peQini^y way^ for intelligence concerning 
loft cattle \ 

It 

w 

3 I Kings sii. i^. Jefeplms $m loco^ 

^ Pretenfions to divination continue ^q jlhifl AW* 

jckeugh in the opinion of Reformed Churches all 

prophefying and mirKles have long (ince ceafed, 

Thefc modem prophets are drcrtly ridiculed "by our 

face- 
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3t hfls been ikid that this Is the only inftance 
fecofied of a prophet 4)etng applied to for pur- 
pofe$ el Ah nature s but it appears, that it was 

ufud 
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facedous countiTinan Butler in the perfbn of S/dro* 

1 • ^ in iefiinfs Mt cmwSs^ 

Whofage opinions of the mqonfslis ; 
fo txihom iM people far und near, 
' JOn dtep impot*$aHO$s ^tpmr, 

0rMnenJUi^s9vf^,ih*w{iyi 
Whm.g^fe andpulUn arefiduf^d^ 
And fyivs of fuching pigs are ckfiufd $ 
When cattle feelindifpofition^ 
Andmeittf 4pinkn 4f fiy fieimn % 
When murrain reigns in begs orfbeep^ 
Atid;xi>kitnsAmnfft^:^ihe^ 
M^enyf^ftand^^iawArdMeam dofi^^ 
And ba^ve nopo^wV to ivork on ale ; 
When butter does refufe to come^ 
And hve prows crofs andbumourfome : 
Ito bim ivitb queftions andnjoith urine, 
They for difcovfyfoci, or curing. 
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ufual for men to have recourfe to prophets i snA 
that the phrafe was — cvmr, and let us go U tba 
SiBr^: and that prophetical intelligence ufed to be 
paid for, is evident from the enquiry between 
Saul and his fervant, concerning their ability to 
gratify him *. 

But, to proceed ; Saul not only found his 
afles, but a kingdom into the bargain ; and had 
the fpirit of the Lord given to him ' ; which we 
find taken away ^ again, when he proved untrac- 
table : though it feems fomewhat odd, how he 
could poilibly prove difobedient, while he ade<it 
under the influence of this divine Spirit ! For^ 
the poilibility being admitted, the advants^e of 
infpiration is difficult to be conceived \ 

After Samuel had in private ^ anointed Saut 
king, and told him his afles were already found^ 
he difmifled him for the prefent. He then af« 

femble^ 
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femblcd the peopk for the elef£iion of a king : 
at which aiTembly, behoLd, the lot fell on the 
tribe of Benjamin ; and in that, on the family 
of Matri 5 and finally on Saul the fon of Kiih ^. 
An eledion fomewhat lefembling confiftories for 
the appointment o(«l>iihop8 ; where the perfon 
being previoufiy fixed on, God is folemnly prayed 
Co for a dire&ion of their choice* 

It is not intended here to give a detail of the 
reign of king Saul ; the notice hitherto taken of 
him being meerly becaufe the life of David could 
ik>t be properly introduced without mentioning 
the alteration of government, and the manner 
in which monarchy was eftabiiifaed in Ifrael : 
fince SamaePfi difappointment in Saul, naturally 
leads to his fimiiar choice of David. 

The diibbedience of Saul, in daring to fa- 
crifice without his patron tlae prophet ', who 

C failed 
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failed of coming according to his appointment $ 
and his lenity and prudence^ in fparing the king, 
and feme cattle, from a nation which Samuel in 
the name of the Lord had commanded him ut* 
terly to extirpate^; irrecoTerably loft him the 
favour of this imperious inexorable prophet : and 
in the end produced the miferable deftrudion 
not only of himfelf, but of bis family : which 
will occafion no furprize, when we confider the 
absolute dominion and afcendency which the 
Jewifh priefts maintained over this ignorant fu- 
perftitious people, A dominion which every article 
in the Levitical Law enlarged and ftrengthened. 

We are not to imagine that the fparing 
Agag, king of the Amalekites, was the only 
caufe of this rupture between him and SamueK 
For we may gather from other parts of his 
hiftory, that Saul was not over-well afFefted 
toward his patrons the Levltes ^ ; in fubje&ion 

to 
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to whom he had too much fpirit to condnue. 
Samuel quickly perceived he had miftaken his 
man, he haughtily avowed an intention of de- 
pofmg him ^i and ordering Agag to he brought 
into his prefei^ce^ he hewed him in pieces—- 
ief ore the Lord \ 

We now come to the Hero of the Hiftory. 

In purfuance of his intention to make another 
king, Samuel went under the pretence of a fa- 
crifice, and anointed another country youth % 
which was David the youngeft fon of Jefle, the 
Beth*-lehemite ; and gave him the Spirit of the 
Lord, which he had juft taken from poor Saul. 
The king in the mean time refleAing on the pre- 
carioufnefs of his fituatibn, now that the priefts, 
on the part of Samuel,- were incenied againft 
him ; and well knowing their influence among 
his fubjeds, fell into a melancholy diforder of 

C 2 mind, 
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mini ^, vrhieh hid phj&ti^nii t^ere unable tc^ 

Thift Was artfully itade th« ocCafian ef in- 
tfodueing David to court. The king was ad- 
vifed to divert himfelf with mufic i and David 
was contrived to be recommended to him for his 
fkill 6ti the hftfp^. SauI ac€WdiAgly fcnt to 
Jefle, to requeft his fon ; which was immediately 
complied with : and t)^vld wa$ detained at 
court, in the eapicity 6t the king's artnour- 
bearer *. 

H^re HM ftory b^hi§ 16 pow tonfuled) be- 
jottd A«y-ikill (d netdhcile^ A war with the 
Philiftiftes h ab^ptly introduted ; in iht midft 
of the felitiui of which^ vr6 at^ as abruptly in- 
formed (tax David returned from Saul to ftcd 
his father's {beep * again : from whence his fa- 
ther fent hiih With provifions for his bbothcrs, 

who 
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who were in the army ^ What ^an be thoii^t 
of this i Jefle hardjy recalled his fon fT0m tb# 
honourably ppft of armour-bearer 19 tb( (cfiig 1 
it i$ not likely that h« was turned o^y fifi^e wt 
afterward find hi^i plfiyiog on the h^f p jcq thf 
kingp as before ^ ^ neither wa^^ it prop^^ employ'* 
me;nt for the king's armo^r-btfarer to b^ f^di^g 
(he^p, when th^ aryny wgs in the /ieldi s^nd hi$ 
mgj^fty with them ia pcrfoft ! Why-^^'^the moB: 
eafy method> is to ^ke it as we find it ; to fup*- 
pofe it to be right* ^nd £9 ^wetly on with 
the ftory. 

la Hm PWIiftiBP arjity wa^ ? ii^n ^f exta^ 
ordinary fij^, iM^med {Si^liMl 1 whp P?fnc ^u* 
^ th^f ^fmp, dgy Jjy dgy, cMNoging.afuJ dp^ 
fying any pn? 9Jf^ng th» Ji^br<wrst to fuigle com- 
bat, and to |\qft f^4c^\m of th^rirq^^fel upon 
thf eve|)f : an ^^r^ fi^hich m <hk apiQPg the 

Jb^]iU9 w^s hithmp iPHnd hvdy ^oouj^ tp 

C 3 accept, 
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accept \ David is faid ta have arrived at the 
army juft as it was forming for engagement ; at ' 
which time the giant ad^nced as before, with 
reproachful menaces ! and after having enquired 
carefully concerning what reward would be giveq 
to the conqueror of this giant, and learning that 
great riches and the king's daughter wereto be 
the prizes of conqueft ; David courageoufly de- 
clared before Saul, his. acceptance of the chal- 
lenge % notwithftanding the contempt with 
which his offer had been treated. 

Saul, relying on the youth's ardour, and af- 
furance of Viftory ; girded his own armour oi^ 
him [: but David put it ofF again, trufting en- 
tirely to a pouch of ftones^ and his own (kill in 
flinging «. The fJACcefs anfwcred his^ hopes, 
and ftamped what would otherwife have been 
tieemed a raih undertaking, -with a more re- 
fpeSable name : he knocked Goli&h down with 

a ftone ; 



^ I Sain. xvji. 4> Vc. 5 Vcr. 32. f Vcr. 38, 
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a &ont I dien ran in vpon him, cut his head oiF 
with his own fword, and brought it triumphantly 
to the king of Ifrael ^. The confcquence was, 
the defeat of the Philiftines. 

* Here we meet with another ftumbling block. 
Fx>r, though Saul, as has already been obferved^ 
had fciit to Jeffe exprefsly for his fon David j 
though David had played to him on the harp ; 
though Saul had again feiit tojefle, to defirethat 
David might be permitted to ftay with him ; and 
in confequence of this, had given him a military 
appointment about his perfon; though he had 
now a freih conference with him ; had juft put 
his own fuit of armour on him ; and though all 
thefe occurrences muft have happened within a 
fmall fpaqe of time 5 yet, his -memory is made 
fb to fail him on a fudden, that he knew nothing 
either of David, or his parentage ! but while 
David went to meet the giant, he enquired of 

C 4 others 
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others who proved as ignorant as hunfelf, whofe 
fon ^ the flripling was ? This ftumbling block 
muft likewife be ftepped over, for it is not re- 
moveable. 

The reputation which this gallant a£iion pro- 
cured to David, foon gained him advancement 
in the armj, and a warm friendihip with Saul's 
fon, Jonathan ^. But the inordinate acclama- 
tions of the people, on account of the death of 
the Philiftine giant, Saul hathjlain his thoufanii 
and David hit ten ihoufands ^ ; a rhodomontade 
out of meafure extravagant, when we compare 
the twofubjeds of the contraft^ jufll/ occadon- 
ed S^ul to view David with a jealous eye. We 
have all the regfon in the world to believe that 
Samuel and the priefts made every poflible ad- 
vantage of an adventure fo fortunate for their 
intended king) to improve his growing pof u* 
larity ; which even at its outfet had fo far €X« 

ceeded 
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C€eded all bounds of decency : fH?at^ faid Saul* 
can he have mpre lut the kingdom? "* and wc 
may therefore conclude that the king faw 
enough to alarm him ; for we are told, that 
Saul eyed David from that day and forward^. 
Thus we find that on the day following, while 
David played as ufual on his harp before Saul, 
the king caft a javelin at him ^ : which David 
avoided. Saul then made him captain over a 
thoufand ; faying, let not mine hand be upon him^ 
tut let the hand of the Philijfines be upon Jt him : 
an expreffion however which is evidently put 
into Saul's mouth ^ fince it is impollible he could 
have made ufe Sf it openly. He made him 
the offer of his daughter Merab for his wife; 
in confequence of the defeat of Goliah ; but 
ihe, we know not why, was given to another ^ j 
afterward he gave him Michal : and David's 
modefty ^ on this occafibn was incomparably 

well 
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well aSed; he knowing himfelf at the fame 
time, to be fecretly intended for the kingdom, 
by Samuel. 

Saul, upon reflexion, concluding it dangerous 
to execute any open 2& of violence againft this 
young hero, politically hoped to enfnare him, 
by exalting him high in favour ; or to get rid of 
him by putting him upon his mettle, in perform- 
ing feats of valour : for a deficiency of courage 
is not to be numbered among David's faults. 
It was with this view, that the king yet required 
of him, an hundred Philiftine forefkins ^, as the 
condition of becoming his foiwn-law. He pro- 
duced d(»uble the number in full tale ^ 

This demand, after David appears to have 
fulfilled the prefcribed conditions, feems not 
only unjuft, but aIfo> even making allowances 
for Hebrew cuftoms, very ridiculouflyexprefled. 

It 
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It muft have been a glorious fight to have fccn 
David bring the forefkins to king Saul, ftrung 
perhaps on a piece of pack-thread, and dangling 
in his hand; or thrown a-crofs his fhoulders 
like a %{h ! and if MIfs MIchal was prefent, 
how muft her pretty little heart exult when the 
required number being told ofF, as many more 
were gallantly prefented at her fcef ! 

David fliU advanced in hi$ military ° reputa- 
tion ; and met with a powerful advocate in th^ 
perfon of Jonathan, his brother-in-law and faith- 
ful friend s who eiFe£ted a temporary reconcilia- 
tion between him and Saul ^ : at which time 
Saul fwore he would no more attempt Mis life. 
Neverthelefs, whether it was that he could not 
get the better of his jealoufy j or that he dif- 
covered more than is tranfmitted down to ut, 
we know not ; confequences incline us to th^ 
)aft conjedure ; Saul made two more attempts to 

kiU 

' ; I Sam. xviiL 30. xix. 8. ?[ Vcr, 4. 



i8 THE HISTORY OF THE MAN 

kill him * ; from one of which be was proteftcd 
by bis wife Michstl ; and finding it not tah to 
toy at court, he fled to Samuel in Ramab y. 
Hither Saul fent meffengers to apprehend him ^ > 
but tbefe it feems feeing Sumuel preflding over 
a company of prophets and prophefying» were 
fei^^ed with a fpirit of propbefying alfo : and not 
only fo, but it is related that Saul finding this, 
went at laft himfelf, to juft the fame purpofe; 
for he likewife prophefied ', ftripping off his 
clooths, in which ridiculous condition he con- 
tinued for a day and a night. 

This is an extrevn odd relation I That the 
folemn appearance of an aflembly of prophets, 
preildod over by a perfoxn fo refpe^ble, and 
heretofore of fuch great authority in Judea, might 
influence in an extraordinary manner perfons en- 
trufted with a commiiSon to apprehend or kill 
a man p^onifed bj tbefe prophets^, exhibits 

nothing 
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nothing wonderful t they might eafily perhaps 
be propheiied out of their errand 1 and might 
then prophefy in concert. Prophefy is a vague 
term, not always limited to the predidion of 
future events ; the extempore preaching of many 
difTenters^ and the difcourfes of the Quakers, 
who profeis to fpeak as the Spirit gives them 
utterance } feem to come under the term pro- 
phecy. Thefe perfons caa work themfelvcs 
and others into fuch fits of enthuiiaftic intozi- 
cation* that they believe tbemfelves agitated by 
fupernatural influence. Such might be the pro- 
phefying here mentioned. But Saul prophefied ! 
fo it is faid* Had the fubje^l of Saul's prophe- 
fy ing been tranfmitted down to us* it might have 
greatly illuftrated this pafTage in the hiftory ; but 
no, he is barely faid to have pr»phefied ; and we 
are prudently left to guefs what. Being thus 
at liberty^ we among other expofitors may eafily 
furraife what he might take for his text, and 
what was the general tenor pf his difcourfes, on 
this particular occafion. 

Afterward 
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Afterward David had a private interview * 
with Jonathan ; for he durft not venture to ap- 
pear at court. At this meeting, Jonathan, wha 
had conceived too great an affeaion for this man, 
and was at length feduced by him from the duty 
and allegiance which he owed to his father arid 
king, folcmnly promifed <= that he would found 
his father's intentions ojn the next day, which 
being the feftival of the new moon, David's at- 
tendance was expcdcd at the king*s table ; and 
that he would warn him of any danger intended 
him. David lay hid in a field until Jonathan 
brought him the required intelligence; and when 
the king enquired concerning him, Jonathan, as 
had been before concerted, faid that he had re- 
quefted leave to go and perform a family facri- 
fice at Beth-lehem. Saul's reply on this oc- 
casion is very pertinent, and fliews his antipathy 
to David not to have been the caufelefs inve- 
teracy of a difordered mind. ♦* TT)en Saufs an^ 

^ I Sam. XX I. • Vcr. xz. 
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fir was kindled againft yonathan^ and be faid 
unto bimy Tbou fen if tbe perverfe rebellious wo^ 
mauj do not I know tbat tbou baft cbofen tbe fen 
efyejfe to tbine o%vn confetfion^ and unto tbe con^ 
fufion of thy motber^s nakednefe f For as long as 
tbe fen of Jejfe livetb upon tbe ground^ tboujbalt 
not be eftablijbedj nor tby kingdom : wberefore now 
fend and fetch him unto iw, for be JhaU furelj 
die^. Jonathan expoftulated with his father, 
and had a javelin hurled at him for his reward '. 

David being advertifed, according to agree- 
ment, <^ the king's difpofition toward him, re<^ 
tired to Abimelech the high prieft, at the city of 
Nob ^ : who treated him with fhew-bread, and 
armed him with the fword of Goliah ; which had 
been hung up and confecrated to God ^. 

We may confider David's refuming this fword, 
after its dedication as a religious trophy, what- 
ever glofs may be put on his interview with Abi-^ 

melech. 
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melecb, to be at clear manifeftation of hoftile in- 
tentions, or a declaration of war agalnft his father- 
in-law ; for which he now took the firft opportu- 
nity to prepare. Thus accoutred, he fled out of 
Judea, toAcfaifli, king of Gath^ ; intending, as we 
have good reafon to believe, to enter into a treaty 
of alliance with him againft the Hebrews; but 
the popular cry was againft him before he accom- 
jsltflied any thing : or at leaft any thing that has 
reached our times. Here David appears to dif*- 
advantage in point of policy : for though his car- 
rying with him the fword of Goliah, was artful 
enough, and likely to colled followers, in Judea ; 
fince it was a continual witnefs of that prowcfs, 
which had gained him fuch extraordinary repu- 
tation : yet for him under this circumftance, to 
throw himfclf into the power of the Phififtines ; 
among thofe very people, from whofe champion 
he had raviflied that fword / was the higheft im- 
prudence ! and we perpeive he might have fuf- 
fered for it ; had not he made ufe of a ftratagem 

to 
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to procure his releafe, which he cffefted by afling 
the madman ^.— ^Mankind feems to have been 
very eaiily impofed on in thofe days ! 

David now thinking it time openly to avow 
nis defign of difputing the crown with Saul, went 
to a cave called Adullim : which he appointed 
the place of rendezvous for his Partifans. Here 
we are told he colle^ei together a company of 
debtors, vagrants, and difafFeAed perfons, to the 
number of four hundred ; and opened his re- 
bellion, by putting himfelf at the head of this body 
"of men * : men whofe defperate fituations under 
the government in being, rendered them fit agents 
todifturbit; and proved the fureft bond to conneft 
them to a partifan thus embarked in an enterprife 
iigainft it. Hither alfo.came to him his father 
and all his brethren : and the firft movement that 
he made, was to go to the king of Moab, to 
obtain a retreat for his father and mother, until 
he knew the event of his enterprize K 

D By 
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By the advice of the prophet Gad, Dayid 
next inarched into the land of Judah » : Gad» 
no doubt hoped that as the young adventurer 
was of that tribe, he would there meet with 
conliderable reinforcement. When Saul heard 
of this infurredion, he pathetically laments his 
misfortune to thofe about him ; that they, and 
even his fon Jonathan, ihould confpire againft 
him ^. Then ftarted up one Doeg^ an Edomite^ 
who informed Saul, that he had feen David 
harboured by the priefts in Nob <>• Upon thls^ 
Saul fummoned all thofe belonging to that city^ 
before him, with Abimelech their chief; who 
began to excufe himfelf as well as he could : but 
Saul remembering, without doubt, the threatning 
of Samuel, concerning the affair of king Agag ? j 
and confidering thefe priefts as traitors from this 
corroborating evidence againft them^ he com* 
manded them aB to be flain, to the niimber of 

cighty- 
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eighty«^fi\r€ perfon$^«.: More^ttr, agfteiible.to 
the 6arbai!Ous ufage of^thi^M)iU:iDii,-the4tiaffar«rfe 
included the whole city of Nob, man and beaft) 
young and old, without exception ^ 

Though the king's rage in this inftance ex- 
teedcd not only the bounds of humanity, but 
alfo of good policy J it neverthdefs fcives to 
ihew how deeply the priefts wefe conccpned in 
the rebellion of David; fince he could dot be 
mad enough to commit fo flagrant an ad, with- 
out fome" colourable pretenfce ^: and ihews alfo 
that Saul had nbt fo great an opinion of thei^ 
holinefs, as we, at this diftance of time, are, by 
their own annals, inftrufted to have. Had Saul 
been more implicit j he might have enjoyed the 
name of king, have continued the dupe of the 

I> -z priefts. 



q. Cb. xxil t6. 1 7. l8. 'I Sanii, wii, fo. . 
» In fo ftiiall a territory as Judea, the difference 
between the king and his fon-in-law, fo popular a 
loao^, cojuidojot be. unknoaui to- perfon&in. an^ meaiiu-e 
removed from t^e vulgar. Therefore Abimelcch'a 
pleas of ignorance did not defer ve credit. 
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priefts, have died in peace ; and his children 
have fucceeded quietly to the inheritance. But> 

Te Gods ! what havock does ambition make 
Among your works ! 

During this time) David refcued the city of 
Keilah from the Philiftines '^ who were beiiegiag 
it, hoping to make it a garrifon for himfelf. 
But upon the approach of Saul, not thinking 
himfelf able to maintain it, being as yet but fix 
hundred ftrong ; and not chufing to confide in 
the inhabitants j whofe loyalty, even his recent 
kindnefs to them, could not corrupt : he there- 
fore abandoned it, and retired to the wildernefs »• 
This paflfage alone is amply fufiicient to confirm 
the reality of David's rebellious intentions : it is 
therefore worth analyfing. That he delivered 
this city from the depredations of the Philiftines, 
and that by this adlion he hop^d to purchafe the 
friendfliip of the inhabitants, are acknowledged : 

the 
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the ufe to which he intended to convert this friend- 
ihip, is the point to be afcertained. Saul was ad- 
vancing to fupprefs him. Had he feduced them 
from their allegiance, and obtained the expefled 
proteAion, he would have deprived Saul of this 
city ; which city might have been confidered as 
a garrifon. The old plea of his providing only 
for hisperfonal fafety, againft his malignant per- 
fecutor, has often been urged : But, his intended 
retention of a city to fecure that fafety, was a 
flagrant rebellious intention. Had he gained this 
one city, as his ftrength increafed, he would 
have concluded as many more as he could have 
procured, neceflary for his prefervation ; until 
he had monopolized the whole country, agreeable 
to the grant of Samuel, which would then have 
juftified the ufurpation. But difappointed in the 
firft ftep by the loyalty, mifcalled treachery i of the 
Keilites, he evacuated the town, having loft the 
recompenfe of his labour, and with his men 
went witherfoevir they could gif '^. In the wilder- 

D 3 nefs, 
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«e6^ "Jonathan came privately to^ fee him, mi 
{Aoufly engages m the caufe againft hh oWn 
iathttfi by covenant J in which it was agreed) 
that if David fucceeded, of which Jctnatbaois 
very confident, he was to ba a partaker ' of his 
{;opd fortune ; but as Jonatiban was not to join 
him openly, he went home again. 

Saul having 4'eceived intelligence of David's 
retreats, purfued him from place to place ; until 
he was called ofF by news of an invafion of the 
land by the Philiftines ^ : whether of David's 
procuring or not, we are uncertain : thus much 
is certain, and does not difcredit the fuppofition ; 
that he quickly after took refuge among thofe Phi- 
liftines : After repelling the inyaders, Saul how^ 
ever returned to the wildernefs of pn-gedi, 
in pvirfuit of I>avid ; with three thoufand 
cbofen men. At this place we are told of an 
odd adventure which put the life of Saul ftrangely 
into the power of David, He turned in to r^^ 

pofe 
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pofe himfelf « alone, in a cave, wherein at that 
very time David and his m}rrmidons were fe- 

D 4 creted. 



* The words are, to cover bis feet : which Jofe- 
phus and others, miflake to mean that he retired into v^ 
the cave, to eafe nature. But in Judges iii. 24;. wef 
find that ex{>reffion to impljr that th^ fervants of Egloni 
king of Moab, fuppofed their raafter to have locked 
himfeif in, to repofe himfelf with fleep, io his fun^ 
mer-chamber. This is farther corroborated in Ruth 
iii. 7. where, when Boa% had eaten his fupper, he 
lay down on ahe^p of corn, doubdefs to take hil reil. 
Ruth, bj her mother's infkruftion, went, uncunjered hh 
fiety aTid lay down by him ; to have fbme tefrefhment 
iikewife. For in the middle of the night when the 
nan awaked, furprized at finding an unexpe^ed bed- 
fellow, and demanded who fhe was : the kind wench 
replied, / am Ruth, thine hand-mdid : fpread tb&efore 
thyfltirt wer thiwi hand-tnUidy for tbm art a near kinf- 
Man, 

In the prefent inftance, it is evident Saul flept in 
the caves as he difcovered not the operation that had 
been performed on his robe> till David called after 
him to apprize him thereof. 
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• * 

crcted *. This one would imagine to have been 
a fine opportunity for him to have given a 
finifhing ftroke to his fortune, by killing Saul, 
and jumping into the throne at once. But 
David knew better what he was about, than to 
ad: fp rafhly. He could entertain no hopes that 
the Jews would receive for their king, ^ man 
who with fuch great feeming holinefs, fhould 
imbrue his hands in the blood of the Lord's 
anointed. Belide, what evidently deftroys the 
boafled merit of David's forbearance toward 
Saul, in this inflance, is an obvious, though 
overlooked confideration : that compared with 
David, Saul had a ftrong army with him ; and 
had the king been miffing, had he been obferved 
to enter the cave without coming out again ; and 
upon fearch had he been there found murdered \ 
there would not have efcaped of ^1 that per- 
tained to David, any that fijfed againfi the walk 
Of this, Ds^yid could npt be infenfible ; and 
therefore only, privately cut off the fjLirt of Saul's 

robes 



*^ 
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* 

robe ** J and fuiEered him to depart in peace. 
When the king was gone out from the cave, 
David calh after him, and artfully make$ a merit 
of his forbearance, protefting an innocency^ tQ 
which his being in arms was, however, a flat <^ 
contradii£lion« Saul freely and gratefully ac- 
knowledges himfelf indebted to him for his life, 
and feems fo well convinced of his own pre- 
carious (ituadon, that he candidly confeiTes it ; 
only tying him down by an oath ^, not to deftroy 
bis children after him. An obligation which, in 
fine time, we (halLfee in what manner remem* 
liered apd fulfilled by David, 

. Saul muft certainly have been greatly fatigued, 
or ftrangely overfeen, to have let David catch 
him at fo great a difad vantage : a condu£l not 
ufual with good generals. Yet while we credit 
jthe relation, the meannefs of his reply to David's 
harangue, can be no otherwife accounted for. 
Saul does not appear to.have lyanted refolutiop 

on 
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on other occafions; but to acknowledge his 

afliirance that David would obtain the fovereign- 

tj'f and poorly to entreat a fugitive rebel io 

behalf of his family ! is a condu£l not even to 

be palliated^ but upon the foregoing fuppofitibn. 

We muft either condemn the general or the 

king: neither of which charaders appear with 

extraordinary luftre upon this occafioo« David 

on the other hand diflembles admirably here ; 

prettnding to Saul, a ^reat revennce for the 

Lord's anointed ; diough confcious at the fame 

time that be was aJfo the Lord's anointed ; and 

anointed pnrpofely to fuperfede the other Lord's 

ancnnted : and moreover, was at this very time 

aiming to put his eleAion in force ! Bu t as 

the people were not of his council ; and he knew 

their great regard for religious fanAions, it was 

certainly prudent in him, to fet an example of 

piety, in an inftance, of which he hoped, in 

time, to reap the benefit himfelf. About this 

time Samuel died ^. 

We 

< I Sam. XXV, i. 
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We next fistd oar young adventurer a6ting 
die chief charader in a tragi-comedy, which 
will farther difplay his title to the appellation of 
being a man after God's own heart. 

There dwelt then at Maon, a blunt rich old 
farmer, whofe name was Nabal. David hear- 
ing of him, and that he was at that time fheep- 
fliearing ; fent a detachttieht of his followers to 
)evy a contribution upon him ^ : making a mesit 
of his forbearance in that he had not fiolen hi^ * 
iheep, and murdered his fhepherds ^ Nabal, 
who, to be fure, was not the mod courteous man 
in the world ; upon receiving this extraordinary 
meflage, gave them but a very indifferent reply, 
including a tiat denial. IVho^ fays he, is David? 
^nd who is the fon of Jejfe ? there be many fer- 
vants now^'days that break away every man from 
his mafler. Shall I then take my bread and my 
water ^ and my fiejh that I have killed for my 
Jhearersy and give it unto men^ whom I know not 

whence 

t I Sam. jxv. 5—9. « Ver. 7. 
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whence they be ? ^ Upon receiving this anfwer^ 
David, without hefitation, direSly formed his 
fefolution; and arming himfelf with a number of 
his followers, vowed, that before the next morn- 
ing, he would butcher him, and all that belonged to 
him \ And how was this piousintention diverted i 
Why, Abigail, the charming Abigail^ Nabal> 
wife, refolved, unknown tp her fpoufe, to try 
the force of beauty, in mollifying this incenfed 
hero : wbofe difpofition for gallantry, and warm 
. legard for the fair fex, was, probably pot un- 
known at that time. Her own curiofity alfo 
might not be a little cxcjted j for the ladies have 
^t all times been univerfally fond of military 
gentlemen : no wonde^ therefore that Mrs. Abi- 
l^ail, the wife of a crofs CQuntry-clpwn, was 
willing to feize this opportunity of getting ac- 
quainted with Captain David. And this motive 
certainly had its force, ftnce (he could not as yet 
have known David's intention : we may obferyc 
ibe was tplc^ of it by David at their meeting ^. 



k I Sam. XXV. lo. 1 1. i Ver. 13. 14. 2Z* ^ Ver. 34. 
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She prepared a prefent, and went to David, 
faying very fententioufly — upon mey my Lord^ 
upon me let this iniquity le :■ ^ judging very hu- 
manely, that could fhe get him to transfer his 
revenge upon her^ Ihe might poflibly contrive to 
pacify him, without proceeding to difagreeablc 
extremities. Nor was fhe wrong in her judg- 
ment ; for we are told — So David received of 
her hand that which jhe had brought him^ and 
faid unto her, go up in peace to thine houfe j 
fee I have hearkened to thy voice^ and have 

ACCEPTED THY PERSON ""* But hoWCVer 

agreeable this meeting might have been to Abi^ 
gail, we do not find that Nabal was fo well 
pleafed with the compofition his wife had made 
for him ; for when he came to underftand (o 
xnuch of the ftory as ihe .chofe to inform him 
of \ he gueffed the remainder, broke his hearty 
and died in ten days afterward " : David lofes 
jio time, but returned God thanks for the old 
fellow's death, and then Mrs. Abigail was pro- 
moted 
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moted to tbe honour of being one of the Cap-» 
tain's Ladies \ 

We are now told another ftory extreamly rc^ 
fembling that of the cave of £n-gedi. Saul 
again purines David with three thoufand chofen 
men ; again fell into his hands during his fleep ; 
only that here David ftole upon him in his own 
camp ; he ran away with the king's fpear and 
bottle of water -, and Saul went back again aa 
wife as he came p* 

The opinion of Monf. Bayle feems moft pro- 
bable concerning this adventure; who looks 
upon it but as another detail of the former affair 
at En-gedi : and that, for very good reafons. 
For, upon a comparifon of both, as laid down 
in the 23d, 24th, and 26th chapters of i Samuel, 
we may remark, 

I. That in each relation, Saul purfues him 
with the fame number of chofen men ! 

II. That 

o I Sara. XX. 39. P Ch. xxvi. 
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II. That both adventures happened at or very 
near the fame place ! 

III. That in each ftory, David comes upon 
Saul in much the fame manner, with-holds 
his people from killing him, and contents him- 
felf with taking away a teftimonial of the king's 
having been in his power ! 

IV. That in the fecond account, when David 
is pleading the injuftice of Saul's perfecuting him, 
as he terms it ; he does not flrengthen his plea 
by reprefenting to him that this was the fecond 
time of his fparing him, when he had his life fo 
entirely in his power ! and that Saul's purfuing 
him this fecond time, was a flagrant inftance of 
ingratitude after what had happened on the for- 
mer occafion ! 

V. That in the fecond relation, Saul, when 
he acknowledges David's forbearance and mercy 
to him in the prefent inftance, makes no mention 

of 
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of zny former dhligation of this. kind ; although 
it was fo recent ! and in the main circumftance,' 
fo fimilar ! 

*" «■■.•''■ 

Vr. That the hiftorian, who evidently in- 
tended to blacken the charafker of Saul, and 
whiten that of David ; does not make the leaft 
obfervation himfelf, in the fecpnd narrative, of ' 
reference to the firft f 

Thefe reafons prove beyond doubt that ^ve are 
furnifhed with two relations of the fame adven*- 
ture. To account for the double record, atid 
their variations, muft be left to commentatofs, 
conne£lors, and hartnonizers, who are ufed to 
compromize affairs of this nature. 

David finding, that with his prefect ftrength, 
he was unable to maintain any footing in Judea ; 
puts himfelf once more under the prote<Sion of 
Achifh, king of Gath ^. Achifh, who cfoes 

not 
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ftot stf^zr t^ te^ bMn k v&y pf^vreiflil prince, 
^mied «d ccmfid^^ Qa^d sdone, and Divid att 
the tiead ;df a (ictle iitny^ 4is t¥^ vety ^iff^rent 
(yerfetis : fob he nbw idigned him <d fi^tx tiamed 
Zikk^ for a habft^nM i v/httt hit xemiMd a 
j^ear and fovit nvanthi ^ 

As he; ^ad n<>w a^miet itfidenoe^ thofi^ i«4ici 
eRtibrtaiA an 0piAten <6f Davtd^a UtnStityy would 
lie ape t^ fupp^fe he would liere oonfeie htnufelf 
to s^ctilturQi Od c0iii|)io(iAg pfalin% atid t^ 
^(%iAg 'them <I0 to haiip : imt David feund -ent^ 
pi^ytnent iMre fuitcd «e his g^us. It is doc 
inoended iiete ^ ^ iafmuated that ike might «mc 
fttgjpfadim^ at ^leHoi^ times i but bis «)0Fe kti- 
poitunt btt&ni&ft Wte to Idid i^is ipen (out to^hmder 

Che adjacent GOutttiyv ^® ^^^^ ^^ iiantea of 
ibme natM>n« «s the^r are called,^ <t3istM4uCh«acifl: 
have been fmali diflind communities, like the 
'{ira^ent camps of wandering Moors and Arabs, 
over whom he extended his depredations : 

£ thefe 
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tbefe are the Gdhurites, dieGezrites, and die 
Amalekites ^« Of tfaeie people he made a total 
maflacfe, at thoCb places where he made his in- 
roads ! fajing^ '^rj prudently, bft ibey fl>tmid 
uU §f us J faying J fi did David, ami fi will he 
bis manner J all the while be dwelletb in the country 
ef the Pbilifiines \ After thus carefully en- 
deavouring to avoid detedion^he brings his booty 
home, which confifted ofaU^ which thofe mifer- 
able viAims poflefled ''. He made preients, of 
this, to his benefa^r king Achifh ^ ; who, de- 
manding where he had made his incurfion ? was 
anfwered, againft the fouth of Judah, &c* ' in- 
tending by this falfity to infinuate to the king^ 
his averfion to his own country-men, and at- 
tachment to him. Jnd AcUJb believed David^ 
faying J be bath made bis people Ifrael utterly /# 
ahbmr him ; therefore be ^U be my fervaHt f$r 

ever^. 

The 



' I Sam. zzvii. 8. ^ Ver. 9. 1 1. 
« Query^ whether Daiid might not compofe a pfalm 
upon this occafion ? 
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The Philiftines at this time colleaed their 
forces together to attack the Ifraeh'tes/ To 
which fervice Achifh fummoned David K and 

.- ' ' • ^ I 

met with a chearful compliance ; furely^ fays 
David, tboujhalt know what thyfervqnt can do *. 
He accordingly marched his adherents, with the 
troops of king Achifh : but when the princes of 
the Philiftines faw a company of Hebrews in 
^heir army,' they were much fuirprifed, and 
queftioned Achifh concerning them* . The ac- 
count which Achifh gave of them,, did not fa« 
tisfy the princes, who juftly feared their captaia 
mig;ht prove a dangerous auxiliary. Mah this 
fellow returny faid they, that he may go again to 
the place which thou hajl appointed hiniy ^md lit 
him not go down with us to the battle^ left in tbt 
battle he be an ^dverfary to us : for wherewith 
Jhould be reconcile himfelf to his mafter ? Jhould it 
not be with the heads of theft men ?^ David was 

£ 2 accord- 
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accordingly difmiffed, ycg: much mortified 0t 
their diftrufe of him *• 

Here hdw* was a fignial evidence of David*lfr 
righf ioufifefe T ^iic liebfcws according to their 
o*rh 'tcftrmoiiy ilthderllbod themfelves to be the 
£l!v1&Uritcf pebpFe of God ; an} paVid Is ddiVered 
down ta lis as a diftingui&ed cbataSer ^or piety 
'im'cmg thrs pecufisirry efteemed people* Yet 
could l^is Very man without atly beiitatibn freely 
join himfeff and cfompany, to an atiny of uncir- 
cumcifed iaeJators, marbhing with boftiie mten- 
tioils againfi his coUntrj^men ! t^is a<)Vocates in- 
deed pretend[ that bad his diners been Accepted, 
iic would . nevertheieifi have gone over to the 
Ifraelites at the commencement of the b^ttk : 

» ' . ■ ■ . V . 

this is taking off the charge of one cnme, by 
imputing to him another equally bad ^ a mgft 
bafe afi of treachery ! As however the Ifraelites, 
on the foundation of their own intimacy with 
the Deity, thought they had no more obligations 

• to 
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the Ropfiaiii CstfMics ^(P^ ifP^liP A*y fca»€ 
tp ke^ faith TO* heipftcs ; th/ffe %4irw«»s en- 
deavoHr tQ piefi^e tljcpi^jy <^f 0»nd-^ eh*. 
raScr, at thie ^ppncc of ^l»^ Paid, acjfeojdn^ 
to this method <rf ^gmnb 4id ftKffwiwly iwU 
without^ OA ^ ^uxa^ioBS ; mm«»lj; Momfy. 

» • 

Upon Ms iietucn to ZildJjgn Ji^ fguji4 Adti, 
during h« abfciipc^ t><P Afloalci^ifes h^ iwde fCr 
prifals upon bim> had burnt 2^)4% • nadliad 
carried off all the WQiinei^ <*J?|tiy«» ** But iii 
the relation* there h !om r«W'f W«U uroFlh 
noting, which is, tJw.t tb^ fi^ti m ^^ ^^ 
great or /mall ^^o much ipof? )inp4cy^$i^n bad 

thefe poor heathens in thqr jufl feYtflj^^ than 
the enlightned D^ivid in }As unpff9^|^i infolt. 
If they came to ayenge {9 lairage . ^ ittfult, k 
file wed great coji^id^^f^tion in tJifpi pp fporc the 
innocent, the guilty b^i^g abfent : if th^y only 
came on the commpn prmcipk of Bl)W4fir, the 

E 3 bare 
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Iwre comparifon of the different treatment of the 
fufierers in each inftance, fpeaks f6rcibly with* 
out amplification. Upon this misfortune, his 
band began to mutiny ; and were on the point of 
ftomng^himi when he, who knew how to 
loothe them, enquired of the Lord what he ihould 
do ? and evaded their rage, hy infpiring them 
with a refolution to purfue the Amalekites, and 
with the hopes of recovering all their Ipfles. H^, 
therefore, with four hundred picked men ,fet out pn 
the purfuit ; and by the way found a ftragler s who 
iiad fainted : after recovering him, they gained, 
by his means, intelligence of their rout. David 
came upon them unexpeAedly, at a plac6 where 
they were -without apprehepfion, regaling tbem* 
fcl^s* after their fuccefs ; and though David's 
men recovered all they had loft, together with 
other booty ; and found their wives and children 
unhurt j yet could not their captain refift fo in^ 
riting an opportunity of gratifying his delight in 
bloodfliedding : the purfuit and flaughter con- 
tinued 



mm 



< i Sem. txx. 6. « Vcr. 1 1. 



\ 



AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART. 45 

tinued from the twilight (we know not whetlier 
of the morning or evening) of one day, until th^ 
evening of the next. None efcaped but a party 
which rode upon camels ^ 

Of the fpoil taken from thefe people, David 
fent prefents to the elders of his own tribe of 
Judah ; and to all the^ places were David him^ 
felf and bis men were wont to haunt ^ By 
which means he kept them attached to his in- 
tereft. 

The difpute between the Philiftine and Hebrew 
armies, did not terminate but by the defeat of 
the latter, the death of Saul, and of three of 
his fons ^, 

Such was the cataftrophe of king Saul ! a man 
advanced from the humble ftate of a fhepherd^ 
by the prophet Samuel, to be his deputy in the 
government of the Hebrew nation, under the 
fpecious name of king : a man, who, allowing 

£ 4 for 
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ipAoor k^ w«is BiIaMi i.4pM| not^ qti the wholc^ 
tMmiQ (oSer by ccimiiacifon wUH my (Khe^ kuig; 
in the/rm hiftoiy ; or ^rib^ ^JMuQer appo^^ 
to be flatned with any confpicuous faulty except 
that he vrat one degree Ie6 cruet than his haughty 
pabron : and was ^ifobedlent enough to en* 
deavour to be in efF<;d, what h^ was only in- 
tended to be in name. On the whple^ he ap^ 
pears to have been ftrangdy irrefdute and in-* 
confiftent with hnnfelf ; and is perhapo repre^ 
iented more fo than he m^ght realty have been : 
but the u^derti^Mng to reader himfelf indejpen- 
dent wa« an arduous talk for one in b^s fituation ; 
therefore his actions and profeffions might iome-* 
times difagree. However, it is impoffible to 
argue from every expreflion that may be pro- 
duced ; we muft form our judgment froin kading 
events, and correfponding expreflions ; and 4c^ 
termine as they tally with probability. If Saul 
himfelf, however he is reprefentcd as fubfcribing 
to it, was really affured of David's deftination to 
fuperfede him by Divine decree, there was no^ 

thing 
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thing left for hU^ hut refignadon: Can man fight 
againft Gc4 ? fince therefore his continual aim 
iri», t^ d^ftroy Pavid, it arguea againfi: this af- 
fmraii(^<: and if Saul himfelf was niad, furely 
hU M4ifi^ w<r^ not : how ca^^e he to find an 
^tmy as m^do^ bimfelfa to perfecute the lord's 
ajApiilted^ 

We flial] pow have an opportunity to obfervc 
the condufl of our hero in a regal capacity. The 
death of Saul facilitated his advancment to a 
/overeignty, to which be had no pretenfion, ei- 
ther by the right of inheritance ; which was 
claimed by I(h-bo(heth, a retraining fon of Saul a 
tior by popular ele^on, which. Saul himfelf had 
the ihew of : but by the clandefline appoint- 
ment of an old prophet; which infpired him with 
hopes,, of which, by arms and intrigue, he at 
length enjoyed the fruition. 

David had returned to Zil^lag but tv^o dajrs, 
when pn the third^ tb^r^ <;ame to hini an Ama- 
lel^ite, whffeffieioiifly informed him of the event 
of the battle between the Ifraelttes and Philiftines. 

He 
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He owned hmifelf to be the perfon who killed 
Sxul, after his defeat, at his own requeft : he 
l>eing already wounded. He hoped to be wiell 
fewarded for his news, by David ^whofe in- 
tentions were fo Mrelt kn^wn, that fa6 prefented 
him with Saul's crown and bracelet ^ But alas, 
he knew not David, and periflied in the expe^ 
riment : David orderii^ him to be killed for 
dariyg to (Taj the Lord's anointed <"• David's 
treatment of this Amalekite, is agreeable to th« 
cuftomary roles of politics ; and has nothing 
therefore remarkable in it, farther than it is ren- 
dered fo by peculiar circumftances. Saul was 
declared to be rejeded by God, and David was 
the pretender to his throiie ^ it may therefore be 
imagined by fome, that this man might have had 
feme claim to his private gratitude, efpecially 
confidering the account the Amalekite gave of 
the matter. 

Who can help fmiling at the relation of Da- 
\li*t tearing his doaths off his back, and burfting 

into 
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Into a forrowful lamentation for the death of a 
man, to whofe deftrudion he had fo freely offered 
to lend afliAance but juft before I 

~ Upon this alteration of affurs, David afldng 
council of the Lord, wasadvifed.to leave Ziklagt 
and to go to Hebron one of the cities of Judah ^ 
whither he and all his men repaired °« There 
)ie got bis partiians to anoint him king over Ju* 
idah > at the fame time that Abner, Saul's ge* 
neral, had, at Mahanaim, made I(h-bolheth, 
Saul's fon, king over Ifrael ®« It may be re-* 
marked here that David did not feem to claim 
in right of the facred undion beftowed on him 
long fince by Samuel. He realifed his title in- 
deed as^foon as he could make it out; by the 
law of force. But if his divine title to the He- 
brew crown was univerfally known, and if, as 
has been urged, Ifh-boflieth had none at all, how 
came David's title not to be univerfally acknow- 
ledged ? Did only one tribe believe in it ? Yet, 

David, 
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|>avid^ with the divine grant, was obliged to 
obtain the fovereignty by anns and intrigue ! juft 
for all the world like th(s wicked who attain their 
deflres by exaAly the fame means, to all external 
appearance. Upon this divifion of the king-^ 
4omy a battle was fought at the pool of Gideon, 
between the army of Ifhrboflieth, commanded by 
general Abner ; and that of David, headed by 
Jq^b : vidory declared in favour of the latt^» 
with fmall lofa on either fide, except that Joab 
loft his brother Afabel, who was kilkd by Abner's 
own hand K 

We muft here be content with general hints ; 
being opiy informed that there was hng war he- 
fwtin the houfe <tf Saul and the hmfe of David : 
§ta David waxed Jiranger midjlronger^ and the 
hmji of Saul waxed weaker and weaker ^» What 
very much conduced to this, was an ill-timed 
quarrel between king Ifh-bo(beth and general 
Abner i^ concerning one of SauFs. concubinjss^ 

with 
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with whom Abner had been too familkr ^ : anl 
his refeiitment of die hottce taken of thh ainour, 
occafioned a treaty to ht negotiated between him 
and 0ividj whom Abliier engaged ttf elhiMifli 
over all Hrael *", David accepted his ofier^ but 
demanded as a prelimiitiafy, the rdlbratioi^ of 
his firft wife, lAichA ' i who, during the^dili^tifes 
between him and Said^ had been eifpouftd to an- 
other \ This dettiand he lifcewlfe made^ bpenly, 
tyy ah exprefs mefikge to Ifli^bdil^th* ; wh6 
kikidly cbmj^ied , with * it : die podt rtlih wha 
'faadlince married her^ fcdlom^g 1]fer^ wiping 
airtfcc'way^. 

It is idi|i6ffibktoavoidiK>t*rngDakid'^ai»R^roiis 
'difj^O&kion IkCft : wjuckcoold not becontent widi 
Jixm»e$'^ wliob6r& him children % (no. mention 
of :tho(e who did aot)^ b«t wks ifet fo Wserm^ th^t 
It took the lead even in his tnoft importklnt con- 
cerns.*— We will not pretend to afiigo the caufe 

of 



' 2 Sam. iii. 7. ^ Ver. 12. * Ver. 13. « i Saro. 
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of that fad diforder, the iymptoms of which are 
defcribed in the 38th Pfalm. 

«. ■> 

After Abner had tmteioufly endeavoured to 
advance the intereft of Pavid ^ ; he had an in.- 
terview iifith him'; which, quickly after he 
returned, coming to the ears of Joab ; he, who 
does no^ appear to have been acquainted with the 
lecret fpri^g which aAuated. Abner's zeal for the 
caufe of David ; reprefented to him the impru'* 
dence of admitting a. man among them» who to 
all appearance came oiily. as a fpy. Un)cnown 
to David, he'fent for him back again^ and pri- 
vately ftabbed him, in revenge for the lofs of his 
brother Alahel \ This was a:nioft bafe piece of 
treachery, worthy the fervant of fuch a mafter>: 
to ai&ffinaiFe a man in cool blood, in revenge 
for anaAion which was committed in the' heat 
of battle.; .in felf-defeiice ; and even after fair 
warning given. 

Upon 
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Upon the murder <^ Abner, David agaia 
9L6ts the mourner ^ ; which has a greater proba* 
bility 9f being fincere now^ than when he grieved 
for the unhappy Saul } becaufe the falfe Ahner 
was preparing to do him eiTential fervice, by be*^ 
traying his mailer's caufe. But the event proved 
full as advantageous to David ^ as will prefently 
appear. 

When Ifh-bolheth and his friends heard of 
the fate of Abner, who had been the very life 
of their caufe 3 it dejeded a!I their fpirits : and 
two villains, named Rcchab and Baanah, hop- 
ing to make their fortunes by the public cala- 
mity, went and murdeied their mailer king Uh- 
boiheth, as he was repoiing himfelf dunng the 
heat of the day : and brought his head to Da- 
vid ^ But not refleding on an obvious maTim 
In politics ; they like the Amalekite before, 
who claimed the merit of killing Saul ^ foon 
found that he thought it advifeable to puniih 

tb« 
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tbetraitorsy whatever he thought of the tt'ea- 
fon^. 

Had David reflected on all the tirctlmftafices 

which led to this murder, with that tendernefs 

becoming a perlbn profeifing fo much piety, his 

compun£kion would have greatly enibaf railed him 

in the proper behaviour on this occafion* Foi* 

if thefe two execrable villains deferved punifh^ 

fncBt, what did he merit who was the. pr-knary 

caufe of fo nefarious an a£tion ? Two poor 

rogues from fubordinate views,. eiFe&ed by af* 

faffination what David fought at the head of an 

army ; which, naturally reminds us of the.pirate 

and Alexander. So ftrangcly do relative circum-^ 

fiances bias our judgment of things . elTentially 

alike. Had David aipired to no other fceptrcr 

than his fhepherd^s crook, the villains had not 

prefumed on the ufurper's gratkude ; and Iih« 

bofhetb, who was -a quiet prince, might have 

reigned lon.g an honour to himfelf and a blefling 

to his. country. 

Ifh- 

•** 2 Sam. iv. 11. 
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Kh^bofbeth does not appear to have been a 
man of parts^ qualified to contend with fuch an 
antagonift as David ; for nothing is recorded of 
him : Abner was the perfon who raifed him ; and 
had helived, would as eafily have dep6fed hini : 
and though no qualifications are a fecufity againft 
aflaffination, yet, as in the cafe of another unfor* 
tunate monairch, Darius, king of Perfia ; fuch 
•cowardly wretches generally take the advantage 
•of precipitating misfortunes already commenced, 
that they may pay their court to the rifing fun. 

The murder of this unhappy fon of an unhappy 
father, advanced David to the dignity to which 
he aipired ^. (though we (hall fee in a pafiage 
which reflects no great honour on him, that Saul 
had more fons yet living) He was now in his 
< thirty-eighth year ; having reigned feven years 
and an half in Hebron ^ over the tribe of Judab« 

F Although 



• 2 Sam. V, 3. X Chron. xi. 3. ^ z Sam. ii. 1 1 
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Although David was now inV«fted Vrilb that 
fupreixiacy, which had btefi the aim of his en- 
xleavduFs fince the time that S&miiel infpired him 
with thte Ipitit of-*— ^•ambitton .; yet could not 
bis efit«rpri£ng genius contiAiie (ktbfied with 
loch akn exakation. The firft objeA of his at- 
.Mttion noi^ Was the citjr of Jerufali^m^ then 
inhabited by the Jebufites -, (but it was of no 
jmport9ince who inhabited it, if David conceived 
,a defke far tt Ifthts city he befieged s ; and the 
iidiibilaiiits felying on the ftiengdi of their 
fortifications, out of derifion planted cripples on 
thtir f^irfpatts to guard- thfeirwaBsr; tuyitigj except 
'rihte iah im^ the biind and the iame^ th$u Jhilt 
mt rmt in ifther \ Nevathelefi Da^d carried 
thte ptate, and made it his clwrfcity *. 



Jf.'S. ifc fopptied UmlTelf with more wives 
•Md ^Joft^ttlBfiMs out of his new acquifition ^. 

While 



1 ± aihii V. 6v * Gil. V. 6. Jofephus. * Ch, v. f . 9. 
1 CIiTQn. xi. 5. 7. ^ z Sam. v. 13. 
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While he was thus amfbroufly engaged, th« 
Philiftines hearing that he was made king over all 
Ifrael, came and difturbed him : but David ac- 
cording to the ufual term fmoU them ^ \ and his 
ftrokes were always fufficiently felt. 

The comic tale of David V bringing home the 
Ark, will not be long dwelt upon ; it may only 
be remarked, that it was brought on a new cart 
drawn by oxen ; and that Uzzah fome way or 
other loft his life, or as the text reads, was fmote 
hy the Lord '^y for his impiety in faving the ark 
from being overturned ", But if the Lordfeeth 
net as fnanfeeth ; far man looketb on the outward 
appearance^ hut thi Lord loeketh on the heart i the 
intention of Uzzah was indifputably good ; and 
the alleged crime furely pardonable : the feemihg 
exigency precluding all hefitation and reflexion. 
Had the ark been really overturned for want of 

P 2 this 



1 2 Sam. v. 20. 2$. I Chron. xiv. 1 1; • 
^ Query, whether the Lord did not fometimes Cnlte 
by the handt of the priefts ? 
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this careful prevciition,Uzzahmightthen,it would 
be naturally imagined, have been TzxYttrfmote for 
negledting to fave it. However, it was no longer 
trufted to prophane hands, but carried the re- 
mainder of the way upon the more holy fhoulders 
of the Levites ^, with great parade : attended by 
muficians, and by David himfelf, who, drefied in 

a linen ephod, danced before the Lord with all 
bis might p : and this, in fuch a frantic indecent 

manner, that he expofed his nakednefs to the 
bye-ftanders. Wherefore his wife Michal fheered 
at him • How glorious was the king of Ifrael 
to-day y who uncovered himfelf to-day in the eyes of 
the handmaids of his fervants^ as one of the vain 
fellows SHAMELESSLY uncovcreth himfelf 'i, Da- 
vid, it feems, was of a difFerent opinion, for he 
told her he would play before the Lord j and 
would be yet more vile than (he had reprefented 
him ; adding — and of the maid-fervants which 
thou hafl fpoken of of them Jhall, I be had in 
honour ^. Some ftaunch zealots have very 

prudently 
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prudently fplritualized this part of David's an- 
fwer, and given the myftical fenfe of it: the 
prophane, who are content with the evident 
fignification of words, having conftrued it no 
otherwife than into an infituation that he had 
J10 caiife to be afhamed of what he expofed. 
Fie on them ! 

This ftory is concluded with a remark, as odd 

as the reft of it.-r Therefore, Michalj the 

daughter of Saul^ bad no child until the day of her 
death ^. For, if Michal had hitherto borne no 
children, neither to David, nor to her inter- 
mediate hufband, her barrennefs muft have been 

conftitutional : and^preceding her offence, <^oul4 
^ not be a punifhment inflidled in confequence of 

it. Moreover, if on the other hand, fhe had 

borne children, and this difgrace to her, was the 

confequence of a refolution made by her hufband 

David, that iSie. (hould have no more children 

hy him ; her quiet refignation under this impofed 

ftate of widowhood, is by inference a high com* 

F 3 pliment 

[ ;t, Sam. vL 2 j. 
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pliment on thU poor woman's conjugal virtue f 
which W9S far from the hiftorian's intention 
to beftow. Indeed, there is great reafon to 
credit Michal, and to believe that David really 
behaved with all the extravagance Ihe afcribes to 
him : for ihe appeared before this affur as a 
difcreet kind of a woman ; no infiance of folly 
being produced in her, unlefs the contrivances (he 
made ufe of to fave her huibaad from the cRc&s 
of her father's ragje, may be aHowed to bear fudi 
interpretation* Whatever judgment however is 
pafled upon MichaPs cenfure of David's be- 
haviour in this proceffion, it (hewed great cruelty 
and ingratitude in him to fix (b difgraceful a 
ftigma on her ; and not to make allowance for 
female indifcretion^ the worfl name that could 
%c beftowed on her fault. 

After this, David fmote the Philiffines, not 
fparing even Gath, that city which had (b hu«p 
inanely prote&ed him S He then fmote the 
Moabites, putting to the fword two thirds of the 

nation. 
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nation, %7 caufing them to lie proftrate on the 
gFOund, and fxieafuriiig them by lines ; ev^ 
with two . Kms meafure(t he to put to death ; and 
tmth one full line to keep alive : * fo fyftematic 
was his wrath f Hadadezar, king of Zo1:)ahy 
was the next whpm he fmote ; who, being af- 
lifted by the Syrians of Damafcus, he next Anote 
them ^. Yet all this fmiting and flaying, is fo 
obfcurely mentioned, that we knQw nc^thing of 
the offences committed againd this cpifhty c)4q1^ 
to excite filich bloqd^thirfty ind^nstipn. J<ldq^ 
the caufe is, without much diiiQult]r» df duciUs 
ifirom the produce of thefe.wars., wUiob ftiflicien^y 
indicate the natyre of Pavid'st thitfi. <Jfe^ 
quantities of goldj^ filv^r agd brnfs, sure f^4 ti^ 
have beea brought to Jeruf^lein * ; mA tbf 
priefts may with reafpn l>e fuppofed to be ihe 
inftigators to thefe wars ; fince we. find ^1 t\n^ 
plunder furrehdered to th^m ^. We have thef^ 
fore no caufe to wonder ^t the e^f^alted praifcs 

F 4 they 
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they have befkowed upon the inftrument of their 
wealth* He is faid to have gat him a pam^j 
when he returned from fmiting the Syrians ''—this 
may very eafily be credited ; but it i3 to be 
feared that * if the name he gat from the Jews, 
and that which he gat from the Syrians, were 
compared ; they would not accord extreamly well 
together, 

David was at this time feized with a fem^Q^ 
rary fit of gratitude 5 toward a lame fon of his 
. old friend Jonathan, named Mephiboflieth : to 
whom be reflored all the private patrimony of 
his grandfadier Saul \ and took him into his fa- 
mily ^ ; not without due confideration, it is to 
be fuppofed; fince by that means he' kept him 
under his own eye. But this gratitude was not 
lafting ; for upon an accufation preferred againft 
him by his fervant ; David readily beftowed all 
Mephibofheth's pofTeiCons upon that fervant ^ ; 
yet— —when the accufation was found to be 
falfe ; inftead of equitably puniihing the afperfer 

of 
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• 

of innocence, and re-inftating Mephibofbeth in 
his former favour ; he refiored to him but half 
the forfeiture for his fuppofed guilt* : leaving the 
villain Ziba in the quiet pofTeflion of the other 
half, as the reward of his treachery. But of this, 
in its proper place. 

The next memorable a£t recorded of David, 
is the only acknowledged crime that he ever 
committed : all his other tranfanftions being isg* 
puted right in the eyes of the Lord. \ 

In the midft of an obfcure detail of fmititig 
and flaying; in revenge for the contemptuous 
treatment of fome ambafladors, fent by him with 
compliments of condolance ; but who, perhaps 
defervedly, were confidered as fpies j while Joab 
was with the army profecuting the fiege of 
Rabbah, a chief city of the Ammonites ; David, 
then at Jerufalem, walking one evening on the 
roof of his palace, perceived, from that eminence, 
a handfome woman bathing herfelf ^« Fired 

with 
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vitb the fight, he fent to ejiquire who flie was? 

and underftandbg fbe was Bath-iheba, wife to 

Uriah, who was at that time o]^K)i'tune}y abfent 

in the army under Joab ; he caufed her to be 

brought to him diredly, (no ceremony in the 

cafe) and after gratifying his indinatkin, feat 

her home again ^ Some time after, the woman 

finding herfelf with child, naturally informed 

the king of it* He, never at a lofs for ways 

and means, immediately ordered Uriah home ^ ; 

mt whom he enquired news concerning the ope-» 

rations of the campaign : and then difmifled 

him to his own houfe ; fending after him, a 

pi^fent of viduals ^. David intended the good 

man a little relaxation from the fetigues of war» 

that he might kifs his wife, and he cheated into 

a child more than he had a natural right to: 

but whether Uriah had received ai^ intimatioa 

of the honour his majefty had done him } or 

whether he honeftly meant the felf*d^nial ^ich 

he profeffed ; we are not advcrtifed ; however, 

Uriah would not go home, but flept in the 

guard- 
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guardrjoom, with the king's fervants *. David 
tbook care to be informed of this, and qii^ioned 
Uriah concerning the rcafon of it. Uriah urged 
ja fcruplc of confcience againft going to ogoy 
any indulgence at home, while the ark, Joab, 
and the army, remained in tents in the open 
fteld K He was detained another night ; when 
David made him ^runk *, watting to foe whapt 
effed that might have. It was ftill the fanue^ 
Uriah, like many other drunken men, was f©- 
iblved not to go home. David finding himfo 
obftinate, alljered his plan of operations, and de« 
termined then to get rid *f him for ever. To 
which intent, he Cant him back to the camp, with 
»^ letter to the general. Md be wrote i« the 
Jitter^ fa^ng^ fit ye Vru^ in the fm^front 9f 
the h9tUjHui0€^ 4md retire ye frm bim, tbat be 
^nu^iefinitunjmddie^. This inftruaion was 
^cordioghr complied with * ; and then Bath- 
flieba, like another Abigail, was taken into Da- 
vid's feraglio^ 

Nathan, 



i 2 Sam. xi. 9- ^ Ver. ii. ? Ver. 1 3. » Vcr. 151. 
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Nathan, the prophet, read David an ardi 
Icfture upon this fubjeft p ; and he, who took 
care not to difagree with his beft friends, bore 
with the reproof, and humbled himfelf accord* 
ingljr. 

This complicated crime committed by David, 
is univerfaliy allowed : but people think fo little 
for themfelves, that even this would be qualified, 
were it not found ready condemned to their hand 
in the relation of it. This crime is given up too, 
as the only JIain in David's charader : but the 
circumftances of it, frill not permit this to be 
granted ; abftra&ed from anyconfiderationof the 
man. For ; though a generally good inan, may 
in a fudden ftart of any of the paifions, lofe go- 
vernment of himfelf fo fai:» as to violate conjugal 
fidelity, or perhaps fuddenly to kill another ; yet, 
a deliberate fcheme, including iW9 fuch crimes, 
can be concerted piily by a bad heart. It is 
alfo to be remarked, refpeding his famous re- 
pentance of this black tranfa£)ion i that he 

ibewed 



» 2 Sam. xii. i. 



AFTER GOD^s OWN HEART. 67 

fliewed no tokens of relenting until it was ex- 
torted from him by artifice ! and that even then^ 
though Ke mourned his crime, he never enter- 
tained athoughtof relinquiihingfuture commerce 
with the woman fo wickedly obtained, but kept 
her until he died ! and altered the regular courfq 
of fucceffion in favour of a fon he had by her ! ^ 

It is hoped the fuppofition may be allowed, 
tlfat the noife this righteous affair made, might 
be one motive for Joab's defiring David to come 
and partake fome of the honours of the cam- 
paign ' : an opportunity of which he prudently 
laid hold : but— —fatal was his prefence where- 
cver he appeared. 

How fhall a perfon fubjed to the feelings of 
humanity, (a fecurity of more avail among men, 
than the moft binding laws) how (hall a man, 
not fteeled to a very Jew, find expreflions fuited 
to the occafion, when he relates the treatment 
of this poor city Rabbah ? The ftudy would be 
as difficult as unnecefTary ; the fimple unexagge- 

rated 

i I Kings i. 13. ' 2 Sam. xii. 27. ^8. 



/ 



68 THE aiSTORY OP THE MAN 

rated tale, if fer ioufly attentfed to, Will fliock the 
kumane reader fufficien tljr. The city was taken and 
plundei-ed ; and David brought forth the people that 
were therein^ and put them under faws^ and under 
harrows ofiroUy and under axes of iron ^ and made 
them pafs through the brick-kiln : ^ and thus £d hi 
unto all the cities of the children ofAmmon ^ Thte 
precifepunilhments here alluded to, are not under- 
ftood at this time ; writers being much divided 
in their expofitions of thefe words : but that 
extraordinary punifhments are meant, cannot 
admit of a dsubt ; for though believers expound 
the putting the Ammonites under faws and har«- 
rows, into the making flaves of them ; and that 
thefe were the tools with which they laboured : 

yet 



^ It is fuppofed that the antient flavery of the Jews 
to the Egyptians, atid^the labour they were employed 
in by their lordly taik-mafters, the making bricks i 
might be a current i-eproachfiil jeer upon the Jewar^ 
.when aay quarrel happened between them and thetr 
neighbours ; and that the making their prifoners pafa 
through the brick-kiln, was a cruel method of reveng- 
ing fuch affronts. A conje^re not improbable. 
!f a Sam. xii. 3 1 • i Chron. xx. 3. 
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yet this i^iil not agree with the latter of the texts 
wfaofe authority is mentioned in the note; where 
it is faid diat be [David] cut them tvirif 
fowsj amd with harntvs •f irony and with axes f 
And ftould more evidence be yet required, Jo- 
fephtts alio writes that the men were put to death 
if ixquijitt torments. The general truth of tho 
jbfl ^ands therefore miimpeached. And is it 
yittxthe people of God, headed by a man ftiled 
in a peculiar manner, the man after God's own 
heiut, fifed the prifeners of war ? Bella ! bor^ 
rida Bella ! 

It would not be eafy to feled any period of 
any hiftory more bloody; or abounding more 
in wickednefs of various dyes, than diat which 
is the objed: of the reader's prefent attention* 
Inftances fucceed fo quick, that the relation of 
one is fcarcely concluded, but freih ones obtrude 
upon notice.— -But now horrors of a different 
hue demand our attention. 

Amnon, one of our hero's fons, ravifhed his 
fifter Tamar, and then turned her out of doors \ 

Abfalom, 

■*— i»— i— — l «M »ll III! 11^1— ^——iW——^^—^^ 
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Abfalom, her brother by the fame mother, feem-* 
ingly took no notice of it, until two years after ; 
when he invited all his brothers to a feaft at his 
(heep-lhearing ; where he made Amnon drunl^, 
and murdered him ^ : fo deliberate, and yet fo 
determinate was bis revenge ! Abfalom, on this 
account, fled out of Judea, for three years * ; 
until, at the intreaty of Joab, he was invited 
home again, by his father, whofe favorite he 
Was ^. But though he returned to Jerufalem^ 
yet would not his father fee him for two years * 
more. 

Abfalom, during his exile, conceived a defign 
of depofing his father ; for after their reconcilia- 
tion, his firft attention was to render himfelf po- 
pular. To this end he fet up a fplendid equi- 
page * J but politically increafed his affability 
with his magnificence : rifing up early, and plant- 
ing himfelf in the way, to falute all who came to 
his father's levee. Of thefe he kindly enquired 

their 
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fheir bufin^fs, ^-grievanc«s j throwing out hints 
of the king*s remiffners in the e*eeut»t>n of juftlce ; 
and how uprightly he would condud himfelf, 
were their caiifes to be determined by him **. 
^he profeflion of piety is einiverfiny, and was in 
particular, among this people, the moft fuccefs- 
ful difguife for crafty defigmng mei^ to affume. 
When Abfalom, therefore, thought his fcheme 
fufficiently ripe for eicccut ion, he defired leave of 
his father to go to Hebron^ to perform a vow 
made by him while a refugee in Syria *. At 
Hebron he fet up hfs ftandard, iand His followers 
afTembled In fuch numbers, and* the defeSion 
was fo general^ that David thought it advifeable 
to retire from Jerufakm *• 

With him he took all his family sind depen- 
dents, except ten concubines, whom he left in 
his palace to keep houfe ^. The priefts, Zadock 
and Abiathar, with the ark, would alfo have 
gone with him; but he thought it wouJd be 

G more 
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more for hia fervice for them to rtmim m 
die city ad ipiess to fend him intdligeAce 
hem matters went ^ It is 410 inconfiderable 
port of politics to know how to ftiit men with 
proper em^jnnents* Ahitophel^ his prkne mi- 
sifter^ joined the maleconteots^i to balance 
which misfortune, Daidd prevailed on Hufiiai^ 
a tmfty man of fome importance) to remain in 
the city, that he might ingi^date himfelf with 
Abfalom» thwart the counfels of Ahitophel, and 
Iranfmit intetligence to him from time to time, 
tiifottgh the conveyance of the pri^s, whofe 
i<m #ere to carry on the correfpondence \ 
Having concerted matters thus, he evacuated 
Jerufalem, and Abfalom entered ^ k. 

When David was upon his journey from the 
city, he was met by Ziba, fervant tp Mephibo-- 
{heth, with afles and pmvifions for his m^tjefty's 
accommodation in his retreat^ : of whom, when 
David enquired why Mepbibofheth did not come 

with 
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^ Vcr.37. ^ C^i. xvi. I. 
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with him; this treathcfous fervakit told hint 
thit he ftaid behind at Jef ufaleih^ hdpihg to ob** 
t^in the kingdom of his grandfather, during this 
diftutbartdft * : bjr which lyirig afperfion, he 
gained a grant Of all his miftet's pbiTeAiohs. 

« 

Here we may lAtr^nc^ft cii^cumftancey wh»h 
IS fo far material, a« it kr^ts to fliew« thiit the 
fanSity of David wlu fiot <|ilite fo ttiiiVfrfall/ 
tifTented to, atf tnajr be isiagined^ while he wis 
living ; and his actions not on]|y frefh in me- 
mory, hat tttorc perfertly known, than, pof- 
fibly, was prudent to tranfmit to thefe diftant 
ages. V 

As Diftvtd proteciited hie fliglrt) he wae W^t 
by a man of Saul's family, whofe n^Hae ^es 
Shimei. This man as he came on, kept mut* 
terhig turfes between his teeth, and at Ithgth 
caft ftones at the krng and kiis attendants, tailing 
out to him, Ddmt dta^ tome iwf , thstt ih^ufy rrUtn^ 
and thttu man of Belial: the Lord hath returned 
*i4kAti thee ^^^ the Jdcod fi£ the hou£t 4/* ^^^^ In 

G 2 whofe 

^ 1 Sam. xvl 3. 
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whofijtead thou haft reigned^ and the Lord hath 
delivered the kingdom into the band of AbfaUni thy 
Jon : and heboid thou art taken ih thy mifchieff 
heioufe thou art a bloody man ^m . This is pathe*- 
tic^ and truly charaderiftk of the perfon to 
whom the fpeech was addrefTed. Some of his 
retinue were at the point of filencing this brawler 
with the ultima ratio regum^ % but David pre- 
vented it ®, wifely confidering this not to be a 
feafon for proceeding to extremities. 

. Abfalom^ in the mean time, being come to Je- 
rufalem ; like a buck of Spirit, took the damfels 
which his father had left to keep houfe, and 
cuckolded the old msm by way of bravado, oa 
the top df it ^ ; in a tent ereded for this heroic 
purpofe 1 

Ahitophel advifed Abfalpm to fele^l twelve 
thoufand men, and purfue David dire£Uy, before 
he had time to recover his furprize ^ j which was 

certainly 



•C-- ■ 



m 2 Sain.'xvi. 7. 8. 
» The motto on F^rench cannon. • Ver. 9. 10. 
p Ver. 21.22. ^ Ch. xviL i. 
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certainly the beft refolution that could have been 
fbrmed. But Hufliai, as was concerted, pro^ 
pofed a different plan of operations : oppofing to 
the former, the well-known valour and military 
fkill of the old king ; and the hazard of making 
him fllnd his men defperate ^ He advlfed a col* 
lefHon of all the troops in the kingdom; that 
fuccefs might be in a manner infured: and 
that Abialom fliould command them in perfon. 
By which means, he affirmed that they ihould 
overwhelm David and his party ». wherever they 
found hini ^.^ Hufhai gained the afcendency ; 
and when he knew that his fcheme was ac- 
cepted, he gave immediate notice to the priefts ^ : 
with inftru£tions for David how to condu£thim- 
ielf ^ David divided his forces into three bo- 
dies ; commanded by Joab, Abifhai, and Ittai : 
but by the prudent cai^ of his men, was not per- 
mitted to hazard his perfon, by being prefent in 
aftioA ^. When he had reviewed his army, he 
gave his^nerals efpecial charge to prefiarve the 

G 3 life 



' 2 Sam. xvii. 8. ' Ver. 1 1, ^c. * Vcr. 1 5- 
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lifeofAbfalom; and with apolicy that reflet ho- 
nour upon his military knowledge, opened the 
enemy ill the wood of Ephraim ': a covert fitua' 
tion, beipg (he moft judicious that could be 
chol^n, for a fmall army ' to eneountec one ^ore 
numerous. David's men were tried veterans, 
among whom were the remains of thpfe who 
ferved under, and Jived with him at Gath ' j . 
whereas, Abfalom's army muft have confifted 
chiefly of frefh men. The battle decided in fa- 
vour of David ' } with great Sautter of the 
rebel army : and as Abfalom fled on a mule, bis 
hair, which is celebfated for its beauty and tjuan- 
tity, entan^ed in tN boughs of an oak, and he 
remained fufpend.ec] in the air ; while bis mul^ 
ran away froni between his legs ''. He was qb- 
ferved in this condition by a man who went and 

lb i an^ he, who ca»fuUe4 the fefe^y ef 

rather thw h» parent?! w«*k|iefc in be- 
half 



' 2 Sam. sviij. 4. j. 6. 
ording to Jpfcphut, Dasid hai bat fvu theo- 



1. XV. 18. " C^. *viii. 7. ^ Vet 9. 
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halt of aa uiinatund fen^ killed AbiUom with 



c 



Da^id gri^v^ immrifrat^y (far Iltt9 rejirobate 
fofl, on iriio(R to h?4 i9ilpl«Qfd « g^e^l ifFec*? 
tion ^ : and thojagh h^ had 4^4tli€i niQuriifer pa 
leveral former occaiions, this is the only one^ 
in which his fiBcerity need not be queftioned. 
It h true he might be really ooAM'iied at the 
murder of Abner $ but then drcumftances ought 
to be atteflidcd to : Abner w«» killedprematurely ; 
lie had net fimfHed his treacherous negotiation ; 
I>ai4d had much (e h<9^ ffom him ; but^—whea 
his exfeftati<Hi8 had been anfwered, itis far from 
being improbable^ that he would haye found an 
lapportumty himfetf^ tohave got rid of a man, on 
whoA be cot^d fafne pbce^ b» leSaiioe. But 



David 1^ rp.ufed fiso^jn kk lamentions by 
the reproaches pjf ^is. vi^/iou? Qeneral % wh^) 
^fied with fuccefs, told him the truth, but 

G4 perhaps 



5 a Ssua xviii. 14. ^ Ver. 33. Ch. zix. 4. 

; Vcr. 5. 6, 7. 
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perhaps told it too coarfely. It is evident thst 
Joab now loft the favour of his inafter,^which 
the murder of Abner, the killing Abfalom in 
AireQ contradidion to David's exprels order ; 
and laftly, his want of fympathjr, and his in- 
delicacy in the prefent inftancC} were the ap- 
parent caufes. 

After the battle, he invited Atnafa, Abfalotn's 
vanquifhed Genera], to return to his duty ; very 
tly and unaccountably promifrng him 
command of his army in the ftead of 
vhich was feemingly but an unthankful 
r the viAory that officer had juft gsuned 
1 for his attachment to his intercft all 
iVmafa, it is true, was a near relation ; 
', according to Jofcphus, flood in the 
;ree of confanguinity ; they being both 
of David's fillers : this offer muft therc- 
! been raflily influenced by his rcfent- 
linft Joah, as beforementioned. 

The 



f 2 Sam. ziz. 13. 
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The remains of Abfalom's fcattered army dif- 
perfed to their homes in the beft and moft pri- 
vate manner they could s : but David inadver* 
tently plunged himfelf into frefh troubles, by 
cauflng himfelf to be conduded home by a de* 
tachment from the tribe of Judah ^. This oc- 
cafioned difpiites between that and the other 
tribes. They accufed Judah of ftealing their 
king from them K Judah replied, that they gftve 
their attendance, becaufe the king was of their 
tribe; and that it was their own free will^: 
the others rejoined that they had ten parts in the 
king, and that their advice fhould have been 
afked as to the bringing him back ^ At this 
junfture, one Sheba took advantage of the dif- 
contentj and blew a trumpet^ and faid^ we have 
no part in David, neither have we inheritance in 
thefon ofjejfe: every man to his tent, O IJrael ^. 
The confequence of this, was a fecond infur- 
re£tion. Amafa- was ordered to afTemble an 
^rmy, to fupprefs it i but not proceeding with 

the 

« 2 Sam* xix. 3# ^ Ver. 11. 15. » Ver. 41. 
* Ver. 4a. \ Vcr. 43. » Ch. xx. i . 
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the <f«firc4 fpwii Abi(hj|i was ^fv^rmsi C€»h- 
in^i^4 with th^ fa^f tfufl ^ Ama&^d Abiflm 
m^ ^ prqc6e()e4 ipgetberk 9^ni imn jwi^ hj 
Joab aiK) h^ i|i^i\,. ^Mt J(*fet not, tlWfOHgWjf 
lil^inf tp fcrye ue4«r ^ p^ap; fee had (W Iftlcly van- 
qi|iOK4> and h^vu\g a$ ff «r (erm^s ^ CQnfeka^ 

a(^ his ci)4 iH«f|Q^ mg4e ilM>ii; work» feibhcd 
Am^a, 4fi4 rorai{ui9e4 I^q Ciunfaand off the 

•Being one? ^g^iii fijtpF^aiii \n cocfitimfi%l»h 
proceeded dire<^ly to jtbe redu^lifiQ pf Ui^ m^^ 
^o^tem$ ft who fi^ut thpmfe^ve^ up ii| the city of 
Abel i(f Beth^nitajg})^ : he b^^H^red th^ tqwi^ hu^ 
h; the negotiation of a woman, the ^nh^iAtf 
agreed (o thrpw Sheh^'s hea4 t^ bim oy^ tl^ 
wstfl i wlM<;b <feey performed * i gRd th^^ was 
qi»iet onee mq^ f eftpre^* Jaab reli«riie4 to Je- 
jruftlciD» wbcre we are told tjbiat be w^ Qeaer^ 

oyer all the, hpft of Ifr^el ?. Not 9 fyll^We 9Jfc- 
F^s pf any qp^tice tal^^q by Xteyid pf tfie fliurr 

4^1^ 



* 2 Sam. XX. 7. 9. • Ver. 1 5. 16, Wc. 

♦ » Vcr. t). 
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cler of the Genera! by himfelf apq[iointed : and 
of the aflaffin's ufurping the command of the 
army. 

Not findmg room in its proper place, it fhall 
now be noticed, that when David was returning 
to Jerufalem from tlie redu£tion of AbfiJom^fi re- 
bellion ; with the men of Judah, who came to 
efcort him, Shimei, the Beiyamite % joined twt 
at the head of a party of his own trite Th« 
man, who had at a fpr^icr m(^UAg;t fo freely 
beftowed his maledictions on D^yii i^hon a fu- 
gitive ; upon thisHchanj? of circumftances, rc- 
fle£tiqg on the king's vindi^we texJUf^r^ c^vfit 
now to make hi^ fiibipiffioii : D^yid accepted his 
acknowledgements, and confirmed his pardon 
with an oath *". 

We fliall have occafion to refer to this paflage 
anon. 

Mephiboflieth came alfo to welcome David on 
bi^ f^Wfh Md mideceiye him with regard to the 

falfe 
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fclfe Ziba's reprefentation of him ; — ^but he ap- 
pears to have met with no other redrefs, than a 
lemittance of half the grant made to Ziba of his 
cftate ^. 

. Thefe inteftine troubles put David upon pon- 
deriiig how to fecure himfelf, as fiir as he could 
farecaft, from any future difturbance* 

It IS the part of good politicians, not only to 
form wife defigns themfelves, but alfo to make 
proper adviantage of publk occurrences ; that all 
events indifcriminately may, more or lefs, lead 
to the purpofes wanted to be obtained. Of this 
poGcy ^e fhall obferve David to be mindful in 
die enfuing tranfa^on. Not that a panegyric 
upon bis contrivance in this inftance, is by any 
means intended ; for certainly a niore bare-faced 
tran(a£tion was never exhibited : fuch indeed as 
could on^y have been attempted among the poor 
bigotted Jews. It is fufficient, however, that it 
anfwered David's purpofe ; than which more 
could not have been expefied from the moft com- 

pleat 

^ 2 Sam.2(ix. 39. - 
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pleat ftroke that refined politics ever produced. 
But, view it in a moral light, and certainly a 
blacker piece of ingiatitiide and perfidy can hardly 
be imagined«-^It was impoffible to continue the 
narrative >^ithout prefacing thus much. 

David having with much trouble, from his 
competition with Ifh-boiheth, eftablifhed himielf 
upon the Jewifti throne ; and having in the latter 
part of his reign been vexed, and driven to di(^ 
agreeable extremities, by the feditious humour 
of his fubjeds, the rebellion of his own Ton Ab- 
falom,. and the revolt of Sheba ; his^mind now 
fell a prey to fufpicion. He called to remem- 
brance, that fome of Saul's family were yet 
living J whom, lefl they ihould hereafter prove 
thorns in his fide, he concluded inexpedient 
to cut oiF. 

Whenever David projeSed any fcheme, a reli- 
gious plea and theaffiftanceof his old friends, were 
never wanting* . A famine befel Judea ; which 
continued three years ; probably occafioned by 
the preceding intefline commotions. David en- 
quired of the Lord: and the Lord anfwered^ it 
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it far Sault «id ftr bis hltM^ bstfe, itceafi he 
Jkm the Giktmim '. But where is this crime 
recorded \ StunuH choired Szul with no fucK 
daughter : be reproadied bioi with a CDntraiy 
fault, an ad of nvrgr/ wMcb m affigned as one 
of the reafons for depofing him. So that this 
crime was not recoDcacd", tilt many years after 
the man was dead ! and then God punilhe^— 
whom ? a wholie natioti ; with three years fa- 
< mine : which, by the hye, was not fent as a 
{ninilhmcnt neither ; but merely as a hint of te- 
ntembrance, which ended in hanging the late 
king's innocent children ! 

The 



( z Sam. sxi. i . 
■ Tf God Iboght vengeance for a pardcular aft of 
cnidij, perpetrated bj Saul ; when wa: venfeance 
demanded for David's maffacie of the Edomketf the 
Meahilei, the Amtnonilts, (he ytbuftlesi and others, 
who at limeB became the objefts of David's wreth .' 
That Che diatge troy ttlade to foaie forMer sSafr, 
ontefiedf k Is however truly ctmatkiblc, that 
liould be no chronological record of a fad, 
fter fuch a length of time demanded an ex[Ma- 
iwfully hinted, and fo eitia^fdinary in its cir- 
feal 
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The oraciilair refponfe didated no ad of es- 
piathm } i>«tt only pointvd <iut the t^ufe of cHe 
famine. So that the Gibeonites (who by the 
wajy had hitherto made no complaints that we 
kficm' of ) were applied ^ to, for a knowledge <of 
yftaX refeoifop^nee th^j demanded? They re«> 
quired ho gifts, neither that for their fakes David 
ihould kill any man in Ifrael ; (which qualifytilg 
expreffion feems artfully intended.; fiiice they 
only required David to deliver the men t9 thsm^ 
that they might kill them) but that feven t»f 
Saul*s foils ihould be furrendered to them, that 
they might hang 'them up, unto the Lord \ 
David, not with-held by any motives of grati- 
tude toward the pofterity of his unhappy father • 
in Jaw, but in dired violation of his oath at the 
cave of Engedi ^ j granted, the requeft he m oft 
h^mfelf have inftigated * : fparing only Mepbi-^ 
{K>fli^h who luckily was fo Unfortuni^ as to 
be a cripple } and fo much a dependent on Da- 
vid, and k^ under hta own eye, that he had 

eo 



«^ 2 Sam. xxi. 2. 3. « Vet. t5 
J 1 San. x^v. ak. 22. ^ 2 Sam .xxi. 6. 
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no room for apprehenfion from him» He there-* 
fore referved Mephtboflietb^ in memory of ano- 
ther oath, between him and his father Jonathan. 
Mephibofheth, having fuch a-lhocking fcene to 
contemplate^ and, confidering his decrepitude, 
might (as he really was) with little hazard W 
preferred ; as an evidence of probity in this pious 
king. 

A confcience of convenient flexibility is of 
great ufe : thus David being under obligation by 
two oaths ; forgot one^ and remembered the 
other. When Creon in Oedipus was interro- 
gated concerning his confcience, he replied. 

"^^Tis my Jlavey my drudgey my fupple glove^ 
My upper garment ^ to put on, throw off. 
As I think hejl : *tis my obedient confcience* 

David now, thinking himfelf fccurely fettled, 
was moved both by God * and by Satan ^^ to 
caufe his fubjeds to be numbered ; which is, 
oddly enough, imputed as a great fin in him 

to 



• 2 Sam. xxiv. i. *> i Chron. xxi. i. 



fa ffe^afre : fcf poor tnsn^ arccofding fo the pre- 
ftiHesr, he war bvt a pdfive inftrumerit in the af^ 
ferfi- Ercn D^ft/fliDulcf have his due, Tht 
profhet Qacf caHcd Mm to accotrnt fbr ir f anci 
a^ aprmMbftieiTt fbf t&iV ftn <if comp^tfion, pro- 
potmddf to ftfm for hfs diofce, three kinds of 
plagirew, one of which, iisJkBjeSfi thereby n'e- 
ccffiirifjr htcarrccf. Soven years ifamin^, three 
iiiontfts' pcrfcctrtfon from cnenriey ; or three days 
pejjBfefiar * Eferid chofe the hitter. 



Itmajf be.a& weii tadflslintt. this ftopy^ z$ t^ 
eiuec iata aaj mace pai:tkulai: coaiidftratioa of 
k. From tLe. above, ftsoe of tb«.cafe,. the i*- 
celilgfiU ceader vnii need mvaiMafiGC^ iq making 
hts ow|x ipirate lefljouom on* it« 

' We have now attended David down to the 

far decayed^ thornd addition of d^athtng ^ could 
jtotain- ff piiopnt dkrjgvei^ of wonntirv 1^ phyfi- 
cians prcftriherf sf young' woman to ettcriffi him 

H. in 

« a Sam. xxiv. 13. r Chron. xxi. la. 
<* I Kings i. I. 
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In his bed, by imparting to him a (bare of jure 
niie heat '. This remedy may be very expe- 
dient in cafes of extream age ; but why beauty 
ibould be a neccllary part of the prefcription, is 
difficult to conceive. They fought a^/r<]!i7m/«/y 
and the damfel they found, was very fair ^ 
Pofllbly David m^ht himfelf dire& the delicacy 
of the choice : but if his phylicians intended it as ' 
a compliment to their matter, it indicated a very 
infufficient knowledge of the animal ceconomy ; 
thus to Simulate the old man, and harrafs a car- 
cafs already fufficiently worn out : wherear, a 
virgin of homelier features, at the fame time that 
fhe would have furnifhed an equal degree of 
warmth, would have beenlels liable toput wicked 
thoughts in the patient's hAd '. However, the 
hiflerian 



e I Kings i. 2. ' Vcr. 3. 4. 

t " Boerbaave ftequently told hii papils that an oM 
' German prince, in a very infifm ftate of healtii, be- 
' ing advifed to lie between two young viituous vir- 
' ~ns, grew fo healthy and ftrong, that his phyfici- 
13 founil it lucijfary to remove his conipaniom. ' 
kmae on Healtb, p- 70. iioK> 
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hifloriaii has taken care to inform us, that the king 
inezv her wf**; aft allertion, which from the 
jpremtfes, there does hot appear any reitfoii to 
controvert: 

'*'.'•;' . . ' 

While the kixfg lay in this debilitated extre-- 
mity of Hfe, he was deftined to experience yet 
another mortification from his children; Ado- 
riijah, his eldeft fon^ fince the death of Abfa*- 
lofti ; taking advantage of his father's incapacity^ 
foolifhiy afTumed the title of king ^, .which, had 
he been a little lefs precipitate, would have foon 
fallen to him, perhaps, without cohteft; For 
though David afterward is reprefented as having 
fecret intentions to alter the fuccdBon, yet the 
countenailce (hewn to his pretcnfion by Jo^brbb 
general, by Abiathar the prieftj and even by all 
his other brother's ^ ; feem to indicate that had 
Adonijah been more prudent, wefliould not now 
have heard fo much of the wifdom of Solomon. 
It is poflible, Adonijah might, even as it was, 

H 2 have 
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htw imifltauned bis anti^p^^d d%aity ; 1m4 ^ 
npCy like Saul beford) fl^bted his moft ppwerfiJ^ 
i^i^s. He m«de an en^ertaiameat, to wbicb? 
•be invited aU his brothers, except Sdomoa * i 
but what ruined him, was bis not inciting Na-^ 
than the pr>ophet ; it was /iS«r^^grodge began; 
and die exctufion from this merry bont, and the 
confidence of the party, coufed the proplBt^ 
loyalty to exeit itfelf *, which might probably 
have been fupprefled by a due fl&am of Adonijah'^ 
good cheer. 

Let not the writer he accuM of PHt^S ^ 
malicious conflrti&ioii ufK)ii every^anfa^ioo he 
-produces^ Pray, reader, turni to your bible : ii» 
the tenth verfe of the fiirft chafder of the firft 
book of Kings, you^ will find a. fema^k that 
Nathan was not called to tjie feaft. The very 
next verfe begins,^ Wh£R&J?ORS, Nathan fpaie 
$mt9 Batlhftuba^ the mother rf S^loimny icQ.-^^ 

He was certainly nettloi at the.fligbt put on hip, 

and 



1 1 Kings i. 9. 10* » Ver. ti. 
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and fbiiieothen^mh<^bnA|tiivitedtoAddli9ah^$ 
fcafi:^ elfehe w6uldIf0tba1peMGfledmltllAt€s^- 
x:«aMflAhce I nMck haj better been wav«d« Tbc 
ivippeiktiaik id not Ai lidkolous, u has btm re«- 
prefesmed^ C^fuNftyifae^dtebUic^of Natiiwi's 
Mfig eorrapcedi Wds fiol left tkih that of Dn^ 
^W4 Tms I Wte, fH^tfl tdf ftaiH e«Mpt SiA»* 
lihMH (ti(rlM>^ ha^ te fcMtt ii^iUri, Mad foiiit |iri^ 
rate reafejAs te tte i^Mtni^^ #hich thtir ^r»* 
cKediitgs ttnew diem t^ havt bien ftli^alt of) wtft 
i^cablt 10 ^lijig tht Ib^Kedltoii oil t&eir cMcr 
brdtb^; fkoitgb ceitaihly at intM^h inmefted 
in ^ Hfy^vl of the kbigdolis ft^ NaAan 
coutdbe^ 

Nftthan aDi 9ftlh«Aebi cdnceH to infytm 

David of this matter * ; where the . a^r<KQl9d 
prOphef cou}d not forget the flight put upon htm, 
but, it being foremoft In his mind, he infifts 
upon the circumftance of excluiion, in an earneft 
maiHieri tnt m^ ^^^ ^^ tbf fef^My and 

|i 3 Z^dok 

5 I Kings!. 13, 
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%adok tbt prieft^ andBataiahtbefmofJehaiada^ 
anS thf ftrvant SoUraatiy hath ht net called " i 
which .fpakc the caufc of his ofEcious loyalty 
but too plainly. Daytd here aclcnowjedges the 
promifc'by which he waved the right of primo- 
gcnitute, in favour of So1<»tio^, Bftth-Oicba's 
fbn ^ He now dire&d him tp be fet qpon 
a mule, to be proclaimed and anointed king 
of Ifrael ; by bis appointment ^. The nccU-r 
mations of the people upon this raree-fliewj 
difturbed the oppolite party at their table ; and 
an event, fo unexpected, quite difconcerted 
them ; they all difperfed ■■ ; Adonijah ran to 
the tabernacle, and took fan&uary at the altar, 
itained of Solomon a conditional pro- 
f pardon ^i depending on his good ~be- 
r*. 

And 



Inga i. a6. » Ver. 30. ^ Ver. 33. 38. 

' Ver. 41. 49. 50. f Ver. J2. 

omon Toon found a pretence ridiculous enough j 
cient in his eyes, to g$[ tid of Adontjah, yih^it 
^ was dead. 
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And now, methinks, fome gentlewoman of 
more than feminine patience^ whcfe curiofity may 
liave prevailed with her to proceed thus far, may 
liere exclaim. • It muft be granted. Sir ! that 

* David had his faults ; and who has not ? but 
^ what does that prove ? only that he was a man. 

* If he was frail, his repentance was exemplary ; 

* as you may perceive, if you can prevail with 
^ yourfelf to read fome of his pfalms. Indeed, 
^ after your ill-trcatment of theicfipture, it will 
^ avail little to tell you that you contradid 

* thofe infpired penmen^ who exprcfsly ftile 

* David the man after GoiTs own heart. Nay, 
^ your writing againft him under that epithet, 
^ (hews fufficiently the rancour and impiety of 
^ your heart ; fo that I am fearful there are fmall 

^ hopes of reclaiming yc»i.' Good madam ! 

hear me calmly, and we fhall part excellent 
friends yet. Had David not been feleded from 
the reft of mankind, why then — it is poffible — 
hardly poffible, — ^he might, pa& in the grofs, 
;iyith the reft of the jewifti kings. But, when 
,he is exalted and placed in a confpicuous point 

H 4 of 
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of view, as an eminent example oT pietj ! he 
then neceflaril^ attraAs our notice in an efpectal 
manner : and we are naturally led to wonder 
that 7 more happy Aibjefi of panegyric had not 
been chofen. If he was an holy pialmift ; if he 
is ftiled the man after God's own heart t M aiSp 
lived the life here exhibited : and his capability 
of uniting fuch contrarities, does but augment 
his guilt ! 

Yet, even in hispfalms, he frequently breathes 
nothing bitt blood, and the moll rancorous re- 
fentment againfl his enemies. Of thefe take a 
jjwcimen or two, from the degant tteings out, 
of that tranfcendant pair of geniulTes, Meffieurs 
Thomas Stemhold, and John Hopkins ; in re^ 
commendation eif" whofe veHion, and the tafte 
of our countrymen, it may be truly affirmed, 
that their pfalms hare gone through more edi- 
tions than the works of any other poet, or brace 
of poMs whatever. 

Pfalm 
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Kim Ixviii. 2t2. IJi 24. 

His enemies e^lfi^ 
The hairy fcalp offuth as on 
In wickedftefi Jh'gn^'* 

From Bafan ItmUithig^ fndht^ 

My peapU and m^Jhi^^ 
^nd all my own^ as I have done^ 

From damgers ^f ibedeep. 

And makefhim dip tbiirftet in Uood 

Of tbofe that h^ fH^ nami y . 
The tongues of dogs they Jhall be red 
l^kh Jieiing of thefime. 

Again, in Pfalm Ixix* a^ 25. 26. 27. 

lATiLt turn their taUe to afnare 

To take themfehes therein^ 
Andwhoi they tkMfiiU toell tofart^ 

Thin, trof them in their gin c 

And 
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And lit their eyef be dark and Uind^ 

That they may nothing fee ; 
Bow down their hacks y and let them find 

Themf elves in thrall to he : 

Pour out thy wrath as hot asfire^ 

That it on them may fallj 
Let thy difpUafure in thine ire 

Take hold upon them all. 

• As defarts dry their houfe difgrace^ 
Their feed do thou expelj 
That none thereof pojfefs their place^ 
Nor in their tents once dwell. 

Very pious ejaculations for whfile congrega*^ 
tions to Jing to the praife and glory of God! 

David's failings, as they are qualifyingly 
termed, are generally mentioned as exceptions 
to the uniform piety of his character : but, if 
David ever performed any truly laudable a£tions » 
thofe are the real exceptionis to the general bafe* 
aefs which ftains the whole of a life uncommonly 
•riminah 

The 
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. The writer docs not taft hitnfelf to reconcile 
raune and cruelty, with morality and religion ; 
fthere are commentators who love thefe knotty 
affairs ; to them they are left. When the vinr 
didive tenor of any of David's pfalms has been 
lufifted on, the tranflation is immediately ccn- 
fured ; prudently enough ; as every one who has 
fenfeto perceive the incongruity between fuch 
bloody wifbes and denunciations, and the ac- 
knowledged purity and mercyof the all-beneficent 
Father of nature, may not have learning enough 
to difpute about Hebrew points ; and to make 
them point what meaning he pleafes. However, 
fuch an one, by comparing the labours of Hebrew 
critics, may yet be enabled to form fome fort of 
judgment between them. For inftance in that 
terrible 109th pfalm ; it is certain, our DoAor^ 
in Divinity do not like it ; but, fomething muft 
be done with it : fome therefore fay that the 
verbs are not tranflated in their proper tenfes, 
^nd that prophetic declarations are thus miftaken 
for the pfalmift's execrations : others again fay, 
^at to be fure they are imprecations, but not the 

impre- 
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imprtcatiom of David $ biit tbofe of bis eiMnnies 
an bim» which he there only relates ! O iwppjr 
meit F why do not we ail leant Hebrew ? Hii^ 
ecempiary tcfientatict is pkadcd $ is it Wf 
where to be fitand bat id the pfaium t Bfd>dr 
frmti ye fiudl haw them. It David wai ever 
truly piousy we ihall certainly perceive it, iifihia 
behaviour on his death^bed^ Thirty it is to be 
hoped, we fliall find him forgiving htt cnelnier> 
and dyi«ig iti charity with all mankindw Thia ill 
wliat ait mankind in general make a point of ^ 
from the feint to the maleBK^r» David there* 
fore muft certainly give v» an extraordinary in* 
ilranai of hb attention to this important evidence 
of comrttion. But what fliall we think when 
we fee this Nero of the Hebie ws die ta a mantief 
uniform and confiftent with the whole toutft of 
ht^Hfe? IVbat will be ourreftefltons^wht^ Wl^ 
find him, with his \z& accents, delivering two 
murders in charge to his fob Solomon i imifders 
ftill ftirtfaer aggravated by the inclnded crimea of 
ingratitude and peijury \ One of thetti to beexe-.*. 
cuted on his old faithful genera)^ Joab ( who 

power* 
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pcxworfviUy aflifted him on all occaitoos, and who 
adhered to him in all his extremities ; tUi at die 
laft, when he had juftifyable caufe for chagrin : 
but who notwxthftandinghad not appeared agaiiift 
him in adual hoftflity : but only drank a glafs of 
wine wkh the maleco»tents. It will avat'l no- 
thing to plead thd ptti vate. faults of the man ; we 
^iG now to confide hio;! as relative to D^vid^ m 
bis. public capacity* In which light w< muft 
loath tbct msL&efy who died meditating Uack in* 
gratitude, againft fo faithful, fo ufeful a fervanr. 

For even hisdefeftion at laft, may perhaps admit 
of being interpreted into a patronization of that ' 
particular plan for the fucceflion, rather than into 
a rebellion againft the Superannuated monacvh* 

His other charge was agaioft Shimet, who 
reviled David at his retreat from Jerufalcm, dur- 
ing Abfalom's rebellion ; but who made his fub- 
million to him when he returned vidorious : 
and whole pardon David had fealed with a 
fokmn oath ". ^ 

Ax tend 
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Attend we now to dw' ezul^ of diefe re- 
fledioiuj 

After exhorting Solomon on his death-bed, to 
keep the llatutes of the Lord ) David proceeds; 

Moreover thou knowej} alfo what Joab, the 
Jon of Zeruiahj did to ttUy Oud what he did to the 
two captains of the ho/is of Ifrael^ unto Abner the 
fon of Nery and unto Amnfa the fin of Jether^ 
whom bejltw, andjhed the blood of war in peace, 
end put the blood of war upon his girdle that was 
about his loiniy and in his Jboes that were on his 

Do therefore according to thy wifdom, AND LET 
Not his hoar head go down to the 
crave in peace "^^ 

This was afterwards fulfilled in the bafeft 
manner, hy the admiuiftratar to this pious 
teftament. 

David concludes thus. 
tnd behold, thou haji with thee Shimei the fon 

er 

* 1 Kinga ii. J. 6. 
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kfGeray a Benjamite of Bahuriniy which cutfed 
mi with a grievous furfcj in the day when I whnt 
to Mahanaim : but he came down to meet me at 
Jordan^ and Ifware to him by the Lordj faying^ 
I will not put thee to death with thefwordi 

ifow therefore hold him not guiltlefs : for thou 
art a wifi ntan^ and knbwejty what thou oughteji 

to do unto him-, BUT AlS HOAR HEAD BRING 
THOU DOWN TO THE CRAVE WiTH BLOOD*. 

'I'hat is to fay, ^ It is tfue^ / promifed not 

* to put him to death, but tllfou art a wife mati^ 
< and knoweft what thou oughteft to do : thou 

* kn6weft thyfelf not to be. bound by that obli- 
^ gation ; therefore his hoar head, &c/ So 
faying, he expired ! 

This command Was ftlfo exectited in a man- 
ner, worthy the fonof ,^UCl)111 fat^tV ' 

To take . a retrofpeft view of the foregoing 
narrative ^ in few words may be feen the fum 

total 

\ 
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tota^ of the wbtfe. A (hephMl yiMtb ia cfiMfell 
by « dilgiifted pfophet cq Ihb the itiArtiiMtit nf 
hiV revenfe oa sft amrftdabk kiUfjf. Te this 
pni he k inTpired vriiA ambkkyus bopev, bf a 
private inangoradoR; i^hitroduccdtecouit, in 
the capacity of a harper ;» and by knocking 
down a man with a ilonie» whom, if he had 
mFiTed once, he had four more chance&of bitting^ | 
and from whom, at the 1a&^ he could have ea- 
fily ran away ; he was advanced tathe dignity of 
(bn-in-Iaw to the king. So fudJen and unlooke4 
for a promotion, within fight of the thrqne,. fii* 
mulated expe£latians already awakened ^ dni 
Saul foon perceived reafoas to cepent his alliance 
with him. Being obliged to retire from court^ 
he aflembled a gang of Ruffians, the acknowfedged 
QUiteafis.of ihdbettuiitcy, and becanr ttie ring- 
leader o£ a lawhfir eompauBrp of Bandini. hk 
this capacity he feduces his brother-in-law Jo- 
nathan, from hfs alfegianceand filfal duty ^ and 
covenants with him, that if Keobtainerfthe king- 
(fom, Jonathan fhould be the next perfon in au- 
thority under him. He obtains a fettlement m 

the 



tht €rtr8fit6f** 6»f a PMIiftmd pfific6, where, iri-, 
Itead t>f ^ppiyltig Urtiftit hii^kUy to ^he arts 
iff cUltiVattoiih, h6 fubftfts by plundering, and 
t)titcBelrmg ffi« itftighbtniriiig riattohs. He of- 
ftr^ fiis alfiffaHde to the Pljiliflfn^ armies, in 
Ific w*r ^inft hfs b-^ri ctiiihtty, and father-in- ' 
hw 5 artd hr mticliciifg^fted at ihe{r diflfruft. of 
Ws flftcfe'rity; Ht hbWt^et availed hifhfeif of fhe 
M^t ini c!N?aelr of ii^tri, and m^de a pufli for the 
^irigddnf . Of this he gairted b'tiiy Hh own tribe 
ttf Judaft :- hilt iftretigtliened by this ufurpatioh, 
lit; eotiteffed tl^e femaiiider teith Saul's fon^ Ifii- 
Trolhdth, #!ioifri ht pef fectited to the gfaCVe : Ifls- 
t6{teth h^Wg affaffinattd by two' villains with 
xntetttkm to fray t^ieir court to thie ufufper, Kfe 
is ttbtt kmg of Iff ad. In ^htc^ capacity he 
flMrt&iitti aitd maffacfed all Wi n^rglibou^s fOXiti'd 
fmri a?t difcr^tJon, IJe dtfikd tfre wife of on^ of 
fcts offiee*$, While her hufbaAd V^s abfeitt in the 
.army : mA fiadii^g fhe was with child by him, 
he, to pfetcrrt a d^fcoyepy, addM thurd^r to adul- 
tery; which being accompliflied, he took the 
.widow direQly into his well-ftocked feraglio, 

I U$ 
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He then repaired to the afmy, where he treatei 
the (ubje£bd enemies with the moft wantm in- 
humanity^ A rebellion is raifed againft him by 
his (on Abfalom ; which he fupprefledy and in-* 
irited over the rebel-general, to whom he gave 
the fupream commaind of his army, to the pre- 
judice of the vi^orious Joab. After this he cut 
offthe remainder of Saul's family, in defiance to 
the folemn oath by which he engaged to fparc 
that unhappy race : referving oriy one cripple, 
from whom he had no apprehenfions i and who^ 
being thefon of Jonathan, gave him the oppor* 
tunity of making a merit of his gratitude. When 
be lay on his death-bed, where all mankind re- 
ftgn their refentments and animoikies,^ hrs lateft 
breath was employed in dictating two pofthumoud 
murders to his fon Scdomon f and, as if one crime 
more was wanting to compleat the black cata- 
logue ; he cloathed all his adlions with the moft 
CQnfummate hyixKrify : profefling all along, the 
greateft regard for every appearance of virtue and 
boline&» 

Thcfc, 
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Thefe, Cbriftians ! are the outlines of the Ufe 
of a JiVD^ whom you are not afliamed to continue 
ext(dliDg» as a man after God's own heart ! 

This, Britons I is the king to whom your 
late excellent monarch has been compared ! 

What an impiety to die majefty of Heaven ! 

What an affront to the memory of an honeft 
prince ! 

It is with great joy the writer of thefc me- 
moirs takes his leave of a ftory, with which, by 
this time, he is fuiEciently difgufted. He entered 
upon it, however^ from honeft motives \ and he 
concludes it with the confcioufnefs of having per« 
formed a work, which he flatters himfelf will 
prove acceptable tp all whoeptertain adequate 
conceptions 0^ the eternal reditude pf th#t Great 
Creator of the univerfe, whom tl^ey profeis to 
adore* He defpifes all the piofis ravings and ana* 
themas which have been thundered againft him 
by fome reverend inquiiitors : he expeSed them^ 
1^ ex|)ofed them \ and hopes he may without 

I fit iiS%im 
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ofFeiK^f fii%9llf tPfiy in the wcurda of tkQ^ ftivi 
gottea iMfter ; iiCj. Fmbir frrgkff them, for /% 
know iiot ^ tc^a/ /Ar^ d$. Tho£b who e^nuM > 
a man's religion by his implicftifefs taprefcribci} 
notions^ and who tbiiik it their duty to ftiSe their . 
living obje Aions in compliance to the dead letter ; 

(for Q^yj;aipn$ t\mj wjlj h^Pj Wl4 VQTjr ftioiig 
bnes too) fuch have and will uiidoubtedly be 
Ihocked at this publication. Such may produce 
numerous texts in oppofition to what is here 
produced \ aitid ^\k iofpir^d wrU(:t$ fop inciofi^ 
fiftent with tHemfely«9 ? It is ligt at pre(^n( . 
necefl^ry to difcufs that cju^ftipn. Argue tb^t 
point, among youffelyes ; tb§ printer wiU a$ 
leaft profit by youf difpute§i i tHougb y9^ W^ 
happen to 

<i- ■ ■ kxplain a thing ^till all men douht ii^ 
Jfnd write about the JUbje^j and about it : 
S^oJ^ins thefilk^wormfmaUitsJlenderJ^orey 
And labours 'till it clouds itfelfall o'er. 

This . 
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This, yet, is none of his concern. The 
love of truth is a motive which ought to fu]per* 
fedc every other confideration : for every other 
coniideratioii is fubordinate in comparifoii witk 
it. Truth inquires no tendernefs of invefti- 
gation, and fcorns all fubterfuges* It is^ When 
difplayed^ 



'divinely brightj 



One clear y unchang^d^ and uniT>erfal lightk 

To refeue truth, therefore^ from obfcurity* 
land difguife, is the moft rational way of giving 

Glory to God in the higheft % and on earth peace : 
i^od will toward menk 
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PRE FA C E. 

ADefire to fatisfy myfelf and a worthy 
friend who had a right to demand it of 
me, made me carefully read over, and write 
obfervations npon this hiftory of the man after 
God's own heart. And now that they ard 
made, it may be bcfl: to give them to the pub^ 
lick. PofTibly they may do (bme good to it. 

No fooner had I dipped in to this treatife, thatl 
T perceived that a vindication of David^s cha- 
rafter was abfolutely neceflkry if it could be 
given. Were he the very bad man which this 
writer reprefents him, it muft throw a heavy 
refledtion upon the Old Teftament which fo 
highly commends him, and upon the religion 
founded upon this book. And to efiedt this^ 
was doubtlefs the intention of his Author. An 
intention which he doth not even f^ek to con- 
ceal ; for he every where /peaks of thefe facred 
records, not only without but contrary to ali 
reverence. 

It is true, that whilft the great proofs of our 
reli^on i?emain unimpeached, and this gentle- 
man hath not at all meddled with them, Jior 
have any of the infidel writers been able to 
hurt them, this attempt might be delpifed, 
for chriftianity would ftill remain certain to 
every impartial perfon tho' clogged with this 
difficulty. But it is no time to leave any the 
leaft prejudice upon the minds of men. It is 
now become fafhionable among thofe who 
b ave the power to give the fafliion, to throw 
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9ontempt upon jreligion, and when tlwis is the 
cafe, there is nothing of the kind, however 
triflings that may not-do much Hiifchief ; jind 
never was book better fitted for this pur|K)fe 
than that which 1 anfi -going to confider. "The 
ftile, the reafoning, the ridicule of it are all 
captivating, and the man of genius is feen in 
every page of it ; and his eagernefe fo great 
that he hath ftuck at nothing to gain hisipoint^ 
and here he is drawn into fuch lengths as rauft 
hurt his own much more than David's chars^c- 
ter with every irnpartial perfon. This how- 
ever is not a thia^ plain to every reader. -Hw 
arguments are very plausible, and ^re offered 
,with fuch confidence and feeming ifeirne^ 
that a clofer eg&amination is neeeiTaty to d^r 
.cover the 'falfdliood of themdaanmoft iseadcrs, 
^re inclined toi^e. In this matter then I 
-have endeavoured to help thcrri^ and I hope :I 
have fuceeeded in jit. Had Dr. Chandler's 
^nfwer been printed Iwire, or could J evebhavc 
ieen it, it would probably have faved roe this 
•trouble, but fince iSBcither of thefc is the cafe, 
I have judged it better that we of this country 
ihould have rather an indif&i^enttthaaBo reply 
at all to {fuch a book. ' \ 

This gcntl^aan rauft nat he ^iirprrfed that 
i take him for an infidel,, fuch .a hatred as ih6 
manifefts, fuch treatment ias-fae.all alonig g;iv€s 
to infpiration, and .thcfholy foriptures.are utter- 
ly inconiiftant with any belief of .chriftianity!. 

^ " A N S W E R 



ANSWER 

TO the: 

H I S T O R Y 

fl F T' H B 

MAN after GO D's own HearC 



THE title of rtils book ftewi oi that we are 
hereto eicpc£t a violent attack upon revela- 
tion. The title u^ the hiftory of the man after 
God's own heart) and yet his whole treatKe U to- 
prove him a deinl. 

His dedication to Dr. Chandler feems over con- 
fident, but as r have not feen his hook I can fay 
noihing with certainty of it. Only this I iniy 
affirra ; that from the excefUve weaknefs of his 
arguments I cannot but believe that a defeat hath 
been received when a vi&oiy hath been boated 
of. 

A 3. Anfwcf 



An/k»er to the Hiftory of the 



Anfwer to the PREFACE, 

THIS hiftory tells us, that the author's re- 
gard for the memory of the late king* to 
whom David was compared, had occafioned the 
world to be troubled with his book. But, if this 
was his only reafon, why hath he gone farther than 
this ? why is. the prophet Samuel sftid the whole 
old teftaoient abufed as wilfid lyarB, who exalt 
the charaSer of David becaufe obedient to. the 
Priefts, and deprdfs that of Saul becaufe he was 
nol fo ? 

Page 1 7. Thefe things (hew, that if this was one, 
he yet had other as powerful reafons to excite him 
to the work. '.* 

If by arguing for the liberty of a feir enquiry 
he would iniinuate that our clergy are enemies to 
it, he cannot biit know that heidoth them iojuftice. 

Pa. 14, 15. Licencioufnefs, or the abufe of 
liberty is moft perniiious, mifreprefcntations of 
faSs are not always eafy vtp be feen through, {omt 
tioies hardiy poffible. Religion is under great 
diiadvantages here; every wicked man is moft 
violently tempted tdwifhiuch.a one-^ ichriftiataty 
faKe, and an incUtiation of this kind irii^ft be mofk 
powerful to pervert the judgmeat. . 

Pa. i8, His account of th-c r(gjBQ;ion of Saui 
and the exaltation of David v/ill be hereafter fylly 
examined. 

Pa. 20, 2T. He mentions the difiiciuhies he had 
10 conquer before he could give his narrative of 
king David, ift. The prejuidiccs of educa-tion : 
but to this I reply, that a love of ihe pleafur^s <>f 
this life hath always been too power4il for this 
motive to govern, and never more fo than at tbijS 
prefent time. Beftde^ the pride of being thought 

more 
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iftore knowing than other men, pcevifbnefs, or a 
pique to a particular body of raerf, fuppofe of 
priefts, . a jdeiire to quiet the confcience or to plcafc 
thoiprefent temper of the time ; any or all of thefe 
may eafily ferve to get the better of all religious 
prejudices. -But prejudices of education are new- 
frequent agaiiift rcVigion. To the 2d reafon t 
reply, that the hiftory of their own affairs is ever 
bell told by tlie people themfelve^, becaufe tiieymuft 
be the befl: judges of them.. The heathens have 
ihewn the greateft partiality in their accounts of 
this nation, and publifhed the moft notorious falfe- 
hoods of it. To reafon 3d I reply, an rnlftrudion in 
righteoufnefs i& the whole intention of this book : 
and 'how far, and with what particularity this is to 
be done can only be known to him who hath infpir- 
fed the writing of it; the Scripture howe\'er is by 
no means fo unconneSed in it's hiftory as this geri- 
tleman affefts. 

Pa. 23. That the authority of the Lord^ fo often' 
' quoted to fanSi'tfy every tranfa^ion rvlatedy conjiitut^ 
edfor the ^oji pari nothing but a national phrnfej 
is an affertion that deftroys the authority of the 
whole OJd Teftament, this certainfly requires full 
proof, but none at all is attempted : and yet if 
this be not granted him, and we carniot grant it 
without giving up our religion, his whole account 
of David will be found unjuft. His cafting fuch 
reflexions upon three learned divines, who have 
been an honour to their country, will do him no 
Tervic^ witn the impafti^t reader. . The moil un- 
juft of. afpertions may often be verj' difficult to re- 
move; and if his.boolii hath-occafioned fo much 
.buftle ifi the tlerkal' Jiive/ ft doth but the more 
.honour ito thefe the teacliers of chrrftianity," that 
they ariq prpperly concerned, for the fafety of tb^t 
faith which they are .bound to protefit. His coM- 
pjguing the infpiration of'tlic ancient prophets to 

the 
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the falfe pretences to it in Charles the ift time, will 
be noticed in a more proper place. 

Anfwertothc HISTORY, &c,. 

THAT Samuel was difpleafed at the people^s 
dedring a king, is certain; but the reafbn 
not direSly mentioned in the text* That it was 
not, becaufe his fons tyrannized over the people^ 
but becaufe they violently refumed the govern- 
ment from his family is neither exprefled nor coun- 
tenanced by the Scripture, tho' fo confidently af^ 
ferted by this author. The known integrity of 
Samuel leaves no room to doubt that fie muil have 
been extremely angry with his (bns, when informed 
of tbeir taJting hribej and perverting judgment^ 
the true reafons of the people's refentment ; who 
when folemnly called upon teforeGod and their king 
to witncfs whether tlie prophet had opprefled them 
in this or in any other inftance, they all declare 
that he had not. And a man of this charaSer could 
not but hate fuch proceedings in any other. Samuel 
might have expe3ed,andmoft juilly too, that they 
would have firft informed him of tjiefe evils and 
tried whether he would not remedy them, but 
nothing of this kind appears to be done. He might 
have been, he niuft have been very angry with 
them for the reafon alHgnedby Cod, \ Sam. 8. 7. 
For they have noit reye^ed thee^ hut me that I Jkcuid 
jiot reign over them^ this was a throwing off that 
^government which the divine Being had appointed 
x)ver them, and was co«fequently a rejeSion of 
Jiis authority. And thus again it is faid chap. 12,1 2. 
^nd, when ye /aiv that Rabajb the Ammonite came 
figainft youy ye faid^ nay hut a king jhall reign over 
uf, when the Lord your God was your king. Here 
then have we a fufBcient reafoi^ for SamuePs 
anger, a reafon plainly pointed out by tHc text. 
And vindicated bj the whole life of the man, which 

- was 



was evefy way worthy of a prophet, and totaUy 
repugnant to the charai&er wiiich this gemleman 
gives of him. 

The fcriplure gives this account of the eleftion- 
ef Saul> I iSam. 9. •I5> 17. Now the Lord bad 
told Samuel jn bis ear a day before Saul came , faying 9 
^To-morro'W about ti/s 'time nvill I J end tbee a man 
out of Benjamin^ and tbou fbalt anoint bim to he 
captain onrer my people. And when Samuel faw 
Sauly tbe Lord faid'ttnto bim y heboid t be man tbat I 
fpake to tbee of tbis fame fiall 'reign over my 
peoph. What therefore this author afcribes en- 
tirely to .Samuel, and to him, urged on by the worft 
of motives, the Scrtpture entirely afcribes to God 
and to the prophet religwufly obeying God, and 
which doth he think we fliall believe ? It is there- 
fore all a -fiftionj the facred text pro^es-it to be 
fc, that Samuel choTe Saul otrly that he mtgfit 6e i 
cypher in the government, and he himfelf retain 
the Whole power. A^prefent was at (hat -time, and 
IS to this day in that country, a neceflary form of 
introduSion to every great man. Hrs ridlciife 
upon this matter is unworthy notice. 

Pa. 4. True prophets Were liable to be deceived 
in things not belonging to "their prediSions and 
blBGce ; but what evil can refult from hence ? In- 
fpiration will be moft fit for man when it doth not 
overpower 'butaffift his freedom and faculties; and 
whilft he that gives it can beforehand tell what ufe 
will be made of it, will be as profitable in this as 
it can be in any other way. The divine Being who 
made Samuel anoint Saul, caufed alfo the lot to fall 
upon him ; there is nothing inconfiftant in this or 
liable to ridicule. 

Pa. 7. The Scripture gives this account of the 
rejeSion of Saul ; when • Samuel by divine appc»nt- 
merit anoints him king, he, to ihcw by whatau* 
thority he a£ted,^ foretells many things that ihould 
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happen to (limy and orders him) Chap. lo. ft. 
And tboujbah go down before me to Gilgal, and I 
vjUI come down unto thee to offer burnt -offerings — 
ffven dayjjbalt thou tarry till J come unto tbee and 
Jbevj tbee what tbou muji do. But becaufe Samuel 
came not on the appointed day fo earl^ as he ex* 
pe3edy * and bis army began to featter from him^ 
therefore did he himfelf facrifice. It is probable 
that by this adion he invaded the priefts ofGce ;. 
but certain^ that whether out of pride or a finful 
difiruft of providence, that he hereby difobeyed 
God.. For this the prophet who came before the 
facrifice was well ended, tells him. Chap. 13. That 
he had a3ed fooLifhly, that he had not kept the 
conunandment of the Lord his God> that his 
kingdom ihould not continue, and that the Lord- 
had fought him out a man after his own heart. 

Samuel alfo by the divine direftion, Chap^ 
1 5". fends him out to deftroy the finners the A- 
malekites, and to exprefs the divine hatred and 
vengeance againft fin, orders him to kill not only-alf 
the people both young and old^ and all the animals 
alfo. But in this and in the former inflance Saul 
difobeys. Agag the King, and the beft of the cattle 
are fpared. For this was he rejeQed by God. And 
that we may be fure that the prophet had the divine 
direSion for the command he gave Sauf, the loth 
and nth verfes of Chap. 15. fay, T^ben came tbe 
word of tbe Lord unto Samuel faying^ it repenfetb 
me that I bave made Saul to be king 9, for be bath 
turned back from following me, and bath not per- 
formed my commandment, and it grieved Samuel, 
and be cried into tbe Lord all night. It was not 
therefore Samuel the prieft as this writer would 

have 

• The flownefs of Samuer» coming to Saul might 
have becii with deiign to leave hfen few people, that 
God might be the more honoured by gaining the vidtory 
witK a Few people. 
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have it, but the God of the pried that Sauldifo-' 
beyed ; and from this hand came all the deftrudion " 
that afterwards befell this rebel king and his family. mk 

And if this order Ihall feem ftrange to any one, be ^ 

is to confider that the divine Being is the greate(t 
hater poffible of all iniquity ; that -he hath upon 
this account killed and will kill all the men that 
ever have been or (hall be bom ; and that one prin«- 
cipal end of the Scripture is to convince us of the 
heinous nature and dreadful puniihment of fin ; 
and doubtlefs it was one material reafon for his' 
chufing fuch a perverfe people for his own as the 
Jews were, that the- divine Being might hereby 
make the' more iignal difpiay of this truth to the 
world. A truth ever neceflary to be inculcated 
into fallen man, and nevei more fo than in the pre« 
fent time*' And it is to be confidered, that when 
this the Creator^governor of the world, gives or- 
ders to deilroy any men, it will be wickednefs in 
the perfon not to do fo. A private perfon will be 
criminal in killings a magifirate will be criminal in 
forbearing to kill ; becaufe he is obliged by autho* 
rity to do fo. In the Scripture narration we find 
nothing of Samuel's hatred to Saul, or defign to 
dethrone hun % but on the contrary his ardent de-* 
fire to preferve him, and his forrow for him when 
^he could not. When the prophet was informed, 
that it repented the Lord that be bad made Saul 
kffigf it grieved Samuei, and be cried unto tbe Lord 
all nigbt. And again^ Chap. 15. and Verfe 35* 
Samuel mourned for Saulf and tbe Lord repented 
tbat be bad made Saul king ; and again. Chap. 
1 6. 7. 'And tbe Lord /aid unt^ Samuel, bow long 
wilt tbou mourn for Saul, foeing I bave reje^ed bim 
from being king over IfraeL And that Saul him- 
felf thought him a true prophet, and not a deceiver 
and a rebel, as this writer reprefents him ; nay, and 
believed him to be not an enemy^ but a friend to 

himfelfj 
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himfelfy is plainbyhisdeiiriog the vvitehof Endor 
tobring him up Saoiuel-s ghoi^ when Godhad cte>» 
' fertcdhina. The authort's whole aCceuiit therefore 
ef: the rejeftbg. of Saul isi at fur el)^ faifr as. the 
Scripture is trse,. and we (hall fi«d it.equally) foof 
the-chufing of Davids : ' . ' 
* Pa. 9w Wenowcofneto|theHibsO'df;^iiiftory<.: 
Tfaeficriplum acoDunt ofi Diind^s eki^pn i^y.Chap^i. 
l5. i« £binitiel is rebuked by^ God ^br ftillfioourii- 
ingifor SattU and cMtlet^ to >go ! and >i)«int one oF: 
die fons of Jefle«. Sasrael at firftreiEpoftulMel) but 
aftnrvmcds'obey&^.andib foilittleinfomiedt^f wh^^he* 
wals; to: dOr that: he thought) at firijb to Jiayo chqr- 
fen: the eldeftifon.of 5^064. bad iiotiDAMid' thi^re! 
prefent ; nor knerw thai Jefie had fuch a-l^n. j k tar 
therefore all a fiSRoin oft thia. writer's^ :aidr thai toor 
dtneS:)y contradifibry to the Scriptwt^ taaforibet 
thceleAionof: Zshivtd^ Saul's melancfa^HyV ^^ (be? 
bringiiig of I>ayid tO: oourt^ to^lbotniaUoes jlndicpi^> 
tftVaiice of Samud.and Ihe priefls^. Andwiii^tber 
fitne jufttce is it (aid#. tUaV Samuislr.givfe tO;Dayid) 
the ^irit of theiLoid wlndb heitoofc fromSaul^.^lker 
fcriptureafcribes thistothc fptrititielf.. 
( Pa, ic It .is. hcardly. worth. ndtHe tot obferMe^r 
that the: Scriptureiis not hare confufed^. a4ld ^faat^if^ 
lay fkilUhe ^ould:ha«& faid infidol/fkiU^J$vnet;able' 
ttfTeconbite it»at)iaibecaufe the^iiii^e a.mtfid notto'"* 
do jufliQe^a#.buttotcdi!idtam\thei)CK^«. 'Khc.war 
\^ith the Philtftme& had^b^eii nMf}.tiotoed iome^bap-: 
lers^ before ;. but. the.}itftbry»had'beje]i' interrupted^^ 
tp/give-an aeoount of feme other inttdecital. necef*. 
fary matters; a! cafe unavoidable in every hiftory.; 
Thete is no difficulty m iiicttzceiviifg ttoH Davtdr 
might have .cured. Saul ;\ n^ight have> been<waattd> 
a«;tfaje beft ihci^herd' by.hi^ikther»oaiidAaUeW4ed to^ 
go hfouEie; when 'three. of his brothers wdre left in^ 
the. King's anx^> all thefe to/ apjpearaj1ce'.> better^ 

men, 
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men for the war than the youngvr David» fo it is 
bid, I Sam. xvit. 15. . . 

Pa. i2« It ^^as no Ja(hnef& in David to £ght 
•GQliab>.fae wa&'iQfpire^ to do it by the fpiril; of 
God vfhot: came upon faioi at hi$ anointings tfajU 
God; to whom no. other being caa mak^ any rh 
fiftanoe ; and confident of his help, he junderlook 
and fuce^ed in this attempt which no other roan 
in Ifrael but binofelf dared to undertake. See Chap. 
I y^ Ver.. 37, & 45* & 46. The great piety and 
courage of thia atteinpt arie yet totally pafled over 
rby this writer without any remark : No token of 
xrandouf this* : 

Pa. 13. There is nothing in it either impoi^ 
iible or improbable^ that David who was but a inu« 
4ician» and oidy at times, and when he was want- 
ed adpfiitted. into the Ktng^s prefcnce> might be 
forgotten amon^ft the nuittitudo of people, and 
the buflle that always attend a court. Saul's 
madnels might alfo have contributed to this, and 
X>avid-s appointment of armour-bearer,, might have 
been intended as a place of honour and not of fer* 
vice to him. Thefe things are triffliiig, and no 
fufficient foundation for condemning the Scrip<r 
tures to any perfon not deeply pnljudiced againft 
then*. 

Pa. 14. It is wonderful' tkat any peribn could think 
the fong of the women' in attributing the greater 
h(p!nour to Da^id, fhould give . juft caufe of jea- 
Loufy to Saul, and yet this writer doth it. David 
did in .reality deferve this honour, for it was hia 
vidory over the giant that gave fuccefs to the 
Ifraelites. The man muft believe againft all reafon^ 
who iipputes it to Samuel and the priefts, that thc3r 
improved this occurrence to hurt Saul. No proof 
hath been offered for this fuppoiition; the very 
reverfe of it hath been proved. It was moft abo« 
ipiitftble ix^uftice and cruelty in Saul to endeavour 
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to kill David upon this account, nor is it lefs in- 
cxcufable in this writer to conclude^ that becaufe 
Saul did attempt it, he therefore faw enough to 
alarm him ; at this rate every murdered pef- 
foii is criminal^ every murderer virtuous. The 
-King. might have betrayed his • own council of ill- 
tending to deftroy David by the Philiftines, or if 
he did Dot^ the fpirit that endited the Scrtpturiss 
could tell his hearts If David believed^ and it is 
.plain from his whole proceedings that he did be- 
lieve> he was not to. be king till Saul was dead^ or 
jfell in battle^ he had fufficient reafon for fearing to 
b&hufband to the king's daughter^ and needed not 
in this to aA apart. ^ 

Pa. 16. The foreikins might haiife been required 
40 put Lt 4Mit of doubt they were., enemies flain by 
David. The ridicule upon this i& very ingenious 
but nothing to the purpofe. 

Pa. 17. Jonathan convinces Saul. that David wa« 
entirely innocent, and the King fwears that he fhall 
Slot be ilain. But the oath is no fooner made, than 
it is broken> and yet here is ' no refle&ion thrown 
upon Saul for his <perjuryy nay> it is jnade but a 
farther accufationof David, Saul fa^ more reafon 
to be jeabus of him. .But this auUior would do 
well to confider, that the more unjuft the malice^ 
^he mohe outrageous and implacable it ever grows. 
But tho' this writer 'couU not tell us the caufe of 
the King's hatred, the fcripture harh done it ; 
Chap. 18. 28, 29. And Saul fanx) and knew that 
iht Lord njims witb Damidi and he was. yet the 
more afraid of Ravid^ afid became- bis enemy - con^ 
tsnually^ And Chap. 19, and 8 th Verfe, And there 
was war again^ and David went cut and fought 
with the Pbilijiines and flew tbem with a great 
fiaugbter^ and the evil Spirit ^tuas upon Saul^ and 
and he fought to fmite David unto the wall with his 

Javflin. So that W€ here find the Kin£ not only. 
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^tlty of ingratitude to Pavidy but of peijury and 
ixnpiety to God» of feeking to Hay him becaiife 
Grod was \9lith hinn. 

Pa. i8> i9« To the ridicule thrown upon^: 
prophets and prophefying» it may be fufficient to 
reply, that the fupreme Being can niove and go- 
vern bis creatures as. he, pleafes,; and there w.a»'* 
reiafen foe his intetfersng bere» namely^ to fave 
ar moft innpcfiiit and worthy > .man^ who was after-^ 
i^afds (o be of >tfae greali^ ufeAo religion^ from 
being- dcftroyed by a mofi ttajuft pef fecution^ Tho^ 
fomemen.are.fook or knaves^ all are not fo. The 
fpirit of God icame.upon the aniient prophets/ tho* 
iH)t upofiOEtir modem q^hers. ; The ftsging hymns 
tb God. i^aSi called; propbefyiag ,tjlbis wa$ probiftsly 
theicafe bere« The ajkhor's-iftdi^Qle beret and in 
other places, (hews what he thinks of revelation 
.'Pa. i2^. Jonathan wasmHc fedttci^d from his alle« 
glance or duty to his father. 0$ivid. had done no^ 
thing to deferve death, and tt was^ but* jufiice in 
Jonathan to-feve him. >. Saul's murderous intention 
^gainft him was wiekerfi if :any thing, e^erj. was » fo^ 
and y^t this. wWter vindicates him in :it. : He fewi 
^t God Mfas Wkth Duvid^ that he was likely tq geC 
the crown by this na^ansf from his family, probably 
he had by this time heard of his being anointed for- 
iti and for this reafon he intended to kill him?. 
He himfelf had been made Ki^g hy Qod» all the 
governors of the Jews frona Mofes to himfelf had 
been promoted by,' the fame appointment^ he had 
been toJd by. Samuel^ \ Sam. 15.9 2^. that the? 
crown ihould be taken from hinfi and given to ancH» 
ther> by that God whOt raifed himfetf from obfcuri*- 
ty, a'nd'becaufehe believed David to be this perfon 
he would kill him. This is the true Senfe of the, 
worrfs' of Saul which this >vriter quotes, and yet 
hesd^s.that thi&Oiews SauPs antipathy to David 
not to have bfeen* j;hQ caufelefs invete^^cy of. a dif- 
. » B 2 ordered 
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ordered mtiid. Is maltce» is open rebenion and 
fighting againft God np crime,, no dtford«t* of the 
mind ? Till they are fo» Saul will be moft crtfninai, 
and doubtlefs it was from hence that he came to be 
fuch an enemy to the priefts of God. 

Pa* 21 9 22. Had the fword of Goliah been con* 
fecratedy the necefilty of the thing^ would vindicate 
David's taking^ it away, but we know not that it 
was. If David took :it fot^ftifdefifence^'.and the 
whole of his behaii^ifhir ihewQ! tfaM he did, there 
v^as no harm in itt This writer produces no orafe ' 
for believing this^ to be a dcdanition of wax agaisft. 
hSs fftther«in4aw> or that he meant to enter into an 
alliance with Adbiih sTgaintf^) the MebrewK Msf 
fli'^ht have i^qnirtd 'onl]f ' proto&ibii wkk- hirft^- ^d 
from a genermis eHemy wdidd iiAve fonndiit ; >birt' 
it was not ifo herer •' • ^ 

Pa. 23. David tr<ai i^^ id reicdim intd Judea, 
buttbftt he jki^atit from this rime to difpute the 
thr<»ie ' with, Of to tafrfe a telnellkyn agaiftft Saul 
IS «ibt ^ly v^i^Dut^ bcrt-coiftnii-y't^ ^li' pt^)i)f«. 
He ifiight have gitbtreil tbgiith«rr th« iVKsn that' 
CMHe ^ him for bis owW ilcf dnte, and it wi$^^ 
lb; he nei^hfer attempted Hbrfn^eit^ii)fiirr&6li(m^ 
but c^mtinued qiriet ;wh^fe» h^ ^as, tbo^ ki a 
defolate and barren wilderfiefe* That the men ha«f 
bem before 'a diltbiute ^tiev^", fefleds the higheft 
honour apOtt the ti*<tae <jf Dir^id, ^l»o made 
them fo bahritefs, fd %iS^r v^hiift -^hey "^^^ '^JA 
liimi Tbefe two l«ft ffttt^»gr&f hs >Aew this wri- 
ter not io bfe dfcar ffom' tfe^t efeaultty of (KKfi- 
jieft of 1>elicf which ht* is'w^ift^ to otjea «d 
the chriftiah defenders, ixA the fame mfav be 
faidirf whatlmrtiediateJy fdMoW« ; Itifidfei Cr^Kility 
exceeds even that of the papifls. 
^ Pa. 24. Gad the ptophet did fldirife David W 
go into Judah, the reafofi n&t tcld ; but the evil 
intention here put i^pofi tMs a^iton^wliolly thd ad^ 
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thor'sw D^Yid (hewed a miBd entiriely everfe from 
it. . Hi.djng a m^a's felf frqm'a King jh^t would 
moft unjuf^ly kill bif9« isi qA.infurre£^i9n» and. this i$ 
all that David did. . ^he flaugbtef of 85 innocent 
prieft&and their whole iamilkf) me%t women an4 
children, and even thieir Cdttle4 Oifsof thj^.moft hor- 
rible^ anions that eyer was committed, is here io 
dexterottfly thrown off, that not Saul, but the nation 
is :made. faulty in ix. The priefts. pleaded innocence, 
and certainly bad it. Saul's purpoife lo.kill Pavt4 
Tei{uir^4 h^t^y. .. Jonathan .bis £pn did niot know,, 
could not b^iiejve ii ; and Sajul thought, his purpofe 
(b well C09cealed thj^t he e^cpfcf^d Dai^id would have 
come to his table> \yhere he intended to kill him, and 
was extrehiely di^ppointed that he did not. As foon 
as Jonathan* n^ds it^true he fends David a^'ay, and 
in liis fligj^t he c^u^es to th^ prieAs., • Theie alfo 
knew jRot^ -^rould not koov(^ ai^y .evil in JOavid that 
deferved death; and yet bccaufe they treated him 
wi^H xio ftiof e than co^iniop.fefpe^ and humanity, 
the whole town of them is thus miferably butcher- 
cdi. A iMrrld a^oti, if eyer there were one. That 
they had any intention to dethrone SauK a fidion of 
this author'e ; the barbarity a fler ted to this nation a 
iiS.ion alfo ;i fuch was only ufed to tlpe wicked 
CanaaDites, who were to be extii^pated, or in fon^e 
cafes of the highefi provocation,. But the ftra^gefl^ 
inference of all is^ tq make the wicked nefs ami craielr 
ty of a tyrant a fulBcient seafen for condemniiig the 
morals of thofe that were butchered by him^ At this 
rate, Tracea Petus wiii be a villain,, and Nero a vir- 
tuous noEaii who killed him; and yet Tacitus tells us 
he vfm p^t to death for his virtue ; and fo it rnay 
^alfo-be faid of Chrift/ his apoille^ and their murder- 
ers. We have feen that it was not a pique or the am^ 
..bition of the priefls that caufed the rejection of 
Sa»l, but the will of tlie fuprerae governor both of 
heaven and. earth* 
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1 8 Attftver td the HiJltfTy »/ the 

Pa. 27. David ^ivered Keilah frdb ^fae >bi« 
liftines, and deferved a^ p rdr«di6(il-fn^il| it^. It^rn 
no rebelliofi>to^e(€it)d flfn innocdnt fu^j^d; ag^ifift 
the murderous mtedt4cm df his ivkked Icing. Had 
t>avid been miiitkd to YTHike'hiM&felf mafter • df aby 
fortre£fes in Judea tt is kh^liibte tKit he fiMSft hnv^ 
been able to efFe3 It lii fon^e of ('h^m ; but DigythiBg 
like this was cvef aftteiiipted by hifti. To ciear up 
David's tharaffeer once for all, it is proper td ob- 
ferve, iTbat the DHine 'Sefng feith an unqi^ftidn'* 
abk right to difpofe of the go.vernmettt orlill hi* 
creatures, according to his own gb^d fteaful-e ; that 
irhis was moTie piat*ticulai1y fo With -rSgar^ tt> the 
Jews vrho were his ow^h peopli?, and had from their 
itmndation been fried by him in this manner; and 
that he had eleded David as he had before elec* 
ted Sa«il; But thi^ eledioh gate David hb right 
\f> feize the crowti immediately'; he %as to wait 
till God's pr6videiic^ fllouW give it to him,- and 
his whole behaviour Ihewi ihat he thought in thii 
manner. 

It was no trcafoh dgatnft, no trndutifukeiTs to his 
father for Jonalhaii to refbrt to comfort and to 
covenant with David, and not to deftrOy him tvhofrt 
God had apjJointed to be king, but was full of hioft 
commandabie piety and refignation. It is piairt 
from his fpeech to David that his deiignation to the 
throne was at that tirtie well known and cei-tainly 
believed by him, and doubtlefs was knoivn by 
©thefs alfo. Chap. ^3. ry. The words of Jonathaft 
lare, fear n<^ty the band of Saul tny father Jh all ni>t 
jfhid thee, and tboufiall be king mer Ifreal^ and / 
flail he next unto tbee, and tbat my father knoweth. 
So that if Jonisithan was to be believed, Saul Vras^ 
and knew that he was a fighter againft Gdd. 

Pa. 28. That David did upon farther pefrfecu«- 
tion and diftrefs afterwards repair to 'the PhiliftiiieSf 
gives ;io juft reafon for fuppofing that he n6vlr called 

' them 
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tliem in. Such confta«it 4tt turns given to dl the 
anions bf D&vid,Jl)#ay« without, and often againft 
all rtafon, wiH hart the author^^ charaSer tnuch 
more.than that ofDiaivid, wi^ every Ihipartial pcribn. 

Pa. 29, 50, 31. The reafon of David*s fparing 
Said*s life in 'the cave are allitioft manifefHy wijuft* 
If he killed ^he king he might have efcaped by many 
ways too tedious to mehtion. Orte I will mention, 
the cave might kave had maify months^ and had he 
not known this, it is not to be conceived that he 
would hive vcMured to talk with Saul as he did^ he 
might then have efcaped, tho* SauP^men had conti- 
nued the profecution ; hwt he had good reafon to 
beliffve that they would not. Jonathan mujft then 
have had the oonrimand ov«er them, and if he re* 
jgardtd either hii teve or his oath, he muff have 
fpared Datid 5 and betides, David's dclGgnation to 
the throne was now fo publkkly known, that hi 
might hope a great part of the people would have 
come over to" him. Here were then moft reafon* 
able hopes of fecurity ; but if he fpared the Kbg's 
life he certainly teft himfelf fubjeS to all the dan- 
ger that the m^ implacable ffialicfe and the higheft 
power could fubjeQ him to ; and yet, when this 
enemy was put into his hJinds, his piety made him 
fparfe him. That David was m arms, gives not 
the leaft ifldfcation of an intended rebellion ; he was 
long fo ; but never ufed them to any ftich purpofe. 

Pa. 3a. We here meet with fome refledtons 
upon the charafter of Saul, which in other places 
"he endeavours to 'clah, this at fifft furpriftd me, 
as I fuppofe it will do the reader ; but a Kttle more 
Tecolleftioiii cleared up the matt€l" .to me. Saul 
here rhakes a candid confeflion of David's viTtue and 
his own witkednefs, a conffeffion that Ihews beyond 
doiibt that every one of this writer's charges are 
calumnies againft David, i Sam. 24. i6, 17, &c. 
And if xame h fafs that vjbtn Danii had made an 

end 
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end i/fprakingi that Saui faid^ is this Pby 'volciy my- 
Jon David} and Saul lift up bis v^ice and w<^/. 
And be faid /« David, tbtu art more righteous ibati 
J: for tbou baji rewarded me good, whereas I have, 
rewarded thee eviJ. Is this indeed the language 
of an injured king to his traiterous and rebels 
lious fubjed. But to go on, and tbou baJl Jbewett 
this day, bow that thou haft dealt well with me \for 
as much as when tbe Lord delivered me into^ tbine, 
band, tbou killedjl me not, wherefore tbe Lord re^ 
tx/ard tbee good, for that tbou baft dfiue unto mt this 
day. And now behold, I know well that tboufbalt 
furely be king, and that tbe kingdom of If real fb all be 
eftahlifbed in tby Hand ; fwear therefore unto me 
by the Lord. This it is that cirsiws from this 
gentleman an. acknowledgment that Saul muil 
have been greatly fatigued or firaiigely over feen ; 
but tho' he cannot account for this proceeding, 
every impartial perfon can ; be can fee in this fome 
remaining goodnefs of heart, ipvhich makes the man 
own ttie truth, whitft under the immediate influ^ 
«nce of fuch kindnefe from a man he had fo long 
and fo iDJurioufly treated, tho' as fcon as tbe 
impreflion is off, he again returns to his formier bad 
temper and unjufl: perfecution of his fon in law^ 
Upon the whole of thid matter then, Saul in his 
wits and under the power of reafon and religion, 
confefies the wickednefs of Saul out of his wits 
and when under the influence of an evil fpirity and 
the innocence and virtue of David whom he fo 
horridly perfecvted whilft in. riie wrong and me- 
lancholy way. 

^ Pa. 33, 34, 35, 3^. This writer makefi him- 
Telf very merry with the whole affair of David and 
Nabal and Abigal, but a regard to the truth requires 
me to be more ferious. David had done more than 
the not injuring Nabal, tho' his generofity mentions 
jiot this in fab me0*age« NahaPs fesyaQti6 acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge it, chap. aj. i6. 7hey were a wall unto 
us hotb by nigbt tmd by day ; for this he deferved 
fonrc return, and fcnt to beg for what refreihment 
Nabal could fpare him, in this time of high feftivity 
and plenty, not to kyyany contribution. But the an- 
iwtv giv«n was tbemoll brutifli atidabufive that could 
be, charging David to be a file runaway from hia 
mafler. This raifed David's pai&on> &nd a dreadful 
rdblution was formed upou it ; init the wife and 
tkneiy application of Abigail appeafed' bis wrath ;. 
and then, with a true fenle of religion, he bleffes 
God and her for faving him from fucii a wicked 
adton^ In this affair w« have the warmth of a; 
gk'eat, hvLt tlte gOodnefs of a religions snati» It is to- 
be added in defence of Davids that as a fcicoef&ir to* 
the. throne appointed by<3tKi,.lie: bad! a right: toi 
demand a matntenamce, tho' Jie edy beggedr fbooe 
little relief in hia diilre&, a difirefs altx»getlier^ 
brouight upon him byithis very appointment. The 
Spripture makes it impoflibk that Ns^al^s^ d«ath 
illould be brought upon him fay jfeaiouly; for Ver; 
27 and z8. He knowi irot inor is oapablef oi 
knowing any thing till the next mbmiBf , aftd ti 
foon as hei&4nfor£p^;of if, bb he^r-t dies tin him ;* 
and in ten days after the Lw4. flays- him. This i^ 
tht fcripture account ; as to his merriment about 
captain David and the ^captain's lady, and the 
caufelefs fufpicions tfarowhupon both, he&ali enjoy 
them in quiet for me. 

P^ 36? 37» 38. We now come ito a fccotid 4ft- 
ftance of David's fpairing Saul's life ^hen altofge^ 
ther \ti his power,' and '^\txt is to be don« with 
this I why, if it be allowed to be a fecond, it will 
entirely vindicate and do honour to David's cba^ 
ra^er, and therefore it mnft be denied* But on« 
need but look into the hifiory to be cooviniced 
that this is indeed a feco!nd» and not ^the £rft time^ 
that David might have icilled when yet; lie feved 

the 
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the life of SauL It would take up too much time 
to give all thexreafons, I (hall juft mention (ome 
of them. The Scripture tells this a fecond time, 
with the ftory of Nabal interpofed^ with diflFcrent 
circumflancesy in the bringing out and in the con- 
dud of Saul and of David alfo. In this^ 3aul is iir 
his camp, in the trenchy lying afleep, and all his 
men afleep about him, and at midnight, and David 
only and Abiflitai there) vfho voluntary quit their own : 
hiding place to go to Saul ; in the fornfier> it is day - 
time, Saul is alone and not one of his men with him, in 
a cave, and ail David's men about him, hid in the- 
fides. In the one he cuts off the ikirt of his gar- 
ment, lets hlmgo of himfelf out of the cave,, aod 
ijpeaks to bim from themouth of it ; m tiie other, 
he touches kisii not, but takes away his ijpear and 
crufe of water, gets him away to* ^^ great diftancey - 
and calls out to Abner from the top of a diflant 
jnountaiB. Thefe things {^ut it beyond doubt, .that 
thefe anions are not :thfi femef The reafons given by 
this.writer have ucjt tfaie Icaft wqight in theraJ Thai: 
he pdrfues htm in botfar places ivith the .&me niam-f 
ber pf fncn» when thefe certainiy weiie his landing' 
guard; i Sam. 139 a. The nj^imfa of .the placey-. 
but a famenefs 'and hptthe oearnefs of place is he^e 
requifite» and yet this author doth not venture to 
aiTert it ; fo manifeftly different arc they ; that 
David cornea <upoa bim in much the fame manner 
in both, thefe fignify nothing. • Mainy a£kicmsr 
have thefe and inany mere likeneffes, and yet are 
unqueftionahly differeat. Thai David mention* 
not the firft deliverance lo Saul, nor Saul that ta. 
him, may be accounted for by the generoilty of the 
one, and the (hame 'and felf- condemnation of the 
other. Tfeat the . facred hiftorian intended ta 
blacken thecharaftet of the one and whiten that of 
jthe other, is' an afTertion that none but an infidel 
can inake> that no chriftian can believe. Without 

recurring 
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recurring to infpiration, no hiftory ever gave fuch 
marks of impartiality as the Bible hath done. Ft 
was wrote to give us an account of the peculiar 
people of God, and wrote by themfelves ; and yet, 
the greatell part of the book is taken up with ^ 
detail of their monftrous faults and punifhments; 
and the fame thing is alfo done to the charaders of 
the nioft favourite men in it. And here again Saul 
acknowledges the innocence of David> and his own 
fault and folly ; but this with confiderable abatc- 
pnents, as being by this time more hardned in fin. 

After this infult upon the Scripture one (hould 
{lacdly wonder at any thing this gentleman fhall 
do^ and y@t> it cannot but appear ftrange that he 
(hould make his own pexverfion of the plain text, a 
caufe of abufing commentators^ connedors an(} 
harmonizersy but yet the thing is done by him. 

Pa, 39, 40. I look upon David's going over to 
the Phijifti^es as very imprudent, as carrying with 
it a finful diflrxift of God ; and had not bis provi*> 
dence interpofed he might have been undone by it. 
His condition however was truly pityable, he wouM 
raife no infurreSion againfl, would not kill his 
king; and no fafely appeared poffible to him whilft 
he remained in his dominions. All his retreats and 
hiding places muft, by the long perfecution of Saul, 
have been now di&overed ; and fo great was tho 
malice and cruelty of the man, that no obliga- 
tions of oaths or kindnefe could reftrain him from 
attempting his life. This drove him, as he ex-- 
prefTes it, from the heritage of the Lord. And 
here his difficulties are fo encreafed upon him, that 
he is drawn into fome aSions that are not good, 
tho' into nqne of thefe very bad ones that this 
writer would fix upon him. Thjs gentleman would 
have here had him turn to quiet and huflbandry. 
But fuppofe he would, by this means, have neglcded 
the fafety and wdfare of the people he was afte;' 
to govern^ be v^as now bound to protect y and fup- 
pofe 
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pofe that he bad a right to invade and deflroy the 
people be hurtf would this a3ion have been commend- 
able ? No \% wpuld not. It would have deferved and 
vre may be fore that it would -have met with much 
blame irQiH him. The Scripture tells^ that it was 
the Gefliuritesy and the Gezrites> and the Amale- 
kites that David invaded* and that thefewere of the 
old inhabitanta of the bind* i Sam. a?* and with 
thefe therefore the Jews could make no peace, thejr 
were to extirpate them if they could, and be at 
continual war with them. . And one nation of 
(thefe at l^aft, the Anialekiies, and therefore we 
may judge the fame of ^ therdl, -were alfo at war 
with the PbiliQinef. For. when Da^id came upon 
th^m, he found them rejoycing for the great fpoil 
they had made^ put of the land of the Philiftinea^ 
aud out of the land of Judah, i Sam. 89, 16. But 
thep it will be ^iked> why fhould Dav>d be afraid 
of their telling o» him. The anfwer is, that 
David would h^v^^Achiih believe that it was againfl 
his own coujotf yipen that he mad^ thefe excurfions> 
to whom therefore it wsould be impoifible for him 
ever to return. And this effeS: it had upon him^ 
tho' not upon the other Philiftine lords. Beildes, 
it would, have been moft dangerous to him, whiifl 
in their country, for them to know, that inftead of 
Hutting, he wa$ bjsreby doing a mod material fervice 
to his own nation i protefiting them and deftroying 
their enemies. This will account for the whole of 
David's behaviour, and vindicate him in every thing 
but that <)f lying tq Achifli ; a fault that he cannot 
l^e cleared of. . 

It is impoffible that a man of David's piety and 
regard for the true religion, fliould have joined with 
Idolaters to deAroy his own and God's people. Some 
other intention he nouft have had, and we can (ee 
two ways that he might have accomplifted it, and 
with the gr^ateft iuziocence. He might have 

dcfigned 
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dcfigned to mediate a peace between them^ or if 
this could not have been brought to pafs^ to ^baa- 
don the PhUifline$» and to join neither party, as foon 
as it would be fafe for hinn to do fo. As to his jb^ail: 
to Achi(h, Thou flialt fee what thy. fervant can dp, 
it is plainly fpoken with a fubterfuge, and left him 
at liberty to a£fc as he fhould fee beft. And here 
again he muft be given up for the lie, Thefe things^ 
it is true, do no honour to David's chara£ler» and 
yre will allow him to be a bad m^n^ when a;)y 
other is found without fucbiittie fi&uUs^ ii^ the; lik^' 
Ccnnptations and danglers. >) 

Pa. 43, 44. Wie know np^ what mjght, ha|«^ 
been d^ne to DavidVpeople^ if they had not been 
recovered by him^ His own fafety and the love of 
his country muft have made him to drive on thf^ 
piirfuit^ that he might preferve bimfelf, jand th4f 
ir^ another return of this kind. Great- i?ljbie 
partiality indeed that can bl^me him for tills; a^iop^ 

Pa. 45; David*a prfefepts .might ha|/e been <^e^ 
jfighedasa recompence for favours received; if to fceep^ 
«p an interefty the thing ^as right ; he was to be 
their king wheb Saul was dead« ;. 

Pa. 46.. The charafterof Saul is here greatly 
mifreprefented; bia difobedience to Qod> his breach 
of his oath to Jonathan aod .David* his mm^^T pC 
t^ priefts and all their familiesr^ hi;; perfe{:u^oj[;i og 
David, his daughter of thp Oibeonitesy his recourfo 
ia the witch of Endor^ alHhefe fliew him to hav^er 
been a ver^ bad man. And> thai: God did at hO^t 
totally withdraw hiirifelf. from hinii puts it beyopdi 
doubt, to every believer, that be, was .fa If ^ir 
writer be not one of tbis.numbcirt his QgA kn$>wf; 
i^hat the rcafon of it is,t and'tp him we muft riefer 
him. Poflibly fomc people may be filled with? 
fuch malice agai^ft God as defignedly to oppofis; 
him, this we know is aftually the cafe with the 
Devils^ and may he with forae of vfegfe i»en, who 9r^ 

C moft 
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tiioft governed by them. This appears^ from what 
iiath been faid, aifo to be the cafe of Saul ; but 
'wc need not this fuppofition to clear up the matter 
•with regard to Saul's men. Our belief ever muft 
<Jepend upori our judgment ; and our judgment is 
fo influenced by our particular conftitutions^ pre- 
judiceS) paflions^ tntereftsi that it is too often en- 
tirely governed by them; men will believe or dis- 
believe againft almoft -the cicareft conviSion. No 
V|^der then that Saul wasferved by fo many, when 
fie 'Was af king and had fuch power of gratification 
to make his fervants believe as he pleafed. That 
fiSul was.defigned by^Saniuel, only to Jsc hi$ deputy, 
a n^ieer fidion ; that this prophet hated him, or 
thd^ ^iefts endeavoured to dethrone him, a iidion 
al(b. The hiftory contains nothing like k, every 
tMng sigainft it : SauPs refort to the ghofl: of Samuel 
VHeii'iri'thte laft extrernity flicws that he to the 
kft- khtk him 'for his friend. 
-•>1*a; 'k^f , ^he I'egal charaa^f of David. 
^i^T^he Hefiion of the divine Being is the teft title 
flfef kny king* poffibly can have, and David had 
this. The adiqn of an eftabliflied prophet, and 
Siirhud was fuch, iri tlic name of the Lord, muft 
ftiie of fufficient authority to a Jew,! or he never had 
dtly 'either fotgofemnieht or religion. There had 
Wehnb' hereditary govferiime«t, heretofore, among 
the Jews, SaUP^sfonsi had 'riot been appwntcd as 
Ms'fucceffors; fi8Q^,atiothepperfon had^^ecn fixed up- 
on f<* this-office, and Uierefore, David who was this 
liafi had a moft unqueftionable right to it ; and 
Mibotfieth tvas Anuifurp^r, an ufurper in- the worft 
ftlnfe. ' toavJd's o^Jinion was^ and he fhcwed .it in 
tHe mott remarkable inftances, that it was unlawful 
tb kill' the Lord's anoititcd; and therefore, he did, 
flftoordmg'to -this opinion, moft juftly put the lying 
Ariial^kite to -death. Had he not doiw fo, he would 
Ha^i^crfUraifli^dthis-wTilcr with a fine^fling at him, 
'f:cnj for 
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for pretending in this a regard for religion, wHilft it 
■was his intereft, for cafting it off, when it wasi 
not. The author here fuppofes it known that SauV 
wa^ rejeded of God, and David the pretender, he 
ihould have faid the real heir to the throne ; in the. 
top of the 47 page he is of a different opinion, and 
makes them mad who think fo. h is noi'lixceftat^^ 
that David would have lent his haod to deftroy' 
Saul, there is do doubt,, from his behiyipur in Qt^* 
places, that he would noi. He might {i\\\ havei jtad. 
fome love for Saul, or if he had nor, his grief dPor. 
the death of his beloved Jonathan, and \lie flaugh- . 
ter of his own and God's people, muft haveag^Sed, 
him with- the deepefl: forrow^ But jbow .is( it{:lH^^> 
this author's fuperior genius^- for fuchjh,e ^laih*: 
ipdeed, which cannot but relifli a beai^iful. po^lPm 
fhould yet, in this place, pafs over without nptiegyr 
the fineft ode that ever the wprW few >. f,^ rr 

Pa, 49. David claimed in right of Gpd*s apppfii^t-^- 
ment and unSion by Samuel, and .had no other. : 
The fecond anoiniipg proves Tjpthingagsynft ihisjrV 
nor the wars he was. afterwards engaged in,tqpb|Vain. 
the crown of Ifrael. When men's ' intereft and 
paffions have no power to.fwerve from their duty,. 
the oppofition which David met with .will be an* 
argument againft his right ; till then, it will not^^ 
When Saul began at firft to perfecute David, the 
motive he makes ufe.of to engage, his men ici this, 
unrightepus attempt is, i Sam. 22, 7. Hear, nqw^ 
ye BenjamiteSf will the fon^ of Jejfe grve- : every ^ 
one of you fields f and vineyards ^ and make ym ,alL 
captains of iboufands^ and captains of Hundreds P 
and this motive had it's efFe£t; they all joined hint 
)ieartily4n the perfecution; and what ihould hinder 
it from producing the fame confequences now I 
Extraordinary means are never made ufe of by. the - 
divine Being, when ordinary ones will do. 

C a Whea 
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When Abner turned to David, he (hewed that 
it was a matter well known that David was to be 
king after Saul ; and more than this that the Phi- 
liftines were to be conquered by him. 2 Sam. 3. 
9, io> thus he fpeaks to Khbofheth, fo do God 
unto Ahner find more alfo^ except as the Lord batb 
ffotrn to Dm)idi fo do I to him ; to tranjlate to the 
kingdom from the bonfe of Saul f and torfet up the 
throne of Da'vid over ifrael ; and verfe 1 8, thu« to 
all IfraeU by the band of my Jentant Davtif* w/V/ 
I'favi my people Ifrael out of tbe band of tbe Phi-' 
It/lines y and out of tbf band pf alt tbeir enemies^ 
An abundant confirmation this of David's title^ 
and of the injuftice of all this writer's former 
arguments.' The amorous difpoiitton of David 
muft be acknowledged; but a plurality of wives 
wAs not then prohibited.. 

P. 52. Abner was an impious traitor, Ms own 
words confefs itj whUft he affifted I(hbo(heth, 
an honeft and religious mani when he engaged in 
David's caufe. Joab's murder of Abner was mod 
abominable, that this wretch was a fervant worthy 
of his inafter hath not yet beefl, will not ever be 
proved. 

' Pa. 53» 54. Abner was not falfe but wickedly 
kind to Ifliboftieth ; without recurring to politicksj 
no fticn could deferve death better than thofe two 
villains, who murdered this man. H^d David 
forborn to inflift it, what an outcry ihould we 
have Imade againft David, and defervcdly too, 
who ffuck at no villanies to obtain the crown. 
The refleQion, that David was worfe than thefe, 
for he \yas the fomentor of the mifchief, would 
have beenjuft if he was the ufurperi but the cafe 
is direSly the reverfe. David had the beft right 
poffible, and he would have been difobedient to'^ 
the higheft of all authorities if he had not endea- 
voured to make it good. 

Pa. 
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Pa. 55, 56, 57. It was the Divine Being him- 
felf, and Samuel only the fubordinate agent, that 
infpired David with the defire of reigning, and 
fitted him for it too. As foon as he was 37- 
nointed the fpirit of God came upon him. He 
had a right to take Jerufalem, if he could con- 
quer it ; it was part of the land given by the Crea- 
tor of the world to the Ifraelites, and from whofe 
gift all creatures derive their entire property. Da- 
vid made the Philiftines indeed feel his ffrckes, 
but IS he to be blamed for conquering. hi5, and his- 
nation's moft powerful enemies ? 

Pa. 58, 59. The carriage prefcrib'eJ for the Arlc 
was the Levite's flioulders. David was ignorant; 
and faulty in putting it into a cart ; tJzrzah more 
criminal, for thinking God needed his affi{lance> 
and prefuming to touch it, which was forbidden. 
A feverity of this kind was certainly moft neceflary, 
to beget a proper reverence to the diviiic command* 
and prefence. If the man's intention was really 
good, a reward would be given him iti the next 
life, where it is of infinitely greater, where it only la 
of value. The .fcripture exprefly tells us, that God' 
ftruck Uzzah, that David faw, and' was difpleafed 
at it, who if done by any others would liaye a- 
venged it ; and yet this author in a note, puts a 
quere, whether the Lord did not here fmite by the 
hands of the priefts ; a wonderful inftance this of 
the naan's fairnefs, who would have us believe his 
conjeSure in dircfilt oppodtion to Holy Writ. If* 
he doth not know that multitudes of others did be- 
fore this perifli for their irreverence to the Ark>. 
where there were no priell's with it,, he kliows no- 
thing of the Scripture. 

Decency was moft ftriQly prefcribed to the Jev>^s 
in the worflilp of God, David we may be 'fiire 
would take care of this, and if the linen Ephbd" 
which Re wore was not fufBcient for' the purpoie; 

C 3. would 
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"would put on fome other clothes. That he was drip- 
ped of his robes and upper garments^ was fuf* 
ncient to denominate him naked. The puniftiment 
ihfliSed upon Michal plainly from God, the di« 
vine approbation of David in this inftance, a de- 
monfiration that decency had been here preferved. 
The author witty but very profane in hisjeft. Many 
women who have not borne children for a long 
time are not yet conftitutionally barren, for they have 
had children afterwards, the evil intention afcribed. 
Pa. 60. to the facred hiftorian muft be proved, 
and not taken for granted as often as this author 
pleafes. A humiliation of itfelf to God, is the 
iigheft virtue in the higheft of creatures, it is 
more efpecially fo in ftnful man. A readinefs to 
fhew this, the praife of David ; the want of 
it the fault of Michal. When God con- 
(Jemns, the heart is certainly wrong ; the pride 
of the king's daughter was probably her fault. 
2 Sam. 5.^17. No fooner is David king, than the 
Phitiftinescomeand invade him, he had then right 
to war upon them. This was alfo the cafe with 
$aur^ I Sihi. 14. 47. He had for enertiies, Moab,' 
Ammon, Edom, the king of Zobah and the Phili- 
ftines ; and as no peace had fince^ been made with 
tliefe people, David was neceffitated to make 
war with them. 

Pa. 61. The hatred of Moab to the Jews was 
always extreme, and doubtlefs their treatment of 
them equally cruel. We are told of no fuch fe-' 
verities exercifed by David, upon the Philiftines, 
Edomites,- Syriar^s, thefe therefore, muft have gi- 
ven him great provocation, and if he punifhed 
them, ought he not indeed to do it by rule, and' 
with choice ? Would this writer have had him 
done it indifcriminately ? Surely this would be 
wrong. Thi» Gentleman tells us that David fmote 

the 
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the Philiftines not even fparing Gath where he had 
been proteSed ; would not one judge from hence 
that he had utterly deftroyed it, and yet all that 
the Scripture which he hunfelf quotes faith is^ 
I Chron. 18.1. David fmote the Philifttnes'and fub- 
dued them^ and took Gath and her towns out of 
the hands of the Philiftines. Would he indeed 
have him leave it in the enemy^s hands I But we 
know that he did fpare it, and Achifti the king 
of it ; for I Kings 2. 29* we find a. king of thi» 
name reigning in it, tho* in fubjedion to the Jew$. 
We have here feen abundant rea&n forthefe wars ; 
and it is contrary to all impartiality, to plain fa£i> 
to afc;ribe them to the blood thriftinefs and ra- 
pacioufnefs of David, and to the fetting on of the 
priefts for the plunder they were to (hare. All 
was dedicated to the tertaple, nothing of profit 
accrued to them. The conquered, in ajufl^war, 
have no feafon to abufe theip conqueror ; he may 
deferve a moft glorious, the' they give faim the 
worft of chacafkecs. 

Pa. 62. This writer afcribes but an indiiFepent 
intention to David, ia calling Mephiboiheth to 
court, the Sccijjture, the bed one> a gratitude to hi» 
father. David*i expreffion is, that I may fliew the 
kindSnefs of God unto him, that is the greatefl: pof^ 
fible, and fiaitably to this, he rcftoces to him al( 
the land of Saul his father, and makes him eat 
bread continuidly at his own table. 2 Sam. 9. 3, 7.. 
AQions thefe that could not proceed from jealoufy y 
for then the lower he kept him the bettec 

Pa. 63. The Scripture gives up Da^id as to 
the matter of Uriah, every chriffian muft do the 
fame. 

Pa. 66. David took care not to fall out farther 
with hi& beft friend, and this friend was the God 
©f the Priefts, and of himfetf. Were not religion 
the ruling motive with the prophet^ he ha4 every 

other 
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other reafon to deter him from meddling in this 
affair. The impartiality of the Scripture mani- 
feft, by giving fo full an account of this vile tranf- 
aSion. Had David deferved condemnation in other 
inftanceS) he would have found it as well as in this. 
The bed of men are ftnnersi David was long and 
deeply funk in this crime ; yet was nojt his heart 
bad ; it was good at all other times^ and this was 
hut a (ingle affair, in a whole> long and mod ac* 
tive life. David's Pfalms, and thefe publickly fung 
in the temple (ervi'ce^ ihew a humiliation and re^ 
pentance for this fin» equal to the heinioufnefs of 
it. 

Pa. 67. The treatment of the Ammonites was very 
fcverc, but then we may juftly fuppofe the provo- 
cation .to be of the moll heinous nature. That of 
the embaffadors was moft infulting. They had no 
reafon to take them for fpies> but what every em- 
baffador muft be fubjed to. As David no where 
dfe (hewed fuch cruelty, he rauft have fome par- 
ticular reafon for it here ; and the particular pu- 
niflirnents Teem to (hew that he had ; that they 
had before treated the Jews» in remembrance otV 
and as an infuit upon their flavery in Egypt, with 
the punifhments afterwards infliSed upon them- 
felves. Thts> which is our only conje^ure^ may, 
certainly be allowed by hmit whofe whole book, 
is entirely made i*p of thofe that are much worfe 
founded; and a moft fubftahtial reafon fhall be 
produced hereafter, 

JPa. 69; Thewickedne^ of Abfalom and Amnon^* 
is no reflexion upon David> only that he did not 
fiifficicntly punifh either of them. 

Pa. 71. The author is a little miftaken, in mak- 
ing a profeflion of piety the means by which Ab- ' 
falom cajoled and deceived the people, it was a 
pretence to juftice and affability. 2 Sam. 15. 3* 
4> 5. And MJdwt faid there is no man de- 
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putcd of the king t$ bear tbee ; O tbgi J were 
judge in the land, then every- man that bad any 
fuit migbt ceme unto me ; and I would do bim 
jufiite ; and wben any man came to do bim oheyfance, 
be put fortb bis band and tosi bim and kiffed: 
bim. This was the cIoak> but the word piety 
would give a handle to hint at the cheats of 
religion, and this was an advantage not to be 
paiTed over. 

If the prieds had any confcience at all, they 
muft.haVe held their illlegiance to David againft 
the moft wicked rebeU his unnatural fon, and 
ferved him as much as they were able. Had 
they done otherwife, they would have givea a 
fine handle to this their good friend to teli 
them of itf who makes it fuch a piece of policy 
in David^ to fait men with proper employihenta. 
when he made them hia fpies. But it mufl be 
ohfervedf that thefe men did to more than, 
fend intelligence to David, which eveiy honeft 
or religious man^ was in fuch a cafe obliged ta 
db> and betrayed not any fecrets committed lajcon- 
fidence to them. I thiAk it may even be doubt- 
ed> whether Huflui^s behaviour was bad, who did 
this thing \ but if it was^ he was none of the 
priefts. 

Pa. 75» 74. Shimei's accufation of David was 
falfe in every inftance> he had not at this time 
killed any of the family of SauU and to make 
his malicious and falfe. afperfions a fufficient con* 
vidion, is injuftice, if any thing can be fo. And 
here again is the Scripture condemned as a moft par- 
tial and falfe hiftory, as prudetitly concealing things 
from thefe difliant ages. The reafon given for 
fparing Shimet^s life, b> in Scripture reprefented 
as a dutiful refignation to divine providence ; hut 
by this writer as a piece of policy. Whati wa* 
it not policy to cut off at lead one enemy in a 

time 
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time of open rebellion^ an enemy too* whofe fpite 
was fo great, that he'' regarded not his own life 
to throw but a contumely upon Davids and fo 
followed him a great way^ curfing him, and throw- 
ing (lones and dud I 

Pa. 77, 78. David's fondnefs for this rebel 
fon was very blameable ; and yet, what father of 
any fenfe of religion^ could fee his child perifh 
in fuch a way, without being concerned for. 
him. 

Pa. 80. • That David had no more fcruples than- 
his general, Joab, hath not yet, will not be hereafter 
proved. Upon the murder of Abner, David de- 
clared that the Tons of Zeruiah were too powerful 
for him, and the fame reafon we may be fure re- 
mained all his life, becaufe other wife he would 
have himfelf done that juftice upon him which he 
charged Solomon afterwards to execute. And 
here David is blamed by hini for not puniihing . 
Joab, tho' afterwards he bemoft feverely condemn« 
ed for ordering it to be done. 

PsL 81. The oiFence of Shemei was capital 
by the Jewifh law, s»id, if David had. not engaged 
to pafs it over, he mud have died for it. If Me- 
phibofheth really loft by the grant, this might have 
been made up to him fome other way. 

Pa. 82, 83. David is charged with a moft black 
piece of ingratitude and perfidy; let us. examine it 
then. The Scripture gives this account of the 
matter, a Sam. 21. Chap. There was a famine 
three years ^ year after year. And David enquired 
of the Lordy and the Lord anfwered it is for Sauf 
and his bloody boufe^ becaufe he Jlenv the Gibeonites 
and the king called the Gibeonites, and faid unto 
them, wbatjball I do for yoih and wherewith Jh all I 
make the attonement, that ye may blefs the inherit 
tance of the Lord, Now what would any impar- 
tial perfon colleft from this, but that God bad told. 

David, 
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David} both the reafon of, and the way to remove 
the famine^ and this was by applying to the 
Gibeonites and doing for them whatfoever they 
{hould deiire ; and accordingly, David delivers to 
them feven fons of Saul, to be put to death for the 
vrickednefe of their father. For, if this was not 
the cafe, where was the fenfe of his going to the 
Gibeonites at all, or afkingof them to blefs the 
inheritance of the Lord ? Or how comes the fa- 
mine to be r;emoved, as we are plainly to conclude 
that it was ? Had this a&ion been as tfai« author 
reprefents it,fucfa a horrid crime muft have, but 
occafioned more mifchief to the Jfews. This may 
fcem very ftrange to us ; but we are to confider 
that this was the widij^ of God, whofe ways never 
can he unjufl, tho' xiften above our comprehen- 
fion.; tbat he hath a right to, take away the life 
of any one he pleafes ; that when be commands 
the death of any man, -or number of men^ he niuft 
be obeyed in it, and that he had given tbefe orders 
here as was comnnon to iiim, as King and God, 
of the Jews. That tho* the reafons of his aSing 
cannot always be difcovered by 'Us, yet in this we 
ipay make a conjedure of one of them, that it 
was to (hew the heinous and iinful nature, of a 
breach of ^bliok faith, at. a lime when the 
great and irrefiftable power of the Jews might lay 
them under a powerful temptation to this vice. 
And that for the poor fufferers. themfelves, their 
Creator who ordered, might make this punifhment 
the greatefl: blefHng pofTible to them. 

It were an cafy matter to give a full reply to 
every thing here advanced by this autJior againft 
the Scriptures ; but this I pafs over as undeferving 
of notice and confine myfelf to vindicate the 
cbarader .pi David alone. 

That David's mind ihould aiow fall a prey to 
fufpicion is extremely improbable, a rebellion de- 
feated. 
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featedy doth but ftrengthen the throne of the 
pofleflbry and fuch was now tbe cafe of David. It 
U not worth while to go to a long computation ;^ 
but it mttft have been by this time more than 30 
years fince SauFs deaths and this was a time 
fttfficieni to leiTen or totally deftroy all the 
tntereft of his family. But there is a inuch furer 
\ reafon to be given; David knew, and told, and all the 
Jews knew alfo, that Obd had promifed even witfai 
an oath, to eftablifbed him and his family upon 
the throne of Judah ; this promife, David had an 
entire confidence in, aiid therefore no fear of this 
kind had invaded his mind. But the reader is tor 
obferver that be muft giv^ up the whole of' his 
religion, if he be a Jew, or, achriftian, to believe 
this author's reprefentation juft ; becaufe it cannot 
he fo, unlefs what the Scripture fayeth to proceed 
from the Lord, be a falfe and viilatncus contrivance 
of a wicked king and a profligate prteft. ^ Hbd 
David fworn, without any relbrve to Saul,, the 
<;ommandment of Grod to execute thofe whoni 
his oath bound him to prefeve, miift have made 
him a3 contrary to his oath ; becaufe here an> 
authority interpofed that can never foe difobeyed ; 
and which alone can give obligation to xht oatliiyr^ 
But the oath was immediately vacated by Saul. 
David could not have fworn to him but upon the 
proosife of oeafmg his attempts to kill him; but 
this promife, Saul immediately after bfoke. That 
there was not fo much policy in this proceeding 
as he would have us think, is plain from hence ; 
that MepHibolheth and his fon were preferved ; 
and yet, they muA have had the beft title to the 
crown of any of Saul's family* A confcience there- 
fore of fuch convenient flexibility, as this writer 
afcribes to David by the vile Terfes ^juotisd from 
Oedipusj is agaioft all juftice. 

God 
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, God is often in Scripture faid to doihat which 
his providence only permits. Satan was the temp- 
ter here, and neither the motions of the holy' 
fpirk nor the temptations of that apoftate are ir- 
refiftible. David therefore was faulty in this, and 
if the king be faulty or foolilh his people mud 
ever fuffer for it. But the people here deferved 
their fuflFering. 2 Sam. 24. i. 'The text tells us, 
that the anger of the Lord vaas again kindled 
againji IfraeL But wherefore was it kindled? 
doubtlefs becaufe of their wickednefs? he ever 
will puni(h a wicked people; and here we have 
thofe who fell by the plague, chofen out by him 
who knows all men, and never can nor will do wrong 
to any one. There is therefore no reafon to fear 
that the intelligent reader ihall for this condemn the 
Scripture, for he cannot do it without the moft 
manifeft partiality. 

Pa. 88. Abifliag the young woman brought to 
David was not only to cheriih but to attend on 
and take care of him, and an agreeable pleafing 
perfon muft certainly render her the more accept- 
able in this office. 

This writer's whole account of Solomon's fuc- 
"^^ding David in the throne is contrary to the 
Scripture. The account there given is, i Chron. 
22. 8, 9, 10. David, becaufe a (hedder of much 
blood, was not to build the temple ; but, verfe 9. 
Behold a fon Jhall be born unto thee, who ft) all 
be a man of reft 9 for bis namefl>all be Solomon ; and 
I will give peace and quiet nefs unto Ifrael in bis 
days. He ft) all build an boufe for my name, and 
be ft} all be my jon^ and I will be his father ^ and 
J will ejiablift) , the throne of bis kingdom over 
Iftrael for ever. Here then the divine defignation 
of Solomon, to fucceed David and to fix the 
throne of Ifrael to his family, is plainly pointed 
outj and this even before he was born ; fo plainly, 

D that 
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that we find David had fworn unto Bathflieba that 
it ftiould be fo, I Kings i. 17, 30. It was there- 
fore no imprudence in Adonijah to make this at- 
tempt before David's death ; for had he waited 
tilt this event happened^ he muft then have found 
Solomon upon the throne ; a moft improper time 
for it, certainly. We might be fure, whenever a 
prophet was introduced, he would be either con- 
demned or thrown into contempt, and both ar^ at- 
tempted here. But a plain detail of the fa6ts will 
clear Nathan of both, and do honour to his cha- 
rader. It was the bufinefs of Adonijah to gain 
over as many as he could, and to found them for 
this purpofe, aivl it was done accordingly, i Kings 
1 . 7,8. And he conferred with foah and Ahiatbar^ 
and they helped Adonijah, But Zadok the prieft^ 
and Benaiahf and Nathan and the mighty men that 
belonged to DavU^ were not with them. Nathan 
would not join bim in bis projeft, becaufe he 
knew it to be wrong, to be contrary to the ap- 
pointment of God, and the deiign and oath of 
David, verfe 13, and therefore was he not called; 
and fuitably to this, muft every expreffion quoted 
by this writer be explained. The wherefore in 
the 1 1 verfe refers to both, to Nathans being tried 
and refufmg, and to their therefore leaving him 
out from their feaft, whofe prefence muft have 
hindered the effefting the thing they defigned. 
Adonijah did not flight the priefts here, he had 
founded the chief of tliem, and had Abiathar the 
high prieft with him ; tut Zadok was proof 
againft all his temptations as Nathan was. The 
lofs therefore of a good dinner and its cheer, and 
the pique of the man, are both to be thrown out 
as nothing to the purpofe-; only that they fervcd 
to throw contempt upon a prophet. David*s fons 
were too much interefted in the affair. Solomon 
had been declared the fucceiTor in prejudice to 

all 
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all their claims, and envy at him muft have work- 
ed mod power ftiUy againft him. The poflibility 
of Nathan's corruption we have nothing to do 
with; that' he was a prophet, the fole reafon why 
it was made ; but we are certain that he was not 
corrupted, by this writer's having nothing but ai 
poiTibility to objeS againft him. 

Pa. g^. The plea here put into the gentle-. 
woman's mouth is a moft juft one, that if David 
had his faults, fo have others, and that his repen* 
tance was moft exemplary. But th^t he and the 
lady (hall part very good friends is not likely, 
is indeed impoflible if (he continues a chriftian. 
She can never be reconciled to the treatment 
which he gives to the Scriptures, whilft (he hath 
any regard for this religion. That David lived 
fuch a life as this author hath defcribed, hath been 
proved falfe in every particular, except that of 
Uriah. No need have we therefore of recon- 
ciling contradidions. 

Pa. 95, 96. The Pfalms are all infpired by 
God, and David only fpeaks in them as he was 
moved by the Holy Ghoft ; and the divine Being 
hath certainly a right to curfe as well as to blefs ; 
that is, to make the prophet wi(h that great evil 
and puni(hment to great wickednefs, which it fo 
well defcrves, and he will at the laft infliQ upon it. 
In the 68 Pfal. we have an illuftrious prophefy of 
the preaching and effeS of the Gofpel, and the 
oppofition it (hould meet with ; and the words 
quoted denounce the very heavy vengeance which 
God would and did infliffc upon the oppofers of 
it. And certainly with the greate(l: juftice; 
becaufe it is the greatcft blefling that the world 
could receive ; it affures every virtuous man of 
a pardon of fm, an endlefs life, and inconceivable 
happinefs, and was and is the moft fully proved. 
A confideration worthy of this gentleman and his 
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adherentsj who are endeavouring by every meanSf 
means the moft unfair ard culpable, to deftroy this 
religion, which if they (hould fucceed it), they 
would by ftriking off all reftraints from vice and 
incitements to virtue, render this earth but a hell 
of confufion and mifery. In the 69 Pfal. the 
cafe is much the fame. David, fpeaking in his 
own perfon> defcribes> by the fame infpiration, the 
unjuft and cruel treatment of liis fon, the Meiliah, 
and the exaS fate that thefe his nuirderers ihould 
meet with> for this abominable wickednefs ; and 
by the divine diredion wiihes that fo it may 
happen to them ; and where is the crime, the 
cruelly, in this ? That this writer chofe to give us 
thefe parages in an old and bad verfion, when a 
better one is now ufed, or when the plain text lay 
before him, will do him no honour with the im- 
partial reader. 

Pa. 96. Few men were ever under more dif- 
ficult temptations than David; yet his life was 
uniformly good ; good, in every inftance, except 
in that one which the Scripture condemns. It 
hath been fully proved to bcifo; and the flighted 
refleftion will (hew that this is a very extraor* 
dinary cafe. For, where aftions are very diftant 
and partiality will put the worft interpretation 
poflible upon them, the greateft innocence cannot 
always be made clear again A, will often be op- 
prefled by it. 

Pa. 97. The fling here pointed at commenta- 
tors is fuch as might be expefted. But they have 
no need to reconcile rapine and cruelty with mo- 
rality and religion ; David was guilty of neither 
of them. The moft moderate acquaintance with 
the Hebrew will fl^ew, that the imprecations of 
^he 109 Pfal. may all be tranflated in the future 

nfe and then they will be but prophefies of what 

's to happen. This author grows very angry 

here. 
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^ 

Y'^ here, and no wonder ; for, by this eafy explica- 

r^J' tion, his whole argument to prove the revenge- 

^^ ful and bloody temper of David will be at once 

<^'0f' deftroyed. But we need not this to vindicate 

* *^ his charaaer. Wickednefs deferves hatred and 
^ ^ vengeance, and the greateft wickednefs the higheft 

^- degree of them; and this here mentionedy wa» 

OTj^ ^ of this kind. We know, from the fame infpira- 
Mc tion which indited this Pfalra, that it was the 

A® crime of Judas in betraying his mafter, Afls i. 

1' 20. and of the Jews, in killing him, that is here 

icf fpoken of; and as this abominable wickednefs 

i ^ muft be mod odious to God, fo might he in* 

m fpire the prophet with a proper, with his own 

m hatred of it, and make him curfe the perpetra- 

li? tors of it in the way that he hath done, and 

Vr in the way that he did punifh this (in. The 

Jews feel the eflFeft of this prophecy even to 

U- this day. It is true, that the great parent of 

fv. nature is all beneficent ; but if this be carried 

f to fuch a length by any man, as to infer iVom 

1/ hence that he will not puni(h fin, I reply, that 

i it might be, it will be hereafter proved, that 

r* this very attribute doth oblige him to do fo; 

ir but oniittrng this, we have a fure experience 

B ^ that this notion is falfe, for the whole confti- 

\ tution of nature is, that wickednefs fball make 

miferable, and when carried to fuch a pafs„ ll>alt 

' prove fatal to the man. 

Pa. 98. If we have a mind to view the cha- 
I rader of dying David in a juft light, we muff 

• not confider him as a private perfon, but as the 
king of Ifrael. But when we have done this, we 
(hall not find him culpable for his advice to Solo- 
mon to kill Joab. This profligate man had 
committed two horrid murders, for which, by 
their law he was to fufFer death ; the guilt of blood 
was by this law, to fall upon the judge and the 

D 3 people 
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people who did not avenge it ; David was un-> 
able> through the great power of Joaby hin>felf to 
do juftice upon htm^ and therefore if he had any 
regard for himfelf^ his fon and famtlyj and the 
people of.Gody he muft» as hedid, have direded 
his fucceflbr to kill him. This is the reafon gt* 
▼en both by David and Solomon ; i Kings 2. 
5, 31, 32, 33. And therefore, this ASioU) which 
is fo outragioufly abufed by this gentleman, proves 
to be but an inftance of piety and juftice in 
David. And very pofTibly, it was a confcious 
fear of this, that made this general embrace the 
parly of Adohijah, which he could not but know 
was contrary to the defignation of God, and the 
duty and intention of the King. And had not 
David, indeed, aded in this manner, he would, 
and defervedly too, have met with the heavieft 
accufatlon from this author, as a perfon that nei- 
ther hated, nor puniflied any villainy that was 
of fervice, or was done by a friend to him. 
, And as to the cafe of Shemei, tho* it be not 
fo plain, yet can it be fufficiently vindicated. 
Curfing the king was a capital offence by the 
Jewifh law; but David had fworn that he him- 
felf would not put him to death for it. If 
however, he found, that the fparing his life 
would do a publick mifchief, it wouW be 
right in him, as foon as the obligation of the oath 
was over, which would be at his death, to dire^ 
his fon to execute vengeance upon .him. And 
the words of David do plainly imply fo much, 
., ibou therefore hold bim not -guiltlefs^ for thou 
srt a wife man and knowejl *wbat thou ougbtejl 
to do. Some political reafons, therefore, there 
were, for this advice, which the wifdom of Solo- 
mon could not but approve of, and we can ea- 
fily difcern two of them, i ft. That it might be 
dangerous to government, to permit fuch an out- 
rageous 
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rageous infult upon the pcrfon of the king to go 
unpuniffeed ; and 2d, That Shemei himfelf was a 
peftilent fellow, whofe life it wasunfafe to fpare. 
As to the firft of thefe reafons, the rebellious 
temper of the Jewifli Nation, which only w^s 
to be reftrained by feverity, would always make 
it a good one, and the prefent circumflances of 
that tinie might render it moft: peculiarly fo. 
And as to the 2d rcafon, the extreme rancour 
of ShimeiV heart, which hath been already no- 
ticed, and all the fubfequent proceedings, prove 
z\(o, that this is a juft one. The punifliment 
rnflifted upon him by Solomon, was, a confine- 
ment to Jerufalem, with a denunciation, that he 
fliould die if ever he quitted it. But why fu^h 
a reflridion as this, except to take him away 
from that place and people where he might be 
able to do mifchief ? In this, there is a flrong 
probability, and this probability is confirmed by 
Solomon's declaration, when condemning him to 
death, that the throne of David Jbould thereby 
be ejlablijhedf and by the like declaration of the 
Scripture, , upon it, that the kingdom iju as efia- 
biijbed to Solomon. I Kings 2. 45, 46. If then 
there were in this cafe, fuch neceffities of go- 
vernment for putting Shimei to death, and it 
is abundantly clear that there were, David was 
not only innocent, but virtuous, in his advice. to 
Solomon, to kill him. 

We may now fee with what juflice it is. af-? 
ferted, Pa. 100. That this direSion was after- 
wards, as to Joab, fulfilled by the adminiflrator 
of thb pious teftament in the bafeft inanner ; 
and Pa. 101, that it was alfo executed upon 
Shimei in a manner worthy the fon of fuch a 
father. And here I will go fo far in the vin- 
dication of Solomon as to obferve, that Shemei 
thought himfelf happy in efcaping with fo. flight 

a ven- 
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a vengeance} as having his hfe put upon hit 
flaying in Jenifalem, by thefe words, veife 38. 
^be faying is good as my Lord the king batb 
faid ; and, that Solomon was no more unjuft in 
executing him afterwards, than are our laws for 
condemning to death the tranfport who (hail re- 
turn before his time. 

Thefe things do fufGciently vindicate thecha- 
raSer of David, in the advice he gave to Solo- 
mon to put Joab and Shimei to death, but could 
I have gone no farther in his defence, than to 
have faid that this great height of chriftian per- 
fedion, the forgivenefs of injuries, was not then 
plainly enjoined, I had faved his reputation from 
any confiderable hurt. And here let me aik the 
reader, if he be acquainted with the hiftory of 
Nero I If he be at ail Jo, it cannot but aftoniOi 
him, notwithfianding all the glaring partiality 
of this author, to have David compared to him, 
and principally for his behaviour in thefe two 
)aft infiances. What ! compared to this monfter 
of a man who delighted in blood, cruelty, and 
the daughter of his own innocent fubjeds, who 
was an enemy to ail goodnefs, a deflroyer of all 
good men ; and of whofe wickednefs it makes but 
a fmall part, that he murdered the true fuccef- 
for to the throne, his tutor, his wife, his mo- 
ther, and himfelf fired and rejoiced in a confla- 
gration, which confumed ten parts in fourteen, 
ef his own capital city ? 

And now to take a retrofpeft view of the 
foregoing narrative, the fum of the whole will 
appear as follows. A (hepherd youth is chofen 
by the exprefs order of God, and againfl the 
ftrongeft inclination of the prophet, to be king 
over his own people, in the room of Saul, who 
had difobeyed and rejeSed the divine authority. 
But as this eledion was not to take place imme- 
diately, 
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dJately, and Samuel knew Saul too well to iniaglne 
that he would fpare t^e lives of any of thefe who 
were concerned in this matter, becaufe executing 
the divine comand, this choice is ordered to be 
made by a private anointing. As foon as this is: 
is done, the fpirit of the Lord defends upon David, 
to fit him for the office he was afterwards to fill ; 
and Saul for his wickednefs is at the fame time- 
abandoned by him and given up to the pofleillon of 
an evil fpirit. For the cure of this malady David- 
is brought to court ; and whether by the natural 
cfFeQofhis powerful liiufick, or the extraordinary 
affiftance of God, he performs a cure upon him.- 
At this time, the Ifraelites are invaded by an army 
of the Philiftines, which they dared not to look in 
the face, and principally upon account of a cham- 
pion of fuch a monftrous fize that he was but a 
few inches jQiort of twelve feet high j of a ftrength 
equal to his bulk, and covered with armour pro- 
portioned to it. When all other Jews were ter- 
rified and refufed to fight this man, David boldly 
undertakes it. Infpired by God, and confiding in 
in his irrefiflible ailidance, he encounters this Giant> 
and with no other arms than a fling and a few 
ftones, kills him, and the whole army is thereby 
defeated *. But becaufe the women in their fongs 
ofviSory afcribe more honour to David than to 
Saul, the king grows fo envious of, fo malicious 
againft, him, that he twice endeavours himfelf to 
deftroy him. Failing, however of fuccefs in this at- 
tempt he takes hold of his valour, to engage him 
in fuch defperate enterprifes againft the Philiftinesy 
as (hould be fure to make him to fall by their 

hands. 



* The fiippofition of David's running away equally 
contrary to his acknowledged bravery, and the Scrip- 
ture, which makes him afliired of the vidlory. 
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hands. But this attempt alfo, ov\y ferving to exalt 
and eftablifh his charader> he fends meflengers at 
firfty and at lad goes in perfon to make fure of 
killing him. By thefe attempts^ is David forced 
to fly and conceal himfelf in the moft rough, barren 
and unpeopled part of the country ; where yet, 
when joyned by a fet of men, many of whom were 
rtiade defperate by diftrefs or wickednefs, lie fo 
reforms as to make them a bleffing to every one 
that was concerned with him. And here, when 
hunted from mountain to mountain, and drove ta 
the greateft extremity of diftrefs and danger, by 
the moft unmerited and cruel perfecutionj he would 
raife no infurreSion againft nor do any mifchief to 
Saul ; but, out of a religious principle, twice fpare^ 
his life, when entirely in his power. Spares his, 
when he was hereby forced to fly from his own 
country, to the bittereft enemies of it and himfelf 
for proteftion ; and when "by deftroying this man, 
he would at one blow have put an end to all danger 
and have exalted himfelf to the kingly power. 

His friend Jonathan he loved and ferved in the 
only way he could fcrve him ; by preferving and 
amply providing for his only pofterity. He drew 
him into no breach of filial duty, no offence againd 
his allegiance, and lamented his death when he 
was killed, and even that of Saul himfelf, with 
fuch paflionate and beautiful ftrains of fublime 
poetry as the world hath never fince produced their 
equal. 

And now when forced away from his own 
country afld in the power of it's enemies, he con- 
trives to do his own people a moft material fervice, 
by deftrojring feveral of their adjoyning enemies, 
were making continual inroads upon them. In 
ight from his country it is however very proba- 
lat he wai guilty of a criminal difiruft of the 

divine 



^*\ 



i 



MAN after GOD's own Hears. 47 

divine providence, and here he fell into fuch dan- 
gers as might have been fatal to him, had not the 
interpofition of God delivered him from them. We 
may be fure that he had fome fcheme or other to 
prevent his joyning againfl: his king or country, 
but whatfocver it was, it took no effeft, for the 
miftruft of the Philiftines rendered it ufelefs ; and 
certain it is that he never did any injury to Saul or 
to the Jews. 

Upon Saul's death he returns to his own people, 
and with the beft title to govern them, that every 
man pofleflTed, the appointment of the creator of 
the world and the king of the Jewsi And, after 
a long war with the houfe of Saul, is delivered 
from all conteft, by the death of the ufurper 
lihboiheth ; a death -which however he had no 
band in, but hated and punifhed as the wickednefs 
of the thing deferved. He is now king of Ifreal, 
and in this capacity defended his people againft, 
and made them mafters of all their enemies, by 
the nK)ft glorious vidories ; and in the mott jufl 
wars, was merciful to all thefe that deferved it, 
and only fevcre to two of thefe nations whofe cruel 
treatment of his own and of God's people, mufl 
have drawn this retalliation upon them \ Moab 
and Ammon were always moft bitter enemies to 
the Jews, and the latter of thefe fo remarkably 

cruel. 



* Wars before chriftianity were moft horribly 
cruel ; inftances of this might be produced both from 
Greece, and Rome, the moft civilized nations of the 
world ; and the thing is (b to this hour among thefe 
people, who are not chriftians. This might have 
been obferved before, to the vindication of David, but 
was not judged necefTary. Even hi this inftance, then, 
how beneficial is chriftianity ? and what prodigious 
mifchief would thefe gentlemen do to the world if 
they fliould deftroy this religion ( 
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crueU that they would not even accept of a furren- 
der from the people of Jabeih Gilead, and this 
without fighting, but upon the terms of trufting 
out all their right eyes, i Sam. ii. 2 ; and the 
particular punifliment inflided upon them feems 
plainly^ to refer to th&like treatment by them firft 
given to the people of Ifrael. In the matter of 
Uriah) he deferves to be^ and he is therefore con- 
demned> by the Scripture^ and was mod exempla- 
rily puniflied for it; but this was his only fauh of 
confequence in a moft long, adive and dangerous 
life ; and in the Pfalms^ which were put into the 
mouths of all the people^ and publickly fung in the 
temple fervice^ he makes fuch open and penitential 
confeffion of this crime, as (hews his repentance to 
have been (incere, if evei man's was Co. 

When he had quelled the rebellion of Abfalom, 
hCf for former ill behaviour in Joab, and how kill- 
ing his fon contrary to his orders, defigns to remove 
him from and to give the chief command of the 
army to Amafa ; but this former general kills the 
latter in a moft treacherous manner and fecures 
that high power to himfelf. After this, David, in 
obedience to that God, whofe command makes the | 
higheft obligation, delivers feven of Saul's fons to 
be put to death by the Gibeonites, for a cruel ^ 
breach of publick faith, committed by that cruel 
king againft this innocent people, but at the fame 
time takes care to preferve Mephiboflieth and his .(- 
fon, who of all Saul's family muft have had the v 
beft title to the crown. And when dying he is fo 
niindful of the good of his family and people, as 
to wafh oflF the guilt of innocent blood, by direding 
Joab to be put to death for two horrid murders 
committed by him ; and Shimei alfo to be killed 
for the peace and welfare of his nation^ whofe 
crime deferved that vengeance as foon as it could 
be tnflided upon him, And> what muft be moft 

highly 
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highly to his honour, and is fo to the higheft of crea- 
tures, he claimed to have religion conftantly in his 
heart, and hath the confirmation of that God who 
cannot be deceived, that it really was fo with him. ' 

Thefe, Britons, are fome of the out- lines of the 
life of a Jew, whom your Scripture compiends as a 
man after God's own heart, but whom this writer; 
by every art of mifreprefentation and calumny, en* 
deavours to blacken. Whether he be ferious ill 
his pretenfions to religion, and his exultations 
upon his prefumed fqcccfs, may be very much 
doubted ; but you will judge of thefe matters by 
confidering, that through his whole book he 
throws contempt and abufe upon the facred text ^ 
frequently contradids it, fpeaks of it's unfaithful-^ 
iiefs in concealing the truth, and endeavouring^ tioi 
exalt the chara3er of one, and blacken the ch^-^ 
rader of the other man ; condemns all thofe who 
endeavour to defend it, or to reconcile the difficuli^ 
ties of it, as men toft to all fenfe and Candouri 
and even here, where he would fecm to be in good 
humour, dignifies all thofe of our clergy \yho ftaiidt 
up for the Scriptures with the name of reVjEren^ 
inquifitors. And after all thefe flagrant attempts 
to abufe and deftroy your religion, concludes his 
treatife with fome of the moft folemri eiprefliona^ 
that are to be found in the new Teftament. Ta"^ 
iber forgive tbentf for they know not ni)Baif 
ibey do, and, glory be to God in tbe bigbejl, 
and on earth ptace, good will towards men ; as if 
he only were a friend, and all others were enemies 
to chnftianity. A proceeding this of fuch a nature 
that I fliall not chufe to give a name to it ' > 

The reader cannot have mifled obferving that 
our clergy are treated >vith great afperity by 
this gentleman, and it may be right to fay 
fomething in their defence. . Poffibly, it may be 
that a hatred to their perfons and office may alfo 

E ' breed 
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Jbreed a hatred to their religion. I aik therefore^ 
have they manifefted any delirc to enflave the 
confcienccs of their pecyple, bjetrayed any emnity 
to liljerty and the freedom of enquiry, any bitter- 
reis againft their adveriariesi who heap fuch un- 
-deferved abufe upon them ! any defire to have theni 
perfccuted ? no they have not. This hatred of 
fheni, then,xan only ^)roceed from their being nei- 
ther weak enough to be perverted by 4he trifling 
sirguments of thefe gentlemen, nor villainous; 
ei^oughto,give up that blefled religion which they 
kipow to be true,.and they are hound to teach with- 
out fny defence to the attacks of It's enemies ^ but 
llive indeed vindicated it in fuch a manner as to 
J^i^e and (hame all it's .adverfaries. But enough, 
peihaps it is too much to have faid of fuch a matter^ 
Upon a.rciconfideration of, my whole defence it 
Appears manifeft to me, that I have in every in- 
fwncq cleared the reputatipn of Davidj except in 
ijie cafe of Uriah and Bath(heba^ andliere I have 
^a dbfervation to make whlcli miifl: give additional 

Brce tp all my jeafonings, and put the charaSef of 
avid beyond.doiibt, to every chriftian. If in a hiftory 
wrote for the promotion of morality and moft emi- 
jnent for it'.s regard to it, we fhould find a man fe- 
verisly condemned for a leffer, and yet not at all 
blamed for a feemingly much greater, wickcdnefs, 
iiay even declared to be faultlefs in it, would we not 
include that there muft be' fome favourable 
circumftances in the latter cafe, which look away 
the malignity of it, tho' we were not able to dil- 
cover them? undoubtedly, we would, and we 
qught to conclude in this manner ; hecaufe the 
circumftances of an aftion itiuft entirely form the 
nature of it ; and till thefe are Itnown, our jud^-. 
ment mufl: be uncertain about it. 

Now tjiis is exafily the cafe before us. The 
Scripture is this moral hiftory j the Scripture blames 

and 
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and moft exemplarily punifhes David for . his 
adultery and raiirder, with regard to Bathfli^ba^ 
and Uriah ; but condemns him not for his feverity 
to the neighbour nations, or for any treafon. or 
rebellion againft Saul, but declares him bl^me- 
lefs in all thefe material inftances. Injhefe there- 
fore he muft be innocent, and tliere mufl be fome 
circumftances to excufe him^ whether I. have 1 or. 
hav« not hit upon the right ones. 

But the argument is even ftronger tlian this;- 
This hiftory hath been penned by the infpiration 
of an infinitely good, pure and lioly God, for 
the making men happy, by the begetting tjie like 
difpofiiions m them; and yet this hiftory (lyles 
David an innocent, a good. matir a man afte^: 
God's own Heart, in every thing but the patter 
of Uriah, he muft therefore be blamdefs ia 
every inftance but this* The unbeliever HatHl 
r.eafon from the apparent morality of the bpoki to 
judge in this manner; the believer, from lis fn- 
fpiration, to be , certain of it. This argument is- 
undoubtedly conclufive ; but I would' not pr6-; 
duce it before* left it fliould be taken for an un-^ 
fair advantage; 

And now I Have done witfi my ailtagonift ; but 
I muft not as yet have done with my reader ; fof 
he is to know, that he hath as yet leen little or 
fiothing of the true cKaraSer of David |- the 
waytodifcern this, is not to look into th'<^. pub- 
lico tranfaSions of this mighty king;, but into the 
tcooar of his- more private life, and above all into 
the retired devotions of tfie clofet, and the puB- 
llck adoration of that Almighty Creator who 
made, fuftains, and governs the world; and will 
at the laft, reward, and punifli man for his good, 
or evil behaviour. Th^ way. to difcern the ipan's 
true charaSer is, to look to him where he opens 
his whole foul to this fearcher of hearts, who 

E z cannot 
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cannot be deceived. And becaufe this latter part 
of our duty is univerfally flighted or denied by 
all our unbelieversy and thought much too little' 
of by many believers alfo, I fliall beg leave to 
open this matter, tho' in the moft concifc manner. 
And I entreat the reader, if he is not convinced 
by one, to give this part a fecond and more care- 
full perufal, for the reafoning of it appears as 
manifeilly true to me, as any propodtion in euclid. 
The man of thought and learning will carry his 
reflexions upon it, to a much greater length 
than h is proper for me to go into. It will be 
goodnelJ in God to make rational creatures, be- 
c^aiife he ' will, by adding reafon to fenfe, give a 
lirger and higher fphere of enjoyment, and i 
capacity of mUch greater hapjiihefs, to the animal,' 
than can arife from fenfe only, as is the cafe 
iVith the brutes. To make this capacity anfwer 
it*s purpofe, morality muft be added to reafon; 
becaufe, without this rule' to dired: and govern 
It, rea.fon will hut make the creature much more 
pernicious Ijqtti to himfelf and others. If morality 
be added, \i will render a departure from it ftill 
more miferable, becaufe this will to all the other 
mifchief, add a felf-condemnation alfo, a fenfq 
that l^his 'ariimal is wrotig, bafe, hateful and de- 
fetytng of mifcry. 'To creatures of this kind the 
higheft happinefs tnuft ever arife from rational 
and 'inoral enjoyments, becaufe thefe fill their 
higher and better nature, that nature which is 
to govern them; and, a§ thefe are fitted for, fo 
muft they ever defire and want . fuch enjoyments, 
and cannot be filled or happy without them* The 
higheft obje6t of this fort is the Creator, who 
alone is abfolutely perfeS, and doth in thefe and 
all other perfeSions infinitely tranfcend the whole 
of created excellence put together. If the divine 
i^eing would make happy fuch creatures as thefe, 

it 
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it -muft be by cornmunicating to them a knowledge 
of himfelf and his perfedions, and that prin- 
cipally of his wifidon)> and of his holinefs, juftice; 
goodnefs ; that is, of his reafon and morality ; wif- 
dom may be difplayed in every thing, morality 
only in bis government of his moral creatures, 
and it is to this, therefore, that thefe Beings are 
to look for their higheft happinefs. What mani- 
feftations he (hall make of himfelf muft be worthy 
of him, and therefore expreflive of the infinity" 
©f that nature from whence they proceed. If 
they are at all worthy of him, they mult not only 
exceed the underftanding of the worm man, but 
of the higheft of all creatures. Wonderful 
therefore muft the divine Being prove in the dif- 
play which he ihall make of himfelf in thef(i 
matters, in the fchemes which he ftiall lay, and 
the providences with which he flialt execute 
them. The more various the ways are in which 
this is done, the * more he ihall make himfelf 
known, and the more good ihall he do to the worlds! 
To have various providences adminiftred, various 
creatures will be neceiTary, and becaufe it is fo, 
we find that there are diifferent worlds and ranks of 
being to a degree truly endlefs to us ; and to every 
one of thefe, we may be flire> tKat fuch providence^ 
have been difplayed as beft fuited their natures;- 
will moft manifeft their Godi and dd the greateft* 
good to the world. 

Man is a rational and moraf creature, and a5 
fiich, muil be made happy, by the fore-mentioned^ 
means ; and little and infignificanras hfc is in com- 
parifon of other creatures, to him, hath been ex- 
hibited the moft wonderful difpenfation of provi- 
dence that ever the infinity of the Godhead did- 
afford. 

IF chriftianity be true, it was the. eternal purp^iife 
©f God to create man iri fuch a way as thathe 

E 3 (hould 
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fhould fall ; that he Hiould need, and that he 
{hould receive a redemption. And that this re- 
demption Ihould be procured for him by the 
jncarnation, pcrfe^ obedience, grievous fuf- 
fcrings, and mod cruel death of the fon of God. 
That eternal and almighty fon of his, by whom, 
and for whom, all things in heaven and earth 
were created, and do fubfiH. To him hath this 
inconceiveable myflery of Godlinefa been re- 
vealed ; and here bcfides many other ends, both 
known and unknown, we have thefc two mod 
material ones particularly ferved, that there is 
Iiereby/uch a love manifefled to his creatures, and 
fuch a regard to morality, as nothing elfe ever could 
equal. 

The way that the maker and governor of man 
piuft lake to make him happy, mufl be to train 
him up to the love and praftice of morality, and 
efpecially to that fpecies of it which is fitteft 
for him ; and the way to enforce this morality 
muft be by annexing fuch happinefs to virtue, 
fuch mifery to vice, as (hall ever make it, upon 
-the whole, better to be virtuous than vicious. 
To what an excefs of advantage, on the one fide, 
difadvantage on the other, this ought to fae carri- 
ed, cani only be known to him, the infinity of 
whofe knowledge can dlfcern what juftice in all 
rates, will permit, and the good of all his creatures 
[uire.' This however we can be cer- 
that thefe retributions ought to be ex- 
f great, becaufe the higher they are 
more virtue, and confequetitly happinefs 
f produce. If vice and virtue have not 
lefe effeSs and much more, if the reverfe 
vails in this life, there muft be another 
to be adminillered in. Our fureft ex- 
then proves that there muft be. 

And 
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And flow I returii to Davids whofe charaSer^ 
{ may have been thought by this time, to have 
forgotten. Religion is the means of making men 
happy^ becaufe it is the means of teaching, and 
enforcing morality; without whtch^ he cannot be 
blefled ; by which, he (hall be fo in the highcft 
degree. Morality tdnfifls in a proper affedioa 
and behaviour to all with whom we have any 
relation* and thefe are God and Mam; The 
loweft inflance of our morality is, our behaviour 
to Men; and, how David aded in this pointy 
hath not been as yet perfeftly, indeed, Jtvutmoft 
imperfeftly defcribed. The Scripture hiftory of 
him is almoft exhaufted, in giving an account of 
the goverment, the wars, the great and (hining 
aSions of a moft powerful king. But the man 
is often forced to contradi^ his ftrongeft incli-* 
nations in thefe matters, and it is. therefore, in 
his more private tranfaSions that we are to 
look for his real charaSer ; but of thefe, little 
is faid in holy writ. And when this is the 
cafe, it is enough for us that we find nothing 
contrary to this duty there, and that he is in 
general, faid, in this moral hiftory, to have be- 
haved well; for, if fo, he could not have been 
deficient in this virtue. We are not however 
entirely deftitute bf proofs in this matter. His 
unparalelled getierofity to Saul, his good beha<> 
viour to the countries in which h,e concealed 
fiimfelf, to the fon of Jonathan, and toBarzillai, 
fliew a mind deeply imprefled with a fenfe of 
this duty. But his Pfalms are ftill more ex* 
preflive of it. For in thefe he not only in- 
culcates the love and praSice of truth and juftice 
to all mankind, but of tendernefs, kindnefs, good^ 
fiefs, alfo. And thefe were his devotions, wherein 
he opened his whole heart to the fearcher of hearts, 
and one whom he hath fo often 4eckred> that it 

is 
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is impoffible to deceive. In. this part of mora* 
lity, then» we have good reafon to believe^ that 
he was not deficient. It is true, that the 
cafe of Uriah is an exception to this ride ;. but 
it is true^ alfo» that men arc fo iniperfedy that 
the bed of us are deficient in fome things ; and 
do often commit fingle, and fometimes moil grie* 
vous tranfgFeilions : fo that the man's charaSer 
is not to be formed by on« a&ion^ but by the 
main tenoar of his life. 

The other, and that beyond att companToa 
the mod nobte and blifsful part of n>oraiity^ is, 
the love, obedience, and devout adoration of the 
true God ; which, befides being, the bed, the 
' only means of inforcing our duty to men, doth 
kfeif dire&ly fill us with thofe afFedibns, which 
mud ever prove our highed happinefs; and in 
this part, did David fo greatly excel,- that he 
never had a fuperior ; perhaps,, not an equal in 
ft. For, because the knowledge of the true 
nature of the Divine Beingr is necedary to be- 
get thefe affedions in us, and the wordiip of 
him, is the only> and the bed means^ to pre- 
ferve and cncreafe them; therefore, do we find 
David amidd all the cares and avocations of the 
greateft royalty, principally taken up, with de- 
claring the nature,, finging the praifes, and eda- 
blifliing the adoration of this one true God ; and 
reprefenting him as fucb a jud lover and re- 
warder of virtue, and hater and punifher of vice> 
as mud be moft powerful to perfiiade to the 
one, to diffuade from the other. And fo right, 
fo earned was his heart in this the fi^rd of all 
duties, thaty to ufe the expreffion of a late great 
infidel writer, he hath . drained all his wits to 
excel in it, apd hath given fucK jud and lofty 
defcriptions of the divine nature and providence, 
«ts in ^em to outdrip, in fa€t,; to leav^ all other, 

the 
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the greateft df poets, at an immenfe diftance be- 
hind him. In this, then, was »he moft truly the 
man after God's own heart, in that his whole 
foul was filled with a moft juft and ardent love 
of the Divine Being; and he hath from hence, 
furnifhed the world with a great number of the 
moft fublime poems, for ever to preferve and 
increafe this devout temper of mind, which is 
the means, moft neceflary to, and produftive of 
the higheft happinefs to men. 

But this is not all, there is yet another part 
of his charader to be opened, and that of the 
greateft confequence. That love of God which 
can do good to man, muft be founded upon 
thefe providences, that the Creator of man hath 
thought fit to adminifter for his benefit. And 
the greateft, the infinitely greateft and moft in- 
terefting of thefe, is, the redemption that Chrift 
Jefus hath purchafed for him. But becaufe the 
divine wiidom, and goodnefs, thought fit to poft- 
pone his coming for more than 4000 years, and 
to prepare men for it, by many previous difpen- 
fatlons, of which the Jewifli law and worfliip was 
to be the chief ; fo do we find the Divine Be* 
ing infpiring the pure fpirit, exalted genius, and 
ardent love of this king, fo to cftablifti this 
worfliip of God, as ftiould beft ferve to ftiadow 
forth this redemption, and keep men in a pi-opcr 
difpofition for the reception of it ; and by the 
moft minute defcripiion of feveral of the moft 
ititerefting particulars of the life of this Re- 
deemer, to de^monftrate him, when he did ap- 
pear, to bo that prophet, which was to come 
into the world : to demonftrate him to be fo, 
by moft particular prophefies, of this fon of 
bi$9 above a thoufand years before he was born. 

la 



58 Anfwer to the Hiflory of tbe^ &c. 

In th'Sf alfoi was David the man after God's 
own hearty in that he loved him>. fbr» and ferved 
him in thofe providences, which were bed to 
manifeft him to this earth ; and by the good 
will, and peace herebv declared to men, to make 
the nu>ft glorious and blifsfut difplay of his in- 
finite perfe&ionsy to the whole admiring world. 
The angels, the higheft of them, deiiring, and 
i>ending all their powers to look into this moft 
afloniihing myftery, the falvation of man. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



7befe following Observations came too Iaf€^ 
to be inferted in the Body of the Work. 

1 Sam. 17. 4. In this Scripture it is faid^ And 
ii was told Saul that David was fled to Gatb : And 
be fought no more after bim. It was plainly then 
the judgment of the Scripture, that he would 
ftill have endeavoured lo deftroy David» tho* he 
had twice fo generouily faved his life, had he re- 
mained any where within his reach. 

The danger of fuffering"SHimei to go unpuniih- 
edy is made apparent by 2 Sam. 19. 169 17. 
And Sbimei came down to meet king Dtroid^ and 
tbere were a tboufand men of Benjamin with bim. 
This was upon the king's return, after Abfalom's 
death, and (hews JShimei to have had fo much 
power, that the publick welfare might be deeply 
interefted in his deftrudion. 

That David had a3ed entirely by the com* 
mandment of God, and not with that abominable 
profligacy which is afcribed to him, in delivering 
up Saul's feven fons to be put to death by the Gi- 
beonites, is confirmed, is put~ pad doubt, by this 
Scripture, 2 Sam. 21. 14. And they performed 
all tbat tbe king commanded ; and after tbat God 
was entreated for tbe land. This whole affair 
then was not wicked and offenfive, but virtuous and 
welUpleafing to God. For otherwife the famine 
would not have been removed, but increafed ; or 
fome worfe puniihment have been inflided upon 
David, or his people in tbe place of it. 



